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lVONDER.

1 %vndcr oit why -'ou and 1 suti grope
Alune an datkness, th.uugh a îwuld -f srit,
WVhen close bouide us wvaiting fQ he ,slPd
Stands Ont whc fain would tend ecd traubied lire
loto the Rlorious suoshaine of Has love.
WVbre iigna the puace zyicti comella from ab,ve.
1 suanemmes wundel. Ijo, %%hy ire permit
1;nch trivai ablogs asa plesure. work or tare.

To came lîetween our weary sonis and Ilam
Who kndly listcos 10 cacb whspcrted Vrayel
ý .c arte too prone t. put tbc best aside,
Content ta walk aone in foolish pride.
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il PHERE WrAS NO BOOM."

For ages there bas been o continuons
stream cf cîiticism poured upon tht proprietor
of that little mnn at Bethlehem, jnst bec-ause
il is said cf joseph, Mary aod the Haly Bobo
that "thore was ne zoom for them in tht
ian." The critics bave delighted ta point
tht fiager cf saamo towards bliat iaa.keeper,
as thongh ho wtre a mest unneeing, selfish
and mean man. And those werds have uften
been uscd as a text and applied te those svha
weuld make Ilno room"' for Christ in their
hearts. These people bave been told that
thty anghl net te ho se wickedly bcaitlcss ta-
wards the Savionr as that inn-keeper was.
But it is higb time tbat sut-h criticismns ai that
man were calIed off. In the first place, bow
did ho know that tho birtb of tht Savieur was
ta ocut-n tere and thon? Wbat evidenco la
thore ta show that ho bad any intimation.
from any authoritative source, thot Mary was
tht expoctant mother of Christ and «bat it was

she whe appiied for admittance into is ina ?
None. la the second place, it is highly pro-
hable that ail of tht accommodations la tht
inn bad beon fuly taken up bofore joseph
and Mary soughat a lodging place theme Thtre
is ne reason te think that the keepor would
net bave accammcdated themn just as îeadily
as he did others, could he have dent se. His
ton was already full, and sa the next best
thing ho could do was te lt themn have tht
use cf tht building for the cattle. Leara this:
Christi anity con adapt itself te any situation.
It is not depeodeat upon fine parlers and
elegant bedîooms for headquartoîs.

C. H. WVETHERBE.
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C0ITIONS ON MALACHI.

CHAP. 111i: 8-10.

These may net hcoaf mut-h value ta others.
Evea se. They are worth a good deal ta my-
self. This is tht chief considoration for
individuzl members and adherents cf Christian
t-hurt-bts. Each ane for himstîf in the parti-
t-niai- f obligation and duty. I de netpretead
ta know all about Iltithes " or a tithe even of
what many athers know. Quito sincere amn I
in saying se, and sure, that anything I could
say bas heen better said thousands cf timos.
j amn, 1 repeat, looking at the mtter for my
awn information and guidance. Loeking, 1
set that cf aId time ttbes were enoiaed,
were exaced, were paid, wor cccasieaally,
witbheld. This, ton, I sot that the withbld-
ing o.f them was accounted a rohbing cf God.
It is a grave offence te rab any one cf ony-
tbing that of right belongs te hlm. A mut-b
graver cfence it is sureiy te rab God. More-
ov.rr, 1 soc that very many did nt knew, cr
afftcttd flot te know, that they -veit blamt-
warthy inso deing. And they wished ta kaes
wborin they wereto blamne. This was agood
wisb, if it was siacere. They might bave
known, we think. It seerns os if they conld
net have belped knowing. But thon some ai
us perbaps do net koow, "r bave net. as yet,
considered and seticd ia our m*-tds wbether
ci not o similar obligation, which, up ta this
present, we have cverlooked, is resting upon
ns. It is astanishing hew unknowing we are
when we do net wisb ta knoew Tt is net, 1
f=a, the perception, but 'ho performL.ice af
duby that is sc difficult ta ns nnkzào'ring ones.
If wilIul, aur unkaowiognoss is Det 1 srmiess
It 15 a terrible thing ta ho "acursed with a
,urse." When or in vwbab faim it w*.hi came 1
do not knaw and wil! not " predict." Fron

