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Tlie folly of arguing froni the words of Scripturc against the
conclusions of astrononiv, gcologY or biology oughit to be
too %v'ell understood now to hiave it repcated inin atters of
literary criticismn. lIn vîew of Chirist's own frcc use of fiction
in 1lis nuniiierous parables, we: niust admit the possibility of
fiction in the niake-up of 01(1 Testamient Iiteraturc as w~eli, and
the (leterniination of the question as to w'liether the Book ÇÀ
Jonalh 15 SQ or not niust be ieft to the kind of arguments pro-

per for -a literary discussion. XIX' ow'n mmd inclines to the
historicail view of the book, tlîoilgh I confess not without sonie
hiesitation. But I find nivself uîîable to base this conclusion
witli anv confidence upon the words of, Christ. Mhe canonical
epistie of Jude refers, for purpose of illustration, to w'hat ail
adImit %vere onlv current tra(litional fictions, w'itlhout vouchin g
for thieir hiistorical truthi. Chirist wzis nîorally at liberty to do
the saine if Hie chose, %ithout iurthier responsibility.

This.point not unniiaiurally. lea(ls to a fcw renîarks on a mat-
ter wvith. wvhichi this paper nuav fitlv close, viz.. the attitude of
the evangelical tlîeologyian to thic niethods of the J-iher Cnit-
icismi. \Vithi nianiv it lias becomie a sort of flxed principle that
the w'hole subject is simply a produet of rationalizing scep-
ticisnî,. whîclh canniot Ibe too severelv reprobated andi
(lenouniced. tliat it is a (levice of unbllelievinig men to uidernune

thie autlioritv of thle BDible, with %vllicli no one w~ho v'alues the
Gospel can hiave aliv possible sympathv. Sonie colon lins bemn
lent to this contention, and sonie justification afforded for tliis
attitudeC, 1w thc fact that soi of tiiose who have beenl promii-
lient as IB.iblical critics hav'e been unibelicving mcei, and tliat
thecir conclusions have sonietinies been appealed to by cneiies
of the Gospel for the purpose of discrechting its clainîs. But
the saine lias been truc of everv ncw science brouglit to birthi
ini modern tinmes. Tie Copennican astrolinv threw thic ortlio-
(lox cliurch into a p-anic. and its advocates liad to ran the

gunitiet of the Inquisition. \lany' still living can remiember
hio:. geoiogy %vas (Ilnounicc( as a foc of religrioi., ani iiow1
Danrvin's "0rigin of Speccies"' was regandeci as the cliief infidel


