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T/i Esco TCIf IfiRLS y C.11SEi.

Mlil. EtmînR,-Soiic of lb. rendIers cf your paper
wl i dubtiess bc miore or lots interesteti in thecaC<use
4eké&e wbicb lia, for the pait ycar or two, prepiexeti
lte Ciiîrcb courts of tie re. Kirk of Scotiand andi
caîtieti mtore bcart.buralng anti recrimination thans
any avent in bier bimtory ince site left the Siate bold
andI set uit iouse.keeping for hersai. Tiie came dIce
not stand atone la the Frat Kitk forthere are more tian
une of lier dignîtaries taiaresuspected ci hoiag "tarred
wl' the. saisie stick," andi the United Prcsbyteranm
aise have been excrclseti conmlderabiy over the recent
cases of h>avid Macrae and Fergus Ferguson. There
lias passed over Scotlanti a wave cf ioterodoxy that
botles lit for lte future police efthle Scottlsi Ciurch,
andI lrofessor Robertson Smitb is but tie scapegoat
whîo lias le bear tue ina af rnany trangressors, impiy
bra.use lie bas the courage te express bis opinions
nt choosts ta abide the consestuences. As you are
atvore lie bas failedti l profit by tise tesson re.-d u
hit nt last Assembiy, wbca b.e escapeti Ilby lit.
,-kin af lits tcethb» anti lias gai biiacîfinto a.icrape, out
of ivihti il wiil take ail te ingcnuity of bis friends ta
extricate fitm Andi 1 arn inctined teoîiîink tuat llîey
wiit rail. hile ivili have ta go out Ilinta thc wildcr
net;s,"

1 h.ippco te know Professer Sith, -and in many
reslpccts I adatire hlm. Hae bas undeniable ibiiity, gre.it
lintcr or acquisition andI assimitation, but vcry tltet
originatity. He la the slave of what h.e rends andtihe
prey of opinionativensess. RaisetI la antAberdeen!àiirc
îîar4h, tie son of a Fr.. Kirk tinister raised te tuait
emninence (reins tie ]evel cf a schoolmnastar by the
force cf rircunittances, b.e accupicti an ediientional
lint.beci fer the first ciozen years cf bis tife. lie aci
bis brother were indoctrinated int Ilthe. rudimtents cf
ail thouglit" Ilromn their vcrhest inrancy, andI rumeur
lia:s il tint the Professer coutil rend a verse or two of
lise Ifelirew Bible ai six years cf age. 1 have seen hum
andi believc it.

ilis yaungcr broter and bie entereti colage together
nt Aberdteen in tie ane yaar. 1 arn niat nione in the
opinion tbat tce former wns the more gil'ted of the two.
At leusr lie ookad il. le, unfortunnîteiy, dieti alser
scoring a victory such as cans hardty bc parnllelcdl in
niny univers i y-having carrieti off the soolia opina of
bis yenr-îbc îwe Il Sevcaly P>ound" »sciiolarships for
classicsannd maticmnatics respcîiveiy.

Tih. pruent Professer bati, nicautime, prudenthy
retireti te recruit, and tbus saveti bis lire. i was
rc.%euveti for hlmn, afier a German sejourit, te coame
bark ta disturb tic Kirk andi provide material for
dissension andi discussion la the ranks of tie lalîtul.

1 do flot la ibis heu 1er wish te enter on tic aucrits of
the case, furtiier tian le say that Professor Smith bas,
,very foolishly, and-as 1 think he will confus ai a
Liter stage- very rashhy, ccmndtted bimself te state-
ntents which bie will bc fain ta recant when hue ccrnes
te weigh their value wiîh their consequcaces. Ia point
cf fac i ls assertions ir the IlEnycopw.dia hiritannica"I
are the mcrcst thearies, sucb as, if advancedi in con.
nection with any of aur ordinary classics wouid cal
for bardly any remark, but whicb, affccting as tbey do
lte wbole of revealeci triuh, have arousedl an amount
af inquiry andi excitement fat beyond tlidr merits.

%Vhat afier ail are bis strictures on tbe canon?
Nclbing more than the self.satisfled er cathedra uttler-
ances of a dabbler in tie Tübingen scbol-a siavisi
foUlower af Ewald, Freed from tic trammeis cflatil bat
is ai te reverence, be hurla tic javelin of bis Ish.
maelite criticisin right andi lefi, regardtess cf aih cerise-
quences, andi in bis pursuit of trati (for its owa sake)
bie destrcys, er fançies hie destrays, the creeti wbich
aur fatiiers died for, andi estîiblishcs in its place -
wbal? Just lie gospel cf Dagezai, thc microscopic
hair-spliîîing cf the metaphysicàl Gemman the reve.
lathon of tic Vatetant-tie outcomc of much tobacce
smoke, and unlimiteti lager beer.