wbam t wilt camne I do know. And this aise,
that "tht cuise causelessshallaiotcomle.' It
gladdens onetot sec that a Ilbltssing " ls
promased ta "lthe hringang in cf tht tithes inta
tht stoiebouse." We would, 1 presuime, like
te have the biossing came dewa and iest upen
us. He wha promises to bestaw !ta will
acaîher forgex nor (ail of doing so, at the pro,
per tome and an the îagbt way. He permits,
Ho enjoins us ta"1 prove " Hlm. Many have
provcd Hîa. The numbtr cf thase wha art
proving Ham as increasing. 1 have net 50 fat
heard of any ci them havaag ceea disappoint-
ed, whethtr andavduals or churches. Sncb a
blessng 1 Such fultncss cf blesng, on mind,on
beort, on home, on business, on wark, on wor-
ship i We should, as tht very least we coni do,
fairly consider and examine this question cf
giving to the Lord of tboîwehave reccived frorn
tht Lord. That is with a view teoa definite and
conclusive settlement of it in ourt-'mindis.
Surely, in regard ta a question, presentiflg t
once a divine and buman aspect, it is vtrY
%vioag and very unsafe ta beave aur minds
uninformed and unsettled. SENEX.
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PULPIT REA4DING.

We will appreciate tht powrer af gond iead-
îng and the futlty of more droning, wben wo
censader that many wbo nover dream cf read-
ing a pocm thetaselves wîll eagerly pay igh
ta hear somo gcod elocutonist render it. We
are apatbetit- under ideas ccldly impaîted,
howevei noble or vivifying they may in them-
selves ho, but wo are fired hy the commea-
places cf enthu5iasta. Let an ordinary man
madl alond a sermon cf Spurgeon, or Chai-
mers, or Principal Grant, and v'ho cares for
it particulaily? But whe wculd remain un-
stirred under their living voit-es? or, indeed,
under coecf their sermons spoken with their
spirit by anybody?

Miniseîs are as a ruIe botter readors thon
any ather ciass of men. Tbey read with due
decoîum and solemnity and gencrally articu-
loto welI. But having sald this, we have said
almost ail, for most pulpit reading sceets to
be very perfunctoiy. Tht Scripture lesson is
part cf tht routine of service, and must ho
donc with proper dignity and roverence. Few
make it " piercinyg as a twe-edged sword,"' or
raiseoaur spirits by reveffling the grandeur cf
its poetiy, or the sublimity cf ils thenght ;
few move ns te sympathy with its record of
sufleriag, cf endurance and cf redemption.

Tht passages which are t-hoseto tacho îad
are geatrally very familiar cnes ; se (amiliar,
indeed, that they bave ceasod ta convey mut-h
meaning, and we are as havingecars and hear-
ing net. Wo have ta maire a decided effert te
break tbrough loto the heart cf them. Tht
Scripture, then, wil (aIl on apathotic tais,
unless a quickentd human spirit utters it-
utters it as if recived an tht very day tram
the lips cf God, vivid with ail its tonly eaergy
and fire. The message is not aid and woin'
jnst te ho drcnod for tht hundredth ime in
listless cars, but young, piorcing and active,
tbe'veîy breath cf life. Paul's fervour wil
not kindie us, unloss we aise bear Pan's voit-t.
We will flot hear Cbrist's words, un-
iess we aise hear ln them Christ's spirit. Lot
.bc minister put that energy and expression
inta bis Scripture reading whch ho does (if
ho be earnestj labo bis sermons, and we shall
have Scripture iadeed. But many scom te
tbink that ail is weIi if tht wards are uttered.
When a passage is iil-read we net oaly do net
feel ils meaniog or power, but vie eftcn do mot
get the sense. Besides we are put ont ci
syrnpathy wîh ih becanse cf tht wadt ci

* armony betweoa tht reading and tht thougbt
cr feeling. Tht fioest passage wiil thus bc

f most degraded and meaningless when hadly
read.

Ncw, aabody wants fiac elocution in the
rpulit, ar drarnatic eflect i we do net want to
; ;dmire thtermadling, but what is rcad. Ai
2 we 2:1k is intelligent, earatat, sympathbetic
e eading, sncb as any man qaialified ta hco

raînister caca give if ho will. Good reading
mlot cnly canvoys te as vividiy the cozaplete

*meaning cf the passaège read, bnt se exbihits
tht spir;t cf the wrter that vre art bîongbi
labo sy.mpathy with hlm, anci realize flly ls

rthougbr and feeling. 0f ail the miaistorsI
n have badl tht privilege ,f listening ta, I kov

Of anc Only who bas satisfied me ln this te-
spect, and the majority bave perhaps botter
capacity Of vaice than hc. Among the maniy
thingp 1 have learned fromt Mr. M. 1 bave
learued the heauty and power of Scriplure
wellread. 1 hadt rather bear hlm read a
psalin than hear most ministers preach a ser.
mou. 1 remembor once having had au
obscure passage in Isatah made quite clear
ta me imply by Mr. M.'s reading. And 1
know that the wholc secret cf bis power is,
that, realizing clearly the heauty and power of
what hc is reading, hie puts bis whole strcngtb,
bis intellect, imagination ond sympathy into
t, as ho docs nto his sermons. Sa it is that
familiar psolms and prayers are on bis lips
ever new and beautiful, and pregnont with
meaning.-" A Criticism (rom the Pew," by
W. H. M. __ _ _
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TU!E B0OK 0F LUFE.

