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A cIIA'3sr.1fAs GIFZ eOR ISS.

A Christmas gift for Jeans,
And what shali such gifl hec

An offtcing af knowledge
To tend &cass the sea%

WVlerc many little chilrcn
Ne'er heard the Cltistrmas story

OflJesus' loiring kindncss,
lits sufferirig andI glory;

WVhere many little childien
Ne'er hearri ai Christmas joys,

Or trees with presents laden
For happy guIis andI boys;

Nor read the Bible story,
Ilow wise men came by night,

AndI saw amid the darlcneu
A wondrous star ai light,

WVhict glided them te tBethlehem.,
Across judere't plain,

Wn'terc shepherds watched their flocks by night,
And heard the glatI refrain

0<f " l'eace on earth, pood will 'D men.
IleholtI, the Christ esbte n1'

AndI thus they heard the tidings
Thar blesacd Christmas mortn.

Shaîl we not, tell Ia otbcrt
llow Jelns, frotteabove,

llrenght 'en ta ltle children
The ilessing af Ili%,love?

'Twill bc a gui ta oJesui,
That we sentI acrais the set;

le satb ofai al we de fer these,
" Ve did il unto Me."

'Twill be a girt for jes
If we help the peor antI aid

To camiort, warmth andI shelter
Frotte intcr's Piercing coltI.

If we cheersItle weary-hearted
13Y kindly word or phrase,

'Twill hcip te bItas and itighten
This gladsome day ai day,.

Oh, Det atone for pleasuse
tias this glati day beten given;

'Tis a mile.stonc an lite', pathway
To guide us nearer hcavcn.

'Twill bc a guiftfor Jesus
If ve trive ta do out part

XI building np les kingdom
With truc and thaxikiut heart.

Let us being a girt ta Jesus
The coming Christmas tide,

Of earnest effort for the right,
And in His love abidle.

CHRIS TAlAS TREA TS IN ZNDIA.

To yole, dear children, who have so many treats in tht
year, thetIlChristmas treat," witb its Christmas tree, is, Per-
baps, the most leved ai ail. You can imagine then what a
Cbristmas treai wonld mean ta those wbo have but Ibis one
treat in a year. Our Hindustani school childmen think rnuch
ai their Christmas treat. Tbey know, firsi af aIl, li the Chris-
tian schools, ihai we have ibis I reat " te keep tht birtbday
ai the Lard Jesus-tbe Christ child wbose namne they bear,
love and reverence. And tben ibat îbey will get their suit ai
new cînîbes, and a IlkhitV' or feat.

Vour Christmas trees are loaded with doits and toys ; i
knc'w we bave ta ti.nk ai something t a t or ta wear ae; prizes
for aur schoolgirls 1 ' tîcat skirt and îacket is aften beyond
tht meaxis 'f those wbam we teach, ihat a certain amouent of
covering is necessary ta niodesîy and well.being, and then a
feasi of gaod îbings gives quite as much pleasure ta a Hindu.
stani as ta an English child.

Tht teachers ai ibese native Christian scbools îbink anxx
iously sometimes of bow these prises are ta be gai in eadi-
xess ; and îbey wander if the dear Sunday school cildreai
in England will coxtrive ta save a huItt pocket money ta
pravide a " treat " for their filie dark sisters li India, or how
many skirts will be sewed by industrions fingers, and wbether
they wili dress a few doits for the wtt ones that desire ibis
luxury. Vaur Englisb dolly, wiuh its pretty face and flowing
cutIs, is indeed a novelty. You sbonld set tht siff, straigbt,
rag dolis, weuh flai, paixted faces that are made ini ibis coun-
try. Their claîbing you would îhink curions, but you would
certainly îhink tht daits hideotas.

Tht childmen are not allen disappointed ; some anc is sure
ta be kind enougb ta tbink ai sending a few dolîs. Wben 1
came ont ta India, eight years ago, a lady said ta me :
',Came loto this raam ; 1 ilh»ixtroduce you to sorte ai yaur
ftllowpassengers 1" and wbo, or what do yen think I saw ? A
large bcd covered witb dressed dolîs, ready ta 6e packed ii',
a box, ta Came oui euth me ta Ixidia.

But 1 arn telling you about a treat and prizes for poor
children, ta cbcm doits are a luxnry, and cloîbes and books
positive necessaries. Tht mission compound is a scene af
exciement and busîle [rom thetime ai early morning service
tilI evening, and ce must follow tht throng of wcmnx and
chiîdren in their chite cotton dresses, who, with dlean,
brown, shining faces, are entering tht large Ilkoti," and ce
shall setc hat (un is in store for them there. What would
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you think of four large, wellligbted trees in a row without a
gift or a toy upon them-nothing but tinsel flowers and sucb
like paper decorations ? Ycu would ask :"I Where are the
prises?" Weil, on a large table ai the end af tbe hall we
find them, wiuh the name af eacb happy recipient attached.
You sec such prises as these, sîe., clothes, books, etc., are
toc wighty ta be suspended from the trees. Flat rice "lbar-
tans " and vessels ta drink (ram are among the prises, and
find reat lavaur, as each member of a bausehold bas bis
own special cup ar i plate. These are of brass, or tin.ware,
vcry bright and prctty.laaking when new. Same curins
hymas, called <l'bhajcins," with strange tunes, are sung
heartily, and thexi the prizes are given out, and the feasi
follows.

Now at anather Christmas treat, ai which the cbildren of
thrce non-Christian schools wcre present, the portion af the
fcast allotted ta each child is taken away in their little Ilbar-
tans " or trays ta bcecaten ai hot .el as the differing castes
are unable ta cartegether. Aiter whicb came the distribu-
tion af prises, which were more fanciful than thase describ>ed
above ; dolîs, teys and wark-bags, and even pencil-cases and
drawing-slates were amang thern. Then followed a magic.
lantern exhibition. This the children called I pictures ai
light," and they wcre samiewhat alarmed as the bright pic-
turcs glawed o the sheet ini the midst af surraunding dark-
ness. But as they gradually became accustamed ta this, and
interested in the descriptions given ai the subjects as they were
displayed, they (argot their fcar and tbaraughly enjoyed them-
selves. Some ai the pictures were about the Scripture lessans
they had in school, and they answered questions an these witb
case and readiness.

Very pretty they lnoked, about 200 children in gay-coloured
ganse and muslin " ch.1dths," or veils, trimmed witb gald and
silver (tinsel) embr.îdcry. On wrist and ankle smart bangles
and bracelets, large silver rings on their big tees, and a few
high-caste girls had rings ini ibeir noses, tight or ten inchts
in circunference-some larger, rcaching belaw the chin. Silk
trausers or divided skirt campîcte the costume, for the veil
reacbing te the feet is cansidered suffcient coverirlg for the
neck and arms, unless the long chains about neck and waist
are caunted clothing. Many ai the parents and friends af
ibese cbilrtren were present, and thonght the lighted picinres
a great marvel ; andi numnbers ai uninvited guesis filled every
available space ta view the tamnassh. (sight).

As yen would expect, the parents af ibis Class af scbolar
contribute something in fees îawards tbe education ai their
children, but they care se little about having girls tangbt that
îhey will pav but little ; and thus it is left for ns, wbo know
the vaInc of knowledge, ta provide the neccssary fuxids, whicb
we do willingly, ratller than Ici these little anes grow up ta be
as ignorant and bigoted as iheir parerats are. And the suc-
cessful examinatiens prove that girls caxi learn as welI as
beys ; and their awakened interest and intrelligenice is aur besi
reward, fer we ki.,ow that education, wih gadliness, prepares
them fer a happy, useful future.

BUT TWELVE HOUÂ'S LONG.

The great Indian Rajah Montja, it is said, had but anc
son, ta whose educatien' he gave mucix time anid îhougbr, in
order ibat the boy might be ftied ior bis higb place. Among
bis devices for the wise traliiine ai bis son was the placing
near birn an aId mani whose duty was ta say ta tht prince,
wbenever he was enîeying any pleasure keenly: Il The day
bath but twelve haurs."

Whers the lad, on the other hand, was sick or in trouble,
hc c1hâoged the warning te, thtexight is but twelve hours
long."

The poar lad, sîruggling îhrough college in a crawd af
Yvealthy. class-mates, fancies the mortifications and humilia-
tions which be endures will last as long as lifte itse1. He for-
gels hnw swiftly li this country social condition cbanges. lI
twenty years flot a mani in '.his class probably will stand
where he dotes to-day. Each mani will bave found bis place
for himnself. There are among aur readers, ton, many plain,
unattractive girls, who flnd themselves neglected while their
prettier camraniians are admired and conrted. There suifer-
ing is not a ihing ta smile ai; it is real and sharp. They are
ai the age ta which beanty and grace are fitting, and they bave
neither wisdom noir experience ta bear disappoîitmeni coolly.

But they sbould remember thai there are other ann more
paient charms iban pink checks and bright cyts which will tell
li the long run.

The nigbî, hawever dark, is but twelve bouts long; witb
each warning came fresh chances and possîbilities for ail
ai us.