1hbave saiti that 1 kncw I>rofesscr Smithu and 1 re-
peat ltat 1 know bim about as well as anc man can
know another, tiat is, so far as bis mental capacity is
ccncerned. A mare sel-sufficient mani 1 neyer knew.
A better rend matn 1 neyer met. But he lacks the
rnodesty tint is content ta wait until i is assuret of
trutlb before takiag lu for grisnted. He cars never
go but O3er sallum. He i. more ai a .Shaker
titan a Peti.*ateiic. If ho hives long lie will yet be, 1

alti coaviaced, oue or hIe besî theoiogians cf te
day, one cf the best Ltibticisl mclilars of the century g
but, before thon lhe will have cuîgrowa the fauits of
lt training andi have beroine a humble Christian,
contenft aotwitltstitndiag lits grent erudution te ait as a
litie child iaIti the et cf the bMaster wbo taught, neArly
ninelea ltundreti yearm lige, tint Il lcamot are tbe
meek for tey mitai initerît te earti.»

Tîte is anotiter text beatlng on thase tbrougi
whto:i offacea in the Churcb coa wiich 1 iigbt
quota, but i prerer ta lenve tic matter for the present
wbacait l. lu is a source ai the deepest regret tuala
tian cf sucit gifts siculti bc led away Iet lthe ranks of
tie sccptir and tIeir ler; but 1 nîti not witbout Itle
btoise that he wli ycl bc round ln the truc place,
de ciotlicd and in lmt rigbt nmmd." F. C.

IN ,iIEAiORIdAf'i.

Conîparativety fcw of tise readers ai TIIR PRti'l-
TEtIt% 1Huili recogaize lime snine thai appears la tuis
abituary ntice. Blut lise few *li witl recognize il
wMl rend ilirse %voitis with a silb, anti saie ofi thersi
with a n t. Utla Chiamtbers was tlme eldeat daughler
of te Rev. Tiios. S. Chamitbers, mnister of Slonlng.
ton, etr., wbo lins labaured iii tiat cie charge fur nie
lia uwenty-uae vears, nnd isai for tue gitaler part
cf tbat lime lias been the clerk ai tii. Kingsten Pres.
bylery. Site wis tue friand andI favourite of ail wlîe
knew lier Possessing far mîore excellent qîmlities of
head nn heart than niost persans af lier years, ah.
tvas universally respected andi beleved. Sic was la.
decti a girl of rare.ibiiti±s, and tîtese fine abilities bcr
fend parents tankc pains te cultivâte. Aiter à speciai
course sic grig-uatet ian the Ottawa Ladies' Coilege
in inuisie. An enîlîusinst in miusic, la which shse wis
amore than ordinarily proficient, site was taking argan
tessons in Kingston au the timie ai ber denti. But
suddenly sie ivas calleti te sing thI "new sang." On
blonday, tic tati of May, sic lcit hier fatbcr'a bouse
in ber usuai ienth or aearty su. On Tuesday sise
bad bier utial exercise on the orgitn. WVedncsday,
Thursday, and Frictay, sic was inisposes], but mot at
aiatarmingly se. l'li physicin who calîctI on Fui.
day cvening about nine e'clock saw ne danger. but nt
en tint saieniglit sie was g'nrý. SiedietIas cubers

steep.
Tii. funerit wns sucli as sicwcd tiie respect cier-

islicd for tie deati and tic living. Steningtoîi is ami
olti township, but neyer befrr was sucti a lunerai
seen witiin it, andI yet il was in th. suidat cf seeding
time.

A (e%# days aller the funeral tb. youag people cr
Mr. Charnbers' charge met together, andi aller baving
securethelb permission ai tic sotrwing parents, te-
solveti te emect a r.rble mionument over the. grave ci
tbeir friend andi sciecl-mate, aI ther own expense.
They did so, and tiere il stands, wbcre the writer saw
lit last week, pure anti polisicti, anti atainhess, like tic
brigispirk whose earthly name h bears. Tic follow-
ing chaste inscription is written cn tbe monument:
;Emecîtd by thc ycung peuple ai tbe Rer. T. S.
Charniers' charge, in mernory oÇ bis eldest dazigbtcr,
Elia, whe <lied M'ay 14th, aSSo, ageti 23 years. 'Gati
ha love.' -s John iv. S."

Miss Chambers was a truc Christian a commuai.
canl ha bier fatbcr's cengregation -and at tie lime ai
bier deati a teacher in Chalmers' Cburcb Sabiati
Scioal, Kingston. F. M4%cC.

DIVORCE.

MR. EDITOR,-Tbe unusual prominence given te
ibis subject in te last Assernbly, and tite articles sub.
serquentIy appcaring in TîuE PRESBYTERIAN, have
hnduced me te look at the New Testament vicw ai
tie matter, and wbitê I frankiy acknowhedge 1hbave
little chance for critical examination ai thte case, such
examination as I htave beeau able la give it, bas led une
ta a very différent conclusion froua that generaily ielti
apparently.

