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those privciples and offices of roligion, without winch
virtus in no encodrugement, sorrow has no conso-
lation .ociety can have no order, mun has no cor-
tain Lope 7 "The youth who coutemns rebigron, tndi-
cutes thereby a deplorablo want of wisdom: i
Judgens ;. at varie o with his best interests; st s

at varinnce with the o_pinions of the wisest nm} bcst‘

of wen; it is ot vorianeo with God ! “ Cease, my
son,” says tho wisest and bost of men, * to hear tho
instruction which eauseth to err from tho words of
knowloge.”—¢* Tho four of tho Lord is the begun-
niug of wisdom, and a good understanding have all
they that do'tiereafter ; the praise of it cudureth for
over.”

Another thing which makes the unwise youth is,
his ylelding dimself up to the allurements ojy vice und
Jolly. Tho young are surrounded with temptations.
Vice sproads for them snares s enticing ay thoy are
destructive.  In the city, in the rlaco of concourso,
they ar¢ exnosed to courses which are ever fascinat-
ing and ruinous. I speak not of tho ordinary vices,
into which thoy may ho harricd by the contagion of
a corrupt atmosphere. I have more particolarly in
view the extravagant, maddening riot at the wine,
the impure haunts of illicit pleasures; and those
graves of youthful excellence and promise, public
gaming tables. Dreadful is the demoralization, in-
calculablo are tho avils which are born and fostered
in their vicious resorts. Hence the ingenious blush
of innoeence is for ever dissipated, and the barriers
a,iwﬁnst iniquity aro thoughtlessly thrown down!
There are sacrificed and abaudoned the holy instruc-
tions which fell from the parental lip upon the

cuthtul heart, soft and wholesome us the dew of
weaven! Here the name of the Being whum angels
fear is rudcly profaned ; his laws, which carry the
most awful spnctions, are defiled ; and conscience,
the kind monitor which he has placed in the bosom,
is trampled under foot! Here we maysce the wreck
of genng, tho destruction of fortune, the immola-
tion of character, the dissipation of health, com-
mencement of disquietude, progress of “discontent,
weariness and despondency of soul, unrestrained pro-
fligacy, and the consummationof wretchedness ! Here
-—?ut I will proceed vo farther. Even those, the
frequency of the scones has hardened to their turpi-
tude, even they would blush at the exposure to the
innocont and wise of the criminality and debasement
to which they descend in their vicious resorts.  And
is not the youth * void of understanding,” who, in
the earliest and most important period of his life,
suffers himself to be driven into these vortices of
ruin? Reas¥s, when she is heard, proclaims the
danger. Conscience, could she be listened to, would
remonstrate und intreat. 'The shades of pious an-
costors descend : tho spectres of victims who have
beon led on to destruction in those paths, appear to
check the youth in his career, and turn him into the
path of safety. Yea, a voice is heard from the
throne & the Almighty, calling to him in the lan-
zuage of inspiration, * Enter not into the path of
the wicked, and =o not in tho way of evil men:
avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, pass away.”
But passion, not reason; blind inclination, not man-
Iy sense, govern his conduct. ‘There is nothing of
the grace or circumspection of wisdom in his steps.
Hez goeth to his sinful indulgences, ** as an ox goeth
to the slaughter,” or * as a bird hastenoth to the
snave, and knoweth not thatit is for his life.”  And
what will be the result of his {oolishness 7—* I'or all
theso things God will bring him inte judgment.”
“The cvil days will come, and tho years draw nigh,
in which be shall sag, I have no pleasuro in them.”
He will then look back with shame upon the profli-
gacy of youth; and lm})py for bim, if the Almighty
do not loave him in awfal judgment upon his ahuse
of the advantages of a Chrisuan education, te reap
w the last *tho fruit of his ewn way, and to be filled
with his own devices.”