WIiAT CAN A GIRL 0F SL'CTEN DO

This questinnfis 9nai easily answered, but it will be
atutmpted in the ueKt volume ci Thse Youtlè's Companion, in a
series of helpful papers by Amelia E. Barr, " Marian Har-
land," Mery A. Livemmore and Il jenny j une."

PEritArs the finesi bock premium ever offered ini Canada is Dr.
Farrar's IlLife af Christ." Of this work-richly illustrateti and
appropriaiely bound-Zion's Heraid says : IlIf we were asked by a
young ninistcr, by a Sunday school teachcr. or by the intelligent head
ai a family which Lufe ai Christ' would bc the mati serviceablcito
him, we should answer, Faitar's." You can gel it by sendingus the
names ai six new subacriber. ta THir CANADA PRESBYT-KRIANt 0n2
ai the mai popular family rapera li the Dominion. Specimea copias
cnt (tee on application.

Sabbatb %cbool teacbet.
INTERNA TIONAL LASSONS

JBn.4, JTHE KINCOOM DIVIDEO. I2

GOLUi TK.x.-Prlde goeth be'ore destuctloo, and a
haugbty spirit belote a xaI-r v ii.M

INTROPJCTroRY.
The kingdom aofilsrael under Solemon had attained ils strcasts

magnificence. 11h reign liadt ended and the glory liait depatted
framn the kingdoni. keboboani cat thc legitimate successor ta tht
tbrone, but during the flrst day, af i hs tign the kixigdorm cas divided,
andI bas never been re.unnted. The division tache place nearly a theis-
aand years belote the blth ai Christ.

1. Rehoboama Ceronation.-In i Kinga xiv. 21 it is sait] that
Rehoboam was forty-one years aid ehen lie began bis reign. This,,
however, is suppoacd by commentators te bc a miistake on the part ofa traxisctîber, since the llebiew letters used in natation (eior ty-ant
and twenty-ane are somewhat sinular. Ih la thought that he began
ta teign in bis twenty rirst vear. That agt cauld at leait compt
better with the description ai his character hitte given than the more
adlvaniced agc that appears li the teat. Rehoboam'a niother waa
Naamah, an Ammoniteas, and a heathexi cho &fier he marriage wlth
Solomon coxtinued ta practise heathen wonhip. Since a mother',
influence la great <ibher for Rond orecvii, thia young Hcbrew prince

ha h i earîn te have an idolattous mother, and tht consequen.
ces f bs etlytraining ere <cli b, hlm a: long ai lhe lived. ne

David andI Solomon the kingdom aif [artel hadl been conaolidated and
aittained se a bigh degret af mateial praapcnity. The population
'bout ihis lime is supposes! te have been about 6,ooo,ooo. HatI
Iiehoboam been gilted with ordinary prudence and ioeesight, tht
prosperiîy ai the nation night have been continues! thrauithout bis
rcigo. The people bad suembled li large numbers taelîinesa the
cuonation ceremoniet at Shechenu, an Important town in central Pa!-
estie, Iying In the valley between Mounts Ebal and Geriutim. It la
now hnwn by the naine af Nablous, lere then tht people were
gathered in puYbi assenubly. Ieroboam, the son ai Nebut, cas a
man ai much capacity and energy, andI po4sibly rather ambitions.
lie badl been telected as everacer aver thc fonces! labourera dia.
Solomoxi calletI forth. It had been ioreteld by the praphet Ahijah
that bec ouid succeed Salomon in tht ;overniment af tht texi tribes.
This camixig te the lenowledge of thteskig, it cas unsafe for Jesaboam
te remain in the land o ialart. lie, thereiore, senghi an asylum in
Egypt, where he remaines! titi aiter the death ai Solaînon. Many ai
the people lookes! ta Jeroboarm as a leader. rhey desires! hls pies-
etîce in thet nsembly ai Shechenu.

IL. A Remonstrance.-Duting tht later years af Solotnax'à
tcign the people were beqinxn g te itel that their condition cas
becoming burdensome. nfarcI labour and beavy taxation wdt-(
tiiings te chici they could net. easily bc recanciled. At th-ý comn-
mencement ai a nec teign st cas desirable, therefare, to cerne te
some understandirig. They cere ini hoppe-tata the r.aw king might
remove îhcir giievancet. They selected Jerabr.m a ne ai their
represexitatives cho shanld prefer their requ-ti. They tate plainly
ta the king: Thy father made aur yoke grievous ; nec therefore

