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BLACK-CHIEFS DAUGHTER.

FowRT ycars ago, Black-Chief wvas Sacem
the clan of Senecas residing at Squawvky-
ili,in tua valaey ofîthe Gennessee River. He
as famous for his skill and bravcry un -%var
i tic pursuits of tise dbase; and withai, an-

ared ta lais peopