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propagation of the prmlcîplc of fi-ce thouglît, and thc
tcndcncies of the nic% Plîilosophy. Taking, its risc withi
Lord I !erbert Of ChcrburY (1648) it lastc(l wcli-nighl
throughiout the eightccnthi century, finaiiy pasr;ng over iii
itsmast negative stage ta France, whosc l)rov'iiccitsCemns
to bc to carry on the wvorst sicle ofan>' iovemnîct, to its
utînast lirnit. Deism was a forrn of rationalism. Rcascii,
the Dcists thought, %vas coîfipetent ta discover ail nicccs-
sarv trutlî, without the aid of revelation. fiencte it wvas
inevitable that mniracles and niystcries shouid bc attacked
and dliscreclitcl.*And thus, as thc principles of Dcisin %vert
graduaily adoptcd, more and more of the christian faith
%vas liîld to be irrational and itrue, anci thcrcforc nmade
a subjcct of assault. Lord 1 Jcrbert, af Clîcrbury, reduccd
thc truths of religion to ive points. (t) 'llie B3eingý of
God. (2) The Duty of \Vorship. (3) Vituie and Picty.
,4) Repcntance. (5) Retribution il) this worid and tic
lîeNt. (Ilagcnhack 1-l ist. of Doc.iiics, Vol. I1.)

-Those who arc inclined to think that unaidccd reason
can discover religious tril, ami propagate a religions
crccd, îviii have that idea rudcly, disturbed by the cona-
sidcration of the Disctic Controvcrsy, and tic subsequeîît
course of rtc thoughit Ln Eng-land. For thecre is flot one
of thesc fivc points of tilt author ai Deisin which lias flot
been assaiicd, cither b>' Dcists thcmnseivcs or by iatcr
thinkecrs. WVe have scen hiv nuch ineanimîg Hlobbes
gave to the wvords 'virtue ' and 'pcy'and %ve have
firtlîer seen llov Mandeville called vice ,virtuec,' and (le-
fendcd scnlstaiity froin a Utilitarian standpoitit.

Rupentancc, thcicore, Ls, mo part of the Creed of
i Iobbes and Mandcviliz, and such thinkecrs. Bolingbroke,

r a ver>' prominent Dcist, (lCnied a particmiar Providence,
the existence of tic soul apart frorn the hody, and tlîc
future statc, and hcence of course, one part of Lord
1lcrbcrt's 5tli poinît, viz., Rctribution iii tlic ncxt iworld.
The ihilure of reason then to forninlate a c-.cî. %vas
miniest, -and this wvas probably the cause of the dissolu-
tion of Deisin ; soîne Deists bccoing si:cides, others
rcturning to ortmodoxy. It is very important that wce
shouid observe iii connection wvith this controvcrsy lion,
little constructive theology %vas attempted. The I)cists
cniphasiz.ed the p)oer of rcason to discover the truth,yct
limitcd their efforts to the destruction of what tl. -y bc-
iicved wvas fischood. Lord Ilcerbert's five reasona/ile
articles %vert afterwards declared znvasouzb/,. The suf-
ficiency of natural religion %Vas a faivorite hope %withi the
Deists, but flic matural religion of I-Icrbcrt wvas a ver>'
difficrent thing from that of Bolingbroke or of Chubb.
Indced to ail intenits and purposes, ta comstruct theology
wvz.s îlot their object but retier ta destroy Lt. AndiLt is
hecre that Dcism connects itscli with scepticismn of ev'er>'
age. It is mainlv destructive ; Lt cannot re-construct, «and
hience it is doomcd ta faire. If there bc religions iii-
stincts they must be shared by both higli anîd lau', ricli
and poor, cuitured and vulgar alike.

And history proves indubitably that religions instinctsJthcrc aire, and tlîat the3 ' are sharcd b3' ai mcii. The

Christian Religionî for necarly nincteen lîundmed years lias
cornrended itself ta aIl classes, lias satisfied ail religions
c-aviiigs, lias mnadc Lt possible for the iîurblcst peasant
ta bc as holy aîd.saintiy as the rnost prolound theologian.
It is not b, the maultitude that Christianity lias been
dcliberatcly îveiglied iii the balance and found wvantimîg.
And liemîce the difficulty wliicli Dcist or l'ositivist finds in
rc-construcking religion. He mnay by cunning logic, or by
sarcasul, or b>' omî-sided liistor', shake tlîe iaithiof mnany,
bt so soonaýs hecaniiences to re-coiistruict, bis prosclyte
aiten turns aiwaýy wi'LU scorn aîîd iaughiter lit bis puny
efforts. The religion lie lias beenl persuiaded ta reject is
atfter atll,ht-findts, better, infinitely better, a>'e nd infimitely
truer, tb:ui anytimîg tlîat can ho stmbstituted for it.

Sa, tiierciore, we are not surprised tîmat thc nattîral
religion ai the, F-cvcntectt cen.'ury resulted ina Scepti-
cismi, nor that thc free-tlîinking religions tlîoughit of the
iiiiîîetecntl century lias resuited in na new religion, but
for the most part in Agnosticism-for wve decline ta cali
l>ositivism .ý reliagion inî any truc senise ai thiat wvord. But
;il spite of the astonishing discussion of Religiaus topics.
wlîicli cxtendcd ta ail society, there %vas very little real
religion. The eiglitccnth ccntury-prior ta the Ev-ngei-

cea1 Revivai-is . al aiways lookecd tîpon as a dreary arid spot
iii tlic IIistory of the Cburcb. Yet hiow many great
theologiamîs livcd iii it-Sîcrlock and l-Iillingfleet, !Butler
-nid l'alcy, P>earson amid Bull, Warburtoil and \Vaterland,
and mnany ailiers. But wve must îlot forget that Aîîolo-
geties are anly iii a Iianited sense Tlieology. Apology
inay bc iiecess-iry ta dciend dogma, but it tends toa often
to destrov a living faitb. On bath sides the comifliqt,
bccomcs rL strife of luil wc'apons, or reason. ai logic>
of criticism, and faili suffers iii consequenLec. Thîo adver-
saries ai Religion iii thc preste centuries somnetimes
hurt the church. witli lier lack ai great thîcologians, but
whilst flot b>' any mecans sa destitute ai Intellect as thcy
suppose, tic wisdoin ai opposing Spiritual and I'crsonal
Religion, ta Scepticism is very, manifest. The victory af
faitli lias iii every.tL- bhewildercd the worid, whiich cati-
nat comprelicnd tlîe stiperiority of spirituality' ta Sensu-
ailîty.

Stili it is a source ai satisfactioli ta knoîv tlîat even
on tlîcir awn grouiid the Deists wvere dcfeated. Mr.
Lecky, whlose inipartialit>' may bc relied uipomi, and who
ccrtaiîîiy is not likel>' ta bc prcjudiced in favor ai the
Orthadax, sa>'s, "lOn thn wvholc the Englisli constructive
Deism ai the ciglitcntlî century lias hiardly leit a trace
bclilsd." (H istory af England ira the cighitccîtli century,
Vol. Il, p. 575). We may add tlîat the destructive
IDci§m is only kaîawn ta sciiolars, and for tlîem posscsscs
but lîistorical imtere.st, wliilst th-' vorks ai Butler aîîd
Palcy and oflhers stili continue ta be eaigerly read, and
that for tic satzc ai thcir permanent value. Mr. Lccky
furtlier %vrites: IlA brilliant scîxool ai Divines rnaintained
the ortliodox opinion with extraordinary abili ty, and
wvitli a fearless confidence that Science and a severe
rcasoning wvere on their sidec." (,,i Sump. P. 576). And