makethonthtgrieveus service ai tby father, andi bis heavy yoice
which he put upon ns. igter, P.-ad ce cill serve thee." ln pre-
senting this requesi there cae nothing disrespc.ctful or inconaisteni
with tht righta ai cititenthip. A people have tht right ta say how
they shaîl bc govetned. An uximixed despotismi receivea ne ceunie-
nance in Sct ipturc. Tht anly sensble thing tht king did i tht cir-
cunstances cas te taIse tme for considering tic requesi presented.
lit ditI net answer affhand. Ht might, however, have dent so, for
aIU tbc. use be matIe ai the delay be sangit. lI seeklnr the advice af
elhers aider anid more expeienced than hiraseli, bc did rigit, and it
wauld have been well bas!lhe followed tht advice tiey gave. These
aId meni cho hadl been ixi tht service of his father kncc cdll the con-
dition ai the people, and chat could bc tht best course te pursue in
the circumitances. Thty counacîles! the yauxig king te listen te the

grievances of wbich tht people compiained, andte t promise them
relief. Concession by the king ne, cauld be grattiully acccpted by
tht people. Kindly wards couls! go a long way, and they wonld
contine loyaîli the future. This advice cas net pleaaixig ta Relie.
bam. Ht cas foolisi enangh te reecc counsel b-caisçe it was mot
agreeablc ta hini. lie turned neir te the jouL..meni cao hall
gran up euth him, those be had selected a-, bis adviacra. With
the rashotss of yauth lhcy have no hesitationxini giving counac
extireiy différent frant that texidered by the aI i men. Tbey snggeat
that the remaxistrance ai tht people be repellexl xinisuling termes. I
figurative terres îhey snggest that be intimai: tta tht people that his
determination cas much stronger than bis iather'a, and that tiey
need laok for ne relief ira. hlm. Instead it shonis! bc bis purpase ta
maIn t beir lot harder than belore. I the blocs af tht taskmastera'
whips were stinging belote, nac they sbould be chastises! eith scor-
pions, ihat is they wouîd <tel more bitterly thaxi ever tht sevcrity
with wbich ticy sbauld be governes! by tht ne, kinig. Tht advice
ai the>roung courtiers cas about tht carat that could have beexi

g In e htctc esa Iccs. di csdctted b y ignorance, self-cen
cuit ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .atpid. Tc toutpoibly that by snggetting this

courtta tht Yo"nZ king thcy could thereby advance theit ocni
.intetIbut uthi hycr nsae.Teir advice vcas uttesly
discredites! by the remults that folowes!.

III. ThteIings Poollah Answer.-Three tIays after tht
requcat had been presentes! ta Rehoboam bhe cas prepares! ta return
an answer. "I-le answcred the people irouZhîy." H la answer cas
ungracieus andI bis mariner no deubt maie ungtacions stili. Ht ap-
peared as a tyrant, net as a cite niler. Wben bis father succetdes! te
the kirgdom be ton, songit adrice, but he tonght it frein God. It
cas gîven him andI he followed it. There la no mention madIe ai
Rehoboam's having askets for divine guidance. Ht soughi tht court-
sel firi aithe aId, thexi ai the yonna mmxi, and I"ble apakIntatht.
alter the counsel af tht yeuog men. Ht did not consider the pas-
sible canscquences ai bis folîy. Headstrong andtu ab, be did ini a
ie moments chai be neyer couls! uxdo. Tht Lord guides! events se
thai tht king suiffred the cansequencea cf bis ocn ioîly. The rend-
ingai thtkingdomn ad been iarcahadowed ixi tht prophecy e! Ahijab,
i King Xi. 26.4o. Tht ople cere no donbt astounded at the
kixig's declaration. Their mind, hocever, cas sono madIe up. lI
corda more dignifies thanth king'a they renounces! theit altgianct
te the hanse ai David, saying : "Il t por bave re li David?
Neither have ce ixiberitace li thetntonfi este ; ta your tents, 0
Isral ; nec sec ta ihine aorh oute, Davi ." This wci thtan-
guage ai uxiutalcable revoIt. The people diapersed andI the king
cas left te meditate, toc laie, on bis folly. Those ai the ten tribes
living ini tht cities ai Judah remaîned the subiecta af Rehaboaun, but
al athera bati rcnonniced bis tovtrtignty.

PRACTICAL SUGGIONS.
A foolih ton nuay scetd a cisc father.
Wisdom ira. on bigh is ai al l imes necesaary for the guidance

ai life, but there are tnrning pointa chere it la specially needfuL.
If any maxi lack claie.o let hlm ashe of God cho giveth te aIlli11.

erally and npbraideth mot.
Tht widoandexperience ai the aId should not bc dttplaed.
Evil cansequeisces attend acting on bad advice. Wrong action

inmaiably producta crong reanîta.


