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returnable on the 24th December, ex-
cept Ihose f'or aspé and Saguenay, whici
were made returnable on the 2nd Feb-
ruary, 1852. Yet Parliament was
formally called for the 24th Decem-
ber. But did anybody drearn of the
House proceeding to business on that
day wluile the elections for the ex-
cepted districts biad flot corne off ? The
Legisiatture, after several prorogations,
was at length summoned ' for the (le-
spatch of business' on the i 9th Au-
gust, 1852. The Gaspé election was
held on the 24th January, 1852, and
the Saguenay election on tbe 26th
January, 1852, the returns being re-
ceived on the 4th and 9thi February
respectivelv, or after Parliament had
been twice formally prorogued as
above described. In 1854 the writs
were returnable on the lOth August,
except Saguenay ani Gaspé, and
Chicoutimi and Tadotussac, which were
returnable on the lst September. Yet
Parliament was formally summon-
ed for the 1lOti A ugust. But no one,
we may be sure, supposed it could
actually meet with Gaspé and Sague-
nay, and Chicoutimi and Tadoussac
stil to be beard from. Parliament
was prorogued to che .5ti Sept., when
it was called together 'for the despatch
of business.' The excepted returns
were made as follows:

Return of
Membherg.

Gaçp ................. Aug. 21
CJhicoutimi and Tadoussac Aug. 22
Saguena3 .................. Aug. 4

Receipt of
Returns.

Aug. 31
Aug. 25
Aug 28

So that, aithough there was a meet-
ing of Parliament, very early after the
elections, care was taken that the
three remote constituencies ishould be
afforded tie opportunity of being re-
presented. In 1857 the writs gener-
ally were made returnable on the l3th
January, 1858, and those for' Gaspé,
and Chicoutimi and Saguen ay, and
Charlevoix, on the lOth of February.
But Parliament was formallysurn-
moned to, meet on the 1 3th January.
It was prorogued, first to the l8th
Fehruary, and then to the 25th Feb-
ruary, when it met ' for the despatch
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of business.' The excepted elections
took place after the day naied in the
formai proclamation for the meeting
of Parliament as follows:

Return of
Members.

Gasi)é..................... Jan. 13
Chicoutimni and Sagueniay .. Jan. 28
Charlevoix ................. Jan. 19

Recei Pt of
Returns.

reb. 3
Neb. 9
Jan. 27

[Flere again, although an early mieet-
ing took place, ample time was ai-
lowed to elaI)se between tiat event
and the ?Iatest returns. In 1861 the
writs were made returnable on the
l5th July, except those for Gaspé,
and Chicoutimi and Saguenay, which
were made returnabie on the 3Ist Au-
gust. But Parliament was, as usual,
called for the earlier day, namely, the
lSth Juiy, although only to, be several
tirnes prorogued, being ultiniateiy
summoned ' for the (lespatch of busi-
ness'ý on the 20th March, 1862. The
excepted elections took place as fol-
lows :

]Retturii of
Meihers.

Chicoutimui and Saguenay July 16
Gasi-é.... ý................. July 22

Receipt of
Returns.

july -u2
July 29

In 1863 the writs were returnable on
the 3rd Juiy, except Gaspé, and Chi-
coutimi and Saguenay, which were re-
turnable on the lSth Jiîly. But Par-
liament was formally called for the 3rd
July, and, having been twvice pro-
rogued, met on the lSth August ' for
the despatch of business.' The ex-
cepted elections were held as foliows:-

1teturn of
Members.

Chicoutimi and Saguenay .. July 14
Gaspé..................... july 2o

Receipt of
Returns

July 20
July 27

Thus, dtiring the whole history of
United Canada, from the Union in
1841 to, the last Parliament before
Confederation, we find (1) that it was
the ail] but invariable custoni to issue
a formai proclamation sunîmoning
Parlianient to meet on the day on
which the main hody of the writs
were returnabie, and (2) that in
no single instance was Parliament
convened 'for the despatch of busi-
ness') until the time for holding and


