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ning at the rate of 50 miles an hour covers
73 1-3 fi. in a second ; & to stop a train mov-
ing at this speed in 20 yards means that it
must be brought to a fuîll stop in 4-5 Of a
second. When it is remembered that, in an
end-on collision, it takes several seconds for
the momentum of the train to expend itself in
telescoping car into car, one is moved to ask
what would be the condition of the living con-
tents of a passenger car that was brought to
a stop ini a fraction of the tiîne that it takes to
bring the last car of a teiescoping train to
rest ?

C. J. Smith, Traffic Manager of the Canada
Atlantic Ry., speaking in Mlontreal late ini
Nov., said there was every indication that
considerable freight fromn the North west would
be mioving east during the next two or three
months. The strong position of the C.A. is,
he said, giving the seaboard lines something
to think about just at the present tinie. In
the iast two years the Co. lias almost doubled
the volume of its shipments from Lake Michi-
gan, the grain deliveries at Parry Sound alone
having amounted this ycar to neariy 1 î,ooo,-
ooo bush, against 6,ooo,ooo in 1898. The
buik of this business comes from Chicago &
Milwaukee. Soine time ago an officer of an
ail-rail route cailed attention to this rapid
growth, remarking that it was another ini-
stance of the advantages Canadian ulnes h-ive
in being free from the restrictions of the Inter-
state Commerce law.

An attempt is being made by several Aine-
rican capitalists to substitute an elaborate &
complete system of electric traction, in place
of horses, upon the English canais. The
country is extensively intersected by these
water thoroughfares, & in the manufacturing
districts, owing to freighitage upon them
being much cheaper than upon the railway,
they constitute important means of transit.
F. Hawvley, Vice-President of the Traction
Co., has also been surveying the canais
of Hoiland, Belgium, & France, & has
sought powers to introduce electric trac-
tion thereon. He bas traversed over 3,-
ooo miles of canais in ail, & the conces-
sions for this radical change have been
granted in Beigium, where it is anticipated
that the installation wilI be completed by next

year. In England the scheme is oniy in anl
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embryo stage ; but in view of the great suc-
cess which has attended the introduction of
eiectric traction for other purposes, there ap-
pears every probabiiity of the Co. receiving
the necessary permission. The Co. guaran.
tees an economy Of 40% in the cost of motive
power. It wiil aiso seil power to manufac-
turers, & suppiy the neighborhoods through
which the canais extend with a cheap source

of electric lighting. It is also explained that
another advantage of the system will be that
the position of any particular boat will always
be known, so that the goods will not be lost
sight of by the shipper from one end of the
journey to the other. Under the present sys-
tem of horse traction, owing to the location
of the boat îîot being known, goods are often
lost sight of for days.
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