Another thing which indicates a want of wisdom
and understanding intheyoung, is forming consection
of friendship.with unprincipled and profligate rcrsmw
—Sweet 10 the youthful bosom are the pleasures
of fricndship. Noble and unguarded is the frecdom
with which our minds and hearts arc then thrown
open-to those we love. And on this account it isof
vnspeakable importance, that the companions of
our oarly days bo such as may be worthyof our con-
fidence, and capab]o of promoting in us the qualities
and ‘virtues which exalt the buman charaeter. But
b{' Wing into intimaries with the vicious, the source
of gencrous joy, the spring of youth's most exquisite

|

pleasure, may bo converted into @ source of disep- ! and confort.  On him neither peace nor pro

patments and debasemeots.  For he wwho can
wrong hus God, who con renvunco the obligations of
relygwon and virtue, wha can disregand the feelings
of tus parents and virtnous connections, what reason-
able ground can thero he for confidence in him, that
ne would not wrong s fricnd 7 Bosidus, the influ-
ence aud exumplo of such an one are fatal to the
fawrest and hest prospeets of youtk:.  What does the
voice of wisdom so often Jament 1 over what is Ex-
perience so often seen shodding the tear of regret,
as the rums which are occasioned by evil company?
I seo an amisble youth, upon whom kindred aftec-
tion has fostered the fondest hopes: his talents are
good, the best prineiples were early instilled into Ins
busom by pureutal ussidusty ; and in a course of
munly and virtuous pursuits, he might be distinguish-
eod 10 socioty, und an oroament amongst *he works of
God. Ho steps mto the world.  The unprincipled
and the prothgate meot hun, and with all the eager-
ness of fallen spirits bent on mischief, resolve to make
him a partaker of their shame. His simphcity ren-
ders hun thew easy prey.  Withfair speech they gain
access to s hoart, and with guilty artfices they kin-
dle Ins passions.

‘I'hey take tum to the orgics of Folly : with bjind
infatuation he follows them to the hauuts of Vice,
and to the abodes of Pollution. His former pringi-
ples they now laugh to scorn: his bolduess in miqui-
ty they now extol and encourege: they draw himat
length into all the dreadful excesses of their own

uilt, and ho who was once like the young cedar in
hanon, fairand strong, aud promising much growth
and beauty, is now liko the scathed tree, shoru of his
glory, marked with the vengeanco of heaven, and
cxhrS)iting a molaucholy spectaclo of worthlessness
and untimely decay. Who sees not in this youth a
“ young man void of understanding 1" Ho has cho-
son those for his friends, who were destituto of prin-
ciple and virtue, and therefore were only capable of
promoting his dehasement and destruction. And
what s lus recompence for the sacrifices they have
led him to make ! Even to be reduced to the same
Jevel with thom, to be deserted by them, in all pro-
bability, when they have stript hiw of his virtue; his
fortuce, and respectablity, angd to be one day asham-
ed of them at the bar of the Aimighty, as the panders
of his vices, and promoters of his misery. +* My son,
if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.”” * He that
walketh awnth wise men, shall e wiso ; but a com-
panion of fools shall be destroyed.”

It is another indication of a * youth void of under-
standing,” 20 be wholly occupied about the decozation
of his person, ani the display of his external pomp or
uccomplishments.

1 m{d. in tho last place, that habitual idleness isa
charactoristic of an unwiso youth.

Idiencss at any age is the parent of vico and unhap-
piness. In the morning of life it is peculiarly inex-
cusable and suinous. ‘The youthwho has nothing to
do, will learn to do evil. Neglecting to cultivate the
noble powers of his nature, he will be drawn into
habits of dissipation. _

All the advantages of early industryin prociain
knowledge, fortuno, character, and esteem, he wi
forego; and he will,in all probability, be restless and
dissatisfied, a burden to himself in the hours of reflec-
tion, and 2 useless cumberer of the ground. Nor
can he find any palliation of his folly in tho plea,
that he fnds nothing to do. There i ever 2rough
to ewnploy uscflully the hours of every one'slife. Go,
cultivate and oxpand the noble faculties which thy
Creator hath given thee.  Go, callinto exercise and
useful application the powers that liec dormant in
thy nature. Go, scarch the pages of wisdom, tra-
verse the regions of truth, and by aequisition of
knowledgo lay the foundation of future uscfulness to
thy country and to the world. Go, seek the most
high God, thy maker, redecmer, and sanctificr.
Considor studiously what it is be requireth of thee,
in order that thou mayest spend wisely the hours of
this fleeting life. Go, bring to the habitation of thy
partents the reviviag fragrance of a name, and get to
thyself the habit in which thou mayest emulate an-

