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knowledge and to open up by simple
teiching the mysteries of faith,” of him
it is said, *“DBot to preich unto the
people, to minister the Sacraments. and
to celebrate imariges, perteins not to the
Doctor, unless he be utherwyse callit
ordinarilie.” (II. Bk.. Ch. v., sce. G)

Under such 2 theory and practice it
is quite evident that license was not in-
tende: to mark, and did net mark any
separiation  between  the function of
preaching and that of adminisiration
of the Sacraments. License was clear-
1y instituted simply as a device witerehy
the theory regparding the functions of
the ministry, and the theory of ordina-
tion 1S over one particular flock in some
particular place, conld he put inte
actuality. It was a plan to bring the
man and the flack ioxether. so that or-
dination mizht foliow—ordinazion not to
cmbie to minister the Sacramenis moera-
Iy—but to minister both Word 2n:td Sae-
munents.  License was  thus the et
which @ave immediznte cligibility 10 a1
cll, ad noe such thing could exist ax
license without immediate  eligibility.
The very purpose for which license ex-
isted at all was 10 zive eligibility. uot
10 give authorily to preach the Gospel.
In proof of which, Iet the following
quotation decide @ " By the 1ML Act of
Assembly, 1691, it is declared. ‘ Proha.
tiofiers sre not o be estecmed by them-
selves or others to preach by virtue of
any pesteral otlice. but anly to make
way fer their being called into a pas
tarrt  aflice” — Pardovan’s  colleciians,
title IV,

“Tet it also be noted that the action
of the carly charch  with regrd 1o
Redders was strictly ju the direct line
of thix theory and prictice.  Ileaders
were simply readerst not preachers of
the Word as our Catechists are.  As
soon as they became the equivaiont of
our Catechists they were given au-
thority to presieh the Gospsl and ad-
minister the Sacraments by heing or-
dained as ministers.”  “Ta the churches
where no winisters can he had presents

lie, must be appointed  ithe most apt
nmen, that distinetlie can read the Com.
mon Praires and the Scriptures, o ox-
creeis both themselves and the Chureh,
till they row to a mreater perfection,
and (so that) in process of time, he that
is but a reidar may atiain to a further
degree, 21dd be eonsent of the Church,
and disereet miinisters may be permitted
to administer the Sacramenis, but not
Dbefore hie be abill  somiewhat to per-
seueid and exhort he helsome doetrine
besyde his reiding, and d so) be ad-
mitted to the ministerie  asx licfore 3s
suid. Some we  know whose henest
conversation. . . . and yet they onlie
content themselves with reiding. These
must he anineiied. - . . to comfort
their brethiren by ~ome exhortation. and
so they maty be admittit to the admini-
stradion of the Sacrtments”  *f Reidars
found unzabill, after twia Feiris exereeis.
for the ministerie sould be removit. and
utheris als Inang put in their rowie™
** No reidar sall atiempt to minister the
Saeraments until he be abill 1o persweid
und  exhort e helsnm dottrine”” (1.
Bk, Ch. v

These quetations have been thus given
at length. not only to shew what the
theory of the eariy Scotlish Church was,
bhut aise 1o emphasize the fact that the
theery was consistent in itself, and logi-
cal in its applicition o tine practice of
the Church. He wlio was deeme] fit
for the administimation of the Word, was
reganded as aciwally qualisied. and vir-
unlly appoinied to the administretion
of the Sacramentix

Turning now te our ouvn Church in
the present, some change mat wmnch in
theory hasx faRen phice and consider-
able chanze in practice. theugh some of
that chanze in practice is nat apparent
at first sight beciuse of old names be-
inz retained. With regard to our 2re-
sent theory let it be remarked first. that
the oniy point of departure is in re-
spect to the presching of  the Woard.
WWiatever the various causes which have
brought it about. this Church no tonger