NVo cannot think of books being literally
kept la heaven. Yet wo read that there is a
book of life out of which we are ta, bejudged.
There must bchom~etbing then that corres-
ponds ta a book. What may this ho? 1 have
thought it possible that aur own memory may
really ho that hook cf rcmembrance. But are
flot most cf tht events cf lige effaç.ed from
aur memory long ago? Ccrtainly they da
seem tobch effced ; for the most part thoy
are not present ta aur consciousness. But
May they not ho revived? We have but a
strait idea cf the latent power cf memory.
We can carry millions cf events %vith the most
perfect eaue, the events whicb may lie buried
in the depths cf forgetfulnecss, but yet which
by some curions Iaws cf îhought can be pro.
sented ta aur consciousness in a moment, and
with a vividness that is surprising. There are
suitablo laws of association hy which events
are instantly recalled that we thought had
passed from our memary forever. And wua,
can say that the conditions may net bc furnish-
ed in a future lite hy which every single event
of our past may ho rccallcd ? That may really
bc the law cf our being. We may find it yet
as natural and easy ta remember ail the ovents
ai aur lige as we find it ncw ta rememiber a few
cf them. More tban this, we kncw that new
scenes often awaken new pcwers. 1 remem-
ber, for instance, when 1 first awoked tuaa
sonse af the heantifual in nature. It occnrred
on a trip that I made up the Scottish
lakes. Ail at once the glorious.scenery struck
a chard in my heart that had hardly vihrated,
betore. A nowsenso was called inta beingt
or at least a dormant sense was awakened.
Hencoforth 1 was alive tu a sonse ai the beau-
tiful as I nover was before. It was the sur-
rounding scenery that called out this dormant
sense of mine inta now lige. Naw if sucb is
the effoct af aur presont material surronncings,
whe can say what new powers may ho deve-
loped ln us when we came loto contact with
eternal scents? And if we con ho so affected
now iwhile dominated se largely hy the flesb,
what enlargement and inspiration may ho in
coe for us wben we get inta tho realm cf
spirit. How vastly the power wo have now
may bo developed thon. What height and
bîeadth and depth may be added ta ail aur

lfaculties. How accurato our judgment may
become, bow vast the sweep cf aur imagina-
tion, how thrilling aur sonse of the beautiflil.
And is aur memory ta ho at fault thon ? Is
that faculty nt ta ho perfected with ail tho
rest ? It seems more reasonable ta ieliove that

*memorywili then bo se quickened that it wil
summon up without effort ail the images that

1 have over passedl before it. Thus tho tablets
cf aur awn memory may ho God's Book thot
is receiving naw the record cf aur lige, the
record tbat is ta be apened and read bofore an
assembled world.

Tarante. JOSEPH HAMILTON.

SUNVSEINE APTER STORM.

Al at nigbt the storm ragcd and cavered
V the trees with a caating cf ice. Ia.day the

son broke forth and the treos, sparkled with a
blaze of diamonds. But for the freezing storm
we sbould net have bad this scene of sp;endor.

J As 1 look out cf my windows at the gorgeons
4 spectacle, 1 amn reminded how storm and sun-
a shine both play thoir part in Ged's wise provi-
g dence and ia the development cf Christian
echai-actez. So.ne of my readers rnay now ho

"ri~der the peltings cf severe trial. Deep cati-
etb unto deep, and ail tht waves and tht bit.

s lows are gant avor 'yen It %vas jnst se witb
I the Psalmist . but be halds fast ta the helmx
x during the hurricane, and sboàts -in thte:eth

of the gale, Il B.e !hou in Gad, fer 1 shalyet
praise Hlm 1" Net now, but by and bys the
timo for singlng praises will came. Others cf
God's children badl the samne experience,
Abraham cllmbed Mount Moriah under a
storm.cloud whon he went ta offet up Icaac,
but thetIlclear shining afier tain ' came when
Gad approved bis faith, and spared the be
laved! son olso. A long, dark night cf trial
did joseph pass tbrough ; but thon came the
flashing sple ndar cf bis righteous f!xltatien
There are tarty ane chapters cf the Book or
job, througb wbichbheats the storm which
arme 'lthe four corners cf bis bouse ;" but in
the forty second chapter the biuo skies break
firth ia a blaze of returaing prospority.