Tii. Assembly took i for graaued that Mrm Phiihips
had a perfecl righi te sue for a divorce an accounu ai
the admitted atiulîery cf bier first busbanti. New tie
oaly Iwa, autiomities I have consulteti-" hluck's Thou-
logicai Dictionary Il ad " Cassell's Bible Dictionary"
-both say the oniy condition an wiich a divorce cati
be granted, in Englich haw, is "ltic provcd adultery cf
the auoman in a propeir court." 0f course I arni nul
prepared ta say the haw is te sane in Canada, anti
lu may bc quit. %iifférent, andt thc Assenbly bce qulue

right ln the position îhey took. Blut muc, amn litre,
wits the En&lisb iaw a few yearm &go.

But having, aui 1 saisi, read over the meit of tii.
passages ref.rring te the sube«t ln tbe New Tcita-
ment, i have coame ta 1he conclusion ihat nelther the
guilt of one or bath, nor any court ai' humnan Jurisdic-
lion, cars dissolve the union God bas formed when a
mail andl woman are pronounced one ln marriage.

Let us look irai ai the passages wher. thé taw la
stated in the New Testament, omitting lirai the. two
referencemîin blatthew. They lire Mnrkx. i i; Lukexwl.
à8 , Romans vil. 2, 3 ; i Cor. vil 39. There are sonne
others, but 1 think liese are the most distinct, and 1
woutd ask any candid persan aifter reading over thes.
if i wouid net corne lu the sarne conclusion 1 have
stâted above.

But if this be so, what Is lu b. dorse with the two
passages in Matubew, ornitted above? What docs
Christ tnen by IlExcept Il be for fornication P' 1
tbink the circumitances af the case ln Matt. xix. give
the key te bath. The Pharisels came askng Hlim If le
was iawfui te put away a wife for ani' cause (flot

fitayI s in out ranslaion), unt ln answer lie flrit
laya down the irrcvocablc law of Cod front tie bc.
ginuing, as lise wliuie titre. evatîgelists record il.
blark and Luke ornîtting tb. parenthetîcal exception,
whicb bie expiains la Maitt. v. 32 : IlWbosocver shali
put away bis wIte, saving for the cause of fornication,causeà lier ta commit sidultcry ;"l i.e., lie is respousi-
bIc for the consequences uhat foliow, forcing hier out
tramn lier naturai protecter and support.

A cbld may se conduct bîmmseif as te justify lmt
parent ln thrusting hl out cf tie famiiy, or banding
hlmi over ta the civil authorities, tbercby barting ail
claim ta tbe care and privileges of hone. Blut, neiter
his crime nor the parcnî's casting of hlm off in any
way 'lestroys h tic ewbich bînds thein ta each attier.
That crirninal is stili the fatber's cbild, and that parent
is sîlill the cbild's father. Sa in the. case of zdulîery a
judicial separa Lion rnay take place; the husband is not
bound ta prosmct and support bis tvife wbo bas broken
off lier ailegiance, and laid bis crown cf glary under
the fealt of aneuber; but bier crime cans no more absolve
Ijer frein the moral obligation of love, obedience and
faitbfulness ta that liusband after its committal tia»
il did ai the moment wiîen she trernbled ai the grasp
of bis handas the minister pronounced them man and
wifé. ________ J. H.

CHRISTIANLIJER.4LITY.

WViat proportion of my incorne should 1 give to the
Lord? and for what objecta should il be given ? are
questions which every intelligent disciple of Christ
wiii ask hirnself. The. questions do nlot admit of a«
simple answer. It must largely be leil t0 the hlidivi.
dual conscience and thc circumstances ia which we
are placed te decide. Stili morne generai consldella.
lions may be suggested for guidance.

z. Everyone who bas au incarne should give saine-
tbing.

2. Everyone should give in proportion ta hm incarne
and te the demanda made on il.

3. The anieunt teft aller dcducting the necesiaries
of lile from incomne should forai the basis of contribua.
tion. Suppose, for example, that the cost of ssoces-
saries for two persans is $200 pler anutum, thon a
man baving a wife, but ne cbuldren, and baving au
incarne af $400 par annum sbould pay more than an-
cther mian baving a famiiy and the saine incarne.
Again the antount contribuledi by a farnily of which
tbree, four, or rive members are earning ought te b.
greater lisse tiat paid by a farnity of the ame silo
where oniy the father la earning.

4. Suppose tiat one-tenth be asmurned as the aver-
age proportien uf incarne te b. devoted te charitable
and religlous purposes, stili the dlaims of pour,
sick or dependent relations, or contributions te local
chatities Mnay be so dimproportionate, %bat white out
man should pay ncarly ail mbt Churcb and mission.
ary runds, another might properly nlot give one hall of
the tenth ta Church and missionary lunds. Evety
man must decide for himself regarding lte abject ta
wbich this tontb of incarne la ta b. appropriated,
provided thqt iu is not expeaded for bis owa profi,
pieasure, or entertainmtent, but is devoted in tmne
way to bis Lordsa cause.

Let us now try ta suggest a seale for contribution
suited ta the circumnstances of those who have an in-
carne mare than is requiried for the isecessaries af
lite, and wbo have (rom $îoo and upwards to be sent
on comforts, amusemrents and luzuries, or tu bc laid
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