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A SER411ON IN RAidifBM.

Il you have a lriend wortli loving
Lov~e hirn. Ves, and let hlm knowr

That you lave him, ece life's eveninz
Tinge is brow with sunset glow.

Why should goad words neer tbc saifi
Of a friend tilI be is deafi ?

If you hear a sang iliat thrilîs Vous
Sung hy any ctild Of Song,

l'taise u. Do nont letthe singer
%Vait desetve'l praises long.

Why shenld one who thrilîs yaur heart
Lack the joy von nîay imp.r?

I you tienr a îîrayer that mos-es you,
lly its humbtle, leiding tant,

loin it. Do flot Iei tht secker
1kw liefore hi, God alone.

WVtbyshonîfi ont )yunrbraîluer snate
The strength afi1, two or thrcee in jîrayer?

If yen sec the hot tears iallinr
Fron a brother's weeping CYts,

Sharc t hem, and by kinrlly shariii,
Own ),our kinship with the skies.

Whv should any one bc glad
When a brothe's heart is sad ?

f a silvety laugh gocs îipîpling.
Tlîrough the sunshine un is face.

Shate i-'tis the wise man's saying-
For bath grief and jey a place.

There's healîh and goodness in the uîîith
Rn which an honesi langh lias btith.

If yonr work is mîade more ensy
Ily a lriendly, helping hanil,

Say so. Speak ont brave anod îruly,
Ere the daukness s-ii the land.

Should a brother workman dear
Falier for a word ai cheer?

Scater thus yotir se.:ds oflkindntss,
AIU entiching as von go ;

Leave them. Trust tht Ilarvest Giv-et,
Ile will make cach sced ta grow.

Sa, until ils happy end,
V'our ilt %hall nes-er lack a frienc.

-Rn'. Dr. D. IV. Iioyi,, us Hrald izmd Fr'ibyter.

THE DANGERS 0F J'RESI;I'TERJA N
PSA LMOdI)Y.

Rn a recent visit ta Scotland 1 have enquired and observed
ta a cansiderable extent in the mater aifl'resbytenian Church
mnsic, prompted not only by a strong general syrnpathy with
Prcsbyterian iontrs of service, but by an enthnsiasmn for con-
gregatianal sang, and a desire for tht deepening af the spiri-
tual liiethrongh tht public exercise ai caîmaon praise. R have
cenversed witb many ministers and precentors, and atended
severaR services of diverse bodies ; R have tried ta understand
tht currents that are at work, and ta decide if they are al
making fer pregress. Do anv ai yaur readers care ta hear
wbat I bave as a result ta say?

I take it that the Presbyterian service is essentially dema-
cratic. Tht congregatian are mot spectators ai symbolîc or
sacrificial rites, but are themselvcs tht priests and the cele-
brants. Tht interest and solemnity ai tht service does flot
concentrate itself at ane end cf tht Church ; every corner is
equal in importance and dignîty. These prîncuples point ta an
evenly distribntcd rtsponsibilty ; if they are faithinlly applied
they must issue in a supreme cane that during tht singing
every mnd shall be alert, every vice engaged, every sauR in
communion. Tht buman vtoice, as tht expression of ituman
feeling, stands frst, and if mechanical instruments ai music
be added their only justification must be that they beip tht
voices and while aîding the expression of the feeling deepen
the reflex impression made upen the worshippers. Mareover
the end is mot art, but wrsip : let us bave the assistance of
art by al weans, but frst let ns have worship.

In England tht question whether congregational snging
or chir singing is most desirabît bas begun te be discnssed,
but among the Scttish Presbyterians there cao scarceiy be a
doubt upan the paint. Fer my part, while R irequently gather
inspiration from fine choir singing, I should deepiy lament if
it were ta take tht place ai tht more bomneiy, rough and heart-
compelling sang ofithe congregatian. At Park Church, Glas-
gow, wbat chaste music conmes fram tht choir galery 1 R have
more than once falen unde its seductive speil. t is sootbing
and sweet. t rnay even be said ta have its special message ta
the heart. But the sang of tht choir as an exclusive ting in
aur churches is at once impossible and undesirabie. It is im-
passible, because only a very lèew churches can afford to en-
gage siçgers ai sncb skiii that their music is above ctiticism.

t is <undesirabit, because thaugl ane piece (rom the chair
duing the service may be a delight and a profit there is fia
doulit that four-fiftbs af the singing aught ta be the s-mrk ai
the peopethîemselvcs if we wish ta, stir theni, ta apen thein
bearts, ta move themn by a comman impulse.