cls, the habit of industriously doing good. Go and
o this, and much moro that is cqua?ly obvious and
worthy of theo, beforethou complainest in apolo,
for thy indoieace, that thou findest gothing to d%.’
L’nhafpy the youth in whoso mouth is this delusive
plea - .
: For him, the best years of life wili -pass away,

spority,
noither public esteeir nor self-satisfuction \\'lil ever
wait; but m thewr steud, that contempt wlieh the
cominon sense of socroty fastens upon thuso wha
have no objoct or omployments and that wearmess,
dissatisfactiun, and self-repronchy to which the Al-
wighty in his justico genorally oxposes the mactive
With great propricty, therefore, Ixus oxperienco al-
wa{s recommended to the young a defimite pursuit
and diligent oceupaticn 3 and it 1s with striking and
apposite accutoness that Solomon represents ¢ the
field of the slothful” as the sume ground with the
*vinoyard of the man void of understanding.”

Bo induced, then, my young friends, to use indus-
triouxly the morning of your lives. Lot not yourat-
tention be absorbed, and your ambruon satisfed with
cxternel decorations and distinctions.

As you would avoid tuking fire-biands into your
bosomus, guard against adimitting to the near intuna-
cies of friendship the unprincipled and vicious.

With a discretion worthy of your rational and im-
mortal natures, * flee youthful lusts,” and avoid the
resorts of pollution and debasement. Above ullthings,
“ know you the God of your fathers, and servo him
with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind.”
Chorish for religion that respect which you would
cherish for the guardian of your race; and the ar-
rows which are aimed at her name or services, con-
sider them asaimed at the shades of your forcfathers,
and the doarcst interests of the world.

T hen shall the hearts of your parents be gladdened
with tho knowledge of your wisdomn apd discretion ;
ther shall the church rest upon you as her strong
and affectionate supporters; then shall your bosoms
bo filled with selgapprobmion, aud the peace of
God ; then, at whatever period death shall remove
you to other duties and other worlds, you shall not
depart prematurely ; * for honourable age is not that
which staudeth in length of time, nct that is measur-
cd by number of years, but wispox is the groy harr
unto men, and an unspotted life is old age.

~ggpe

Many attempts have been made to defino the term
Gop: asto the word itself, it is pure Anglo-saxon,
and among our ancestors significd not only the Dj-
vine Being now commonly gcsignatcd by ths word,
but also Good: asin their apprehension it appéars, *
that God and Good vwere correlative terms; and
when they thought or spoke of him, they were doubt-
less led from the word itself, to consider him as Tux:
Goop Being, or fountuin of infinite benovolence and
beneficence towards his creatures.

A general definition of this great first cause, as
far ashuman words dare attempt one, may be thus
given. The eternal, indepondent, and scif-existent
%oing : The Being whosc purpusesand actions spring
from himeelf, without foreign motivo or influcnce :
He who is absolute in domivion; the most pure,
most simple, and most spiriteal of all essences: in-
finitely benevolent, bemificent, truo and holy : the
cause of all being, the upholder of all things : infinite-
ly hap;;y because infinitely perfect; and eternaily
self-sufficient, needing notgiug that he has made.
Illimitable in his immensity, inconceivable in his
mode of existence, and indescribable in his eseence :
known fully oply to himself, becavse an infinite
mind can bo fully epprehended only by itself. Ina
word, a Beiug who, from his infizite wisdom, cannot
err or be deceived ; and who, from his infinite good-
ness, can do nothing but what is eternally just, right,
and kind. Reader, such is the God of the Bible,
but how widely different from tho God of most
human crceds and apprebensions.
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SURVEY OF THE PROTESTANT MISSIONARY
STATIONS, THROUGHOUT THE WORLD,

1 THEIR QEOGRAPHICAL ORDER.

INERODUCTORY REMARKS.

Trosk fearful evidences of mosTILITY TO THE
CAUSE or aon,which we noticed in the Introductorv
Remarks to tho last Survey, have been wultiplicd
during the aSvcmr. Truth and Love are, indeed,
m:imfc.gtly vancing in their influenco on mankind ;
but Evil pushes itself forth with xaoro rago and ma-
lice and daring, as the Cause of God wins its way
toward assured victory. The hostile armies bave

witheunt furnishing the foandations of respectability

been long collecting,” and are not only rapidi
mnrshulli;g in the ficld, bit that dreadful 'onﬁ!::t o'}"