This la the way by which aur hcaveniy
Father trains and disciplines Ris children.
His chastisemonts are net for the presenit loy-
ans ; they are terrihly grievous. Nevertho-
lesa, aflerwards tboy ild the precieus and
peaceable fruits cf rigbtoousness. Be patient,
my brother ; God daes not oxplain td yeu tht
my3teries of His providence ; hat Ho dots
thon knowest net now, or why Ho dots it ;
,thon shaît know hereafier. Wait and, sec.
Hope thon in God ; thou wilt yet praiso Him
wbcn tears have turned te diamonds, like tht
rain draps an yondor trees.

If ycn go inoaua organ monufactery Voir
will sec tàe pieccs af motal beiag shaped, and
tht wood heing sawed and plantd and polish-
cd. That wokshop is a scenucof dust and
unsghtiy shavîngs and apparent rubhisb. But
eut cf tbat shop will yet emerge tht magnifi-
cent instrument whîcb shail 611 the sanctnary
with its waves cf molody. It as in jnst sncb
workshops of Divine providence that Hope
prepares for the music cf tht future. She is
furashing pipe after pipe, and puttaag .a key
afier key ; and îhey wll yet praiso the God cf
love with a chorus cf Hallelujahs.

God knaws best when we need tht drench-
ings of trial. Net one drop of sorraw, net a
single tear, but bas its heaven.ordered pur.
pose. Christ's couatenarce nover hoamswiîh
such brightness as wheo ïî breaks forth af ter
a deluZt cf sorîow. The only lttie daughter
of a beloved friend cf mine was lyîog at tht
poirt cf death and semingly in a svreet, quiet
sleep. My friend took the physician aside
and asked bita, IlDoctor, daa't ycu tbink she
wîll ston wakc up?" "Na," replied the doctar,
"%ne, nit tili she wakes up in heaven 1" Toto
tht gitat deeps cf agony were broken np w
tht b carts cf my friend and bis grief-staitten
wife. By and by thorax came cut a bit of blue
sky ia thas assurance," Wtiom 1 lave 1 chas-
ten." Then peered out another bright spot.
"IAil thiogs wark toetther for gond ta them
that love Gad -" and thtn this one, "lThase
whomn the Father bath gavea*Me i-hall be wilh
M.-." And se the skybrightened te those ho-
reaved parents tbraugh thoir tars, until their
seuls began ta glisten like yender trocs, an
whese branches tht raindrops have tuîned te
flashing crystals sa tht sunlight. Botter,
stronger and mort usoful ta aitiers bave those
Christian parents heoame since that soie afflic-
tien : and I nover have warshipped in the
beautiful littît church which they huit as a
memoriat cf that daughter wthout tbanking
how love con rainbow a slorm-cleud.

Ail ye childien of Gad who are under the
pressure cf poverty or the downpour cf dis-
appointmonts ci tht blizzards of adversity,
"Ithink itnot strange as thcugh saime new
thing had hàppenod unta yeni.»Millians have
had the saine experitace. Noaetra ever yeî
drowntd a truc believer, ar washod eut the
fortndations cf His everlasting hepe. If yen
take trials wisely and rightly, thon the "ltrial
cf Vaur faith wil! bc found unta praiso and
henor and glory at the oppeariog cf aut Lord
and Savicur lesus Christ.» Two tboughts
cughtto give vouircurage. Ont is thot aur
Lardloves ta bannir and î..ward unwavcring
faitb. Ho sonds the stcrm te teit yon, and
thon the smile cf His suoshine ta rewaîcl yen.
Sncb bas been tht testimony of aIl His failb-

tfuilaines tram tht days cf thet empest-tried
Apestîts ta the present heur. Another
thonghit is that the skies are nover se crystai-
fino ns whtn tboy have heen washed by a
storm. Tht ceuntenance ai Jesus is nover se
welcome, sa cheering, cElovablo as wnen Hoe
breaks upon ns as .a son cf consolation and

*jey af;e.r trials. Look eut cf thy windows, my
friond, and yen will sec the sparkling promises
that glittei like jewls on overy bonigb. Why
is thy seul disqn:eted within thee ? Hope thonJ
i n Gad ; thon shaltyet praise Hian when tht
last cioud bas vanished and the at tar îs1

dritd. ChzrL fielUzencer.
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