The great change that has corne aven Presbyterian psalm-
ody duit g recent years is due ta tht introduction ai the
organ andi tht harmonium. This has altened the whole
condition of things. Let me say at once that R sVmpathize
with the changeand regard these instruments, if praperly
used, as aids ta praise. We cannot escape tht influence of
the senses, and snrely the wealth af forin and sound and
colour in nature is a divine sanction for our airt. Whether we
will or flot, nature educates aur imaginations and dowers us
with wsthetic feeling. You cannat fonnd a systeni af wrship
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on a denial of ail this. Let us therefore airn at the beantifuli
and carry otir congregations as high as they will go. 1 mutst
say, bawever, that i fear many Scottish congregations in get-
ting an organ are prompted by.rnixcd feelings, soine oiwhichi are
scarcely justifiable. The first feeling is often anecai laziness.
They want the organist to do the wark for them. It is less
trouble to be silent or te (ollow the sang in a genteel simper
than to sing out heartily. False gentility bas killed the con-
gregatianal voice in niany English churches, and i feair that
even in the rabuster air of the north the sarne relaxing influ-
ence is at work. Another feeling, no more justifiable, is the
desire te imitate things Lngiish instead of progressing inde.
pendently on the lunes of Scottish feeling and tradition. 1 arn
afraid that many young people in Scetland are in the condi-
tion af a young lady 1 met in Chicago, who toid mie she was
sîîfféring from Anglrnania. 1 taRd her-and if there be anv
like hcr in Scotland I tell thern-that 1 hope if tbey irnitate
England it %vill bc ini her best and nlot ber weakest points.

MV irst and strongest position is in reference ta the way
in whicli the change from.unaccompanied ta accompanied sing-
ing is tistally made. The custom is ta dismiss the precen-
tor or canductor and replace him by an organist. Now as a
class organists are not god hairrnasters, and miany af themi
are out af sympithy with vocal work, being absorbed in
theglorions instrunient they play. 1 have spuken ta and cor-
responcled with many precentars who have been disestablished
by the arganist, and the question 1 have put ta themn is: IlWhat
means are being tak"' since you left ta continue the training
af chair and cangregatiaî?" The invariable answer is "none."
N ow the aId " candîcto-. af psalrnody," though hie may bc out
ai fashion, was a useful man in his way. He aiten possessed
special gis in interesting and attracting young people and in
keeping in gond heart and earnestness that most fragile cf
organizations, an amateur choir. He had studied voice.train-
ing and sight-sînging and knew how ta teach them ; he pro-
bably himself passessed a gaod tenor voice ta pattern with.
The Sunday scholars were olten through him linked in sang
vuth the church ; he collected nianey ta buy tune books for
them %hen they took their certificates, and hie led theni in
constant services af sang, sacred cantatas, and other healthy
mîusic. He taught the cangregation in sa fair as they were
willing ta iearn, and he was careful ta urge the use of tunes
generally known and the cautions introduction oi new ones.
Now 1 maintain that ail this wark af the Ilconductor " is just
as much necessary with an argan as without. The fat-il mis-
take that is being made lies in supposing that by sarne magie
charmi the singing, with an organ ta back it op, will take care
afi tself. The cvii af this palicy is alteady manifest in many
churches. The work af the aId precentar will last for same
years, but its impetus will gradually die ont, and then there
must bc either a reaction or the practical cessation ai vocal
praise in the Presbyterian Church. The only third course is
that a race ai organists should be trained who are earneýt
chourmasters, ani in sympathy with congregational and Sun-
day schoai singing. 1 repeat, bowevcr, that sncb arganists are
nowhere camman. They are exceptianal. To divide the
work between twa persons-the plaver may be a lady-is in
the rna)ority of cases the best caurse ta pursue. The con-
ductar will then be kept in fuît activity.

