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angels witlî lîinî, then shall lie sit on the throrîe of lus giory,

and before hiru shall be g-athered ail the nations." This is

popularly regarded as a l)ictturC of the Final Judginent of the

xvorid ; but it really refers to the judgnuent of the Gcitiles-

Sthe nations " - and thiere is no reasoni for pushing it iinto

the reniote future. It is a judgnicnt -xvhichi is ini progress

rlow. It is a process of ju(Igment whichi in the nature

of tlinigs began the muoment the gospel of Christ wvas

preachied to the hleatlîcn world (34.). The triumiph of

Christ over the Gentile world xvas part of luis Second

Coninig inIi is conception. " Iinie(liately after the

tribulation of thiose days "- referrinig to the destruction

of jertusalenu -" slial the suni be darkened, and the mooni

shahl not give lier liglit, and the stars shall fali frohu hleavenl,

and the powcrs of the hucaven shahl be shaken ; and there

shial appear the sign of the Son of Man iii heaven :and al

tribes of the earth shiah niourn, and shial see the Son of Mauî

coniing in the clouds of heaven xvith power and great glory "

(3) Ail this wvas to take place imnzcdiatciy alter the des-

truction of jeruisaleni. And lias it not been fulfilled spiritually

iii the hiistory of the world ? In the xvords of Beyschlag:

"It lias been fuifilled, -as ail the liits of heaven which for-

iuierly shone on liunianity hiave I)aled before t'ae rising on theni

,of the sign of the Cross, as ideas xvhich seemed to stand firrn as

the stars, and ordinances which liave been mnaintained for cen-

turies as laws of the wvor1d, lost tlieir authority, and the know-

ledge of Jesus as the King of Heaven, made its Nvay in the

self-accusing luearts of mn as a higlier powver of renewal."
The consuinuiate Comuing of tîxe Son of Man would, in

ýaccordancc with )this conception, bc luis final ;gnd conuplete
victory over luis tneinies-tlie poxvers of evii and deatli. WTe

iieed not behieve that lie tluouglut of it as spectacular, but in-

ward and spiritual. It Nviii bc the final outcome of the pro-

cess of grothi-tlîc historical developiient-in ternis of xvhich

(.34). Sce Wlhitoni's 'I Bcyond the Sh.idow," p. 165.
(35). Matthllew 24: 29.31.


