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And when we take the children up in | absolution,  how —can  the Priest
our arms at the Font, and pour upon |y, as he s hound to say in
their  infant  heads  the  baptismal | tecordance with - the Prayer Book,

water, how is it that we e to utter,
at that solemn moment, such words of
awtul signifiance as these o 1 baptize
thee in the Name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ¥
Afterwards, when we have signed the
child’s forehead with the Sign of the
Cross, we are ovdered by the Prayver
Book to say, ** This child is regenerate
or by Baptism regenerate, and graft-
ed into the body of Christ’s Chueh,”
showing that our action and words
were the means of affecting nothing
less than the regeneration of a hu-
man  soul into union with  Christ.
How dave we do this awtul thing ?

Again 1 answer, because  we have
Christ’s  connnission  so to do, and

Christ’s promised presence with us,
Wehave the @numission : » Go ye-—
make disciples of all the nations, bap-
tizing them into the Name of the
Father. and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: {eaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever T com-
manded you.”  We have the promise:
* Lo, Tam with you always, even unto
the end of the world.,”

When we have knelt and joined in
the prayer of hwble approach, ack-
nowledging owrselves unworthy  to
gather up the crambs under the Lord’s
Table, how then do we dave to stand
and consecrate the Holy Eucharist,
using the very acts and words which
Jesus Christ used when He instituted
the Holy Mysteries?  And once more,
when we have in the same Service
humbly joined in the confession, how
do we then dare to stand up and turn
to the people, and with authority de-
clare to them, * Almighty God, our
Heavenly Father. ... Havemercy upon
vau, pardon and deliver you from all
your sins?” And when anyone in sick-

ness has been moved to make a special |

coniession of his sins, and, feeling his

conscience troubled with some weighty -

metter, humbly and heartily desirves

»Our Lovd Jesus Christ, who hath left
power to His Church to absolve all
sinners, who traly repent and believe in
Him, of 1lis great mevey, forgive thee
thine offences. and by His authority
commitied to me, I absolve thee from
all thy sins, in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ¥”

We could not possibly say  these
most solemn words except at the com-
mand of God, and acting with the au-
thority and under the commission of
God. That command, that commission
we believe we have throngh the Apos-
tolic succession in the Holy Catholic
Churell. Not for our ovr. benefit or
advantage, or exaltation, but for the
benefit, the advantage of God’s people.

We believe that those words of my
text, “*As My Father hath sent Me
evenso I'send you,” have been spoken
tous. For the Chnreh has ever be-
lieved that they apply to her and her
ministry. 'We believe that Christ has
promised to be with us, and that when-
everand wherever we act in His Name,
and in accordance with His commands,
it is not: we who act, but He who acts
through us. We are but the instru-
ments in His hands, and it the instru-
ments, which He deigns to use are often
weak and insignificant, it but redounds
to the glory of God, Who is able to
use the weak things of the world to
put to shaine the things that are
strong. Christ became incarnate, that
He might fulfil the Father’s mission.
Our Lord's own mission is the mission
of the all-loving Father.

When Jesus was about to ascend to
the Father, the form of the fulfilm :nt
of His mission was to be changed, but
the mission itself was still to continue
and still to be effective. He would still
fulfil the mission of the Father through
His Church. That Church, and the
:Ministry of that Chwreh was commis-
sioned to carry on Christ’s work, and

{not to begin a new one. Their office