Faurteen years ago mv father establîshed a yearly course
af normal training for chairmasters at the Tonic Sai-fa Col-
lege in London. For the first few years abant two-thirds ai
the students were irani Scatland. Now, although the nom-
be!rs are as large as ever, the proportion af Scoisiien is greatly
diminished. Rt is naw about one in ten. This point is ai no
impartance ta Scotland in se far as it rnerely affects aur col-
lege. but if it means that the dcmand for chair and cangrega-
tional trainers in Scotland is dropping ofti t is certaînly seri-
ans, and thîs, 1 arn afraid, is the case.

Take again prose chaoting. WVhy should Scotiartd
adapt this practice ? It is pnrely Anglican. Prose chanting
is unknown in cither the French or tht German Re-
formed Churches. i myseif wonld behieve in prose chanting
if 1 conld ever flnd a place where it was well dont. The
directins given in the i>salters are admirable, but no ont
observes theni. When therefore 1 find jear aiter year an
ideal set op which nabady carnes near, I canclude that the
ideal is unattainable. Tht chanting in Englanfi is far too fast.
\Vords are clipped and ornitted and the gabble is most un-
scemly. An erninent German musician, choirmaster and
organist ai ane of tht chief Berlin churches, expressed taenme
bis astonishrnent and distaste at the cbanting he heard at St.
Paul*s. Americans (non-Episcopalians) have aiten spoken ta
me in the saine way. A Church ai England choirmaster told
me the other day that bis difficulty was flot in training bis
boys ta sing, but in getting boys who cauld read fast enongh
for tht chanting oi the Psalms. Wbat an îîncanscions con-
fession ? In chanting young and aid, slow and cager, shauld
bc united in a common act ai reverent recitation ai Scriptnre.
Instead cf that tbey rush tbrough tht words at express
speed.

This brings me ta mny iast paint. 1 attended service last
week in tht Established Church cf a srnall northern tawn in
which tht hymns wcre sung at a speed which simply shockcd
nie. Ail my sense of reverence, ail my feeling as a ninsician
stood ou in sorncthing like wrath as with a flippant staccato,
and at the pace cf a qnick step, we bastened over the deepest
thoughts and tht most perfect literary forrns. 1 Rooked round
at the people. 1 recalled my conception ai tht depths and
reserve and salidity of the Scottisb character, and wondered
haw thcy iked it. Let nme say, speaking forn a wide exper-
ience, that the singing of bynins iii the Churcb of England is
net nearly se quick as it was ten or fiteen vears ago. 1 at-

tend rnany services, and ht is seldom now that 1 arn distressed
as 1 was the other day i Scotland. Musical feeling, as %l
as clevotional feeling, is against quick singing. Tht chords
mnst have tirne ta be heard and ta plant theniselves in the
niind. How farthis excessive speed is prtactistid in Scattand
1 ar nent comipetent ta say. But wherever it tnay be henr$ ,t

is neither mnsicianly noir worshipful.
1 amn told that there is ane Preshytetian choir which carn-

sists cntirely of maRes. This is Anglomania in its rnast ex-
aggerated fan. There is certainly an artlessness and a shrill-
ness about boys' vaices which art attractive, and tht ladies
date opon tht surpliced innocent wbose chief thonglits, how-
ever (according ta a recent Anglican writer), are ai toffy.
But the Chtirch ai England bas boy chairs mainly for ecctes-
iastjcal reasans; frorn a desire ta iollow tht tradition of the
temple, and surely these considerations do nat weigh in
Scatland. \Vel-trained boys sing charmingly, but they necd
endless training, and the m.en wha nnderstand tht boys voice
are flot cammon. Town boys, by dint ai hard work, can be
tanght ta sing in the proper register ; but country boys, who
speak and shout in tht apen air aIl day, are hopeless. In Eng-
lish villages 1 have listened ta rnast painlul attempts ta sur-
ply a boy choir in church. Boys, seated in front ta lead 'ýhe
singing, are also weighted with a responsibility beyond their
years. Woinen ire in ordinary cases tht best sopranos. At
the Fonndling Hospital chapel in Landon tht other day 1
noticefi an unconscus proaf af this. Ont hall af the gallery
us filled witli boys and one hall with girls. The chairmaster
t eaches both ; but it is most noticeable that he relies an tht
girls for sInging. Tht boys hold their books op, but they have
evidcntly been told nat ta sing. Tht girls yield tht tasiest
and the best resuits. It is the survival ai tht fittest.

It is greatly ta be desired that Presbyterians should avoid
unintelligent copjing of others, and develop their worship
music in accordance with tht genins ai their communion.
rhen mur-h af preste waywardness and incoherence in thein
services will vanîsh, a-id they will advance open the fin»
grotind af enlisting music as ai servant ai devtin.-/. Sgt-n-
~cr Ciirwen, in Christian Le-ader.

E VER Y MAN'PS WORK' TRIRD.

"Tht ire shaîl try evé-ry man's -:.rk ai what sort it is," i

Cor. iii. 13. We nsed ta think thetire would try every mianls
work ai what quantity it was. But we have been brought ta
set that it is tht quality Gad looks at, not quantity. Rn these
days ai so much working, we do well ta panse and enquire
af what are we building? Whcn sa bnsV for Gad let us
ask ourselves the qiststion: Is ibis really dont for Hini ?
or is it because' like ta do it? Dots my private lufe keep
pace with my public profession? Arn R tht saint in tht family
circle which R seem ta be un the young men's meetings ? )o
R carry miy godliness ino tht worksbop or ino my business ?
Is there a saveur af CFrist abaut aIl my actuons and trans-
actuons ? Rn short, is tht work of God in my awn sout kee-p-
ing clear ahead ai my work for 1-Ru I If not, witlî al the
appeararice ai zeal and work, it is simplv pilîng up fuel for
the burning. Tht ire will try tht qnality ai tht work. Is your
work fer God dont in communion with Him P Tht great point
is flot what you do, but what yeti are. Are we walking with
God ? Are we delighting ourselves with Him ? Ifsa, thedoing
will cane alI right. t was allier tht ;oy ai God's salvation
hadl been restared to David that hie tanght transgressors God's
law, Isa. xli. 12, 13. t was when Isaia's lips hiadt been
touched with tht live coal that hie cried : «' Here am I ; send
rne." saiab vi. S.-Se/ccted.

EF,.VER Y CHPISTI4N BAS A MISSION.

None ci! us livetb ta hinsel.-Roni. xiv. 7.
Thtre is, perhaps, no one point which requires more ta be

pressed an tht attention ai Christian men, womcn and chil-
dren in the present day than this : that every ane s sent
into the world with a mission-tliat is, for saine particular
abject.

He is flot sent litre merely ta vegetate and it ; lie is sent
ta do snrnething for bis Master ; and there is fia one wbo has
net sanie talent whicb he cao employ for God. Every ane
bas a mission. We know vý,hat tht worid considers in be
their missian-just ta live as happily and cornfartably as
they can ; just ta kilI time, without any thought of what will
become ai îhemn when they are calted from tarit.

And what do many Christians regard as their ont and only
business in ibis world ? Why, they think that their mission
is ta take care ai the salvation ai their awn sauls, andI that
when they have secnred that thcy have dont aIl that is
reqnired of theni. My friends, that is but the beginning ai
the wcrk, net tht end. Having been led ta believe an the
Lard Jesus Christ, baving became united ta Him by a living
faith and thus been saved (crever, voti are then ta work, net
for yourselves only, but for yonr fellow-cratures-for man-.
kind.

1-laving been raised up '« rom death unie lufe," show tht
lufe which is in yen ; show it in action-press forward in yonr
Christian course, and let Vour Master sec that Von are will-
ing ta do al that He bas comnianded yen ta do in His ser-
vice. Endeavour ta discover what is yonr mission in tht
world. " Mission " ray be a cant word, but it centains tht
surn and substance ai Christian useiulntss in the worRd.

Endeavaur ta find ont tht gifts God bas impartedl ta yen,
and set yousselves ta work with thern t and whether the loor
mnay be wide or narnow, whether it be in yenr power ta benefit
many or only few, if you do thet ok vshich GotI in lis ptovi-
denccehas given ven ta do, yen will at the last hear ycur Mas-
ter say of yo : IlHtelbas dont what he could." Wbat we can
do is ail that aur Master requires.-Sir E. fluxion.

tuumulm ibin. vigu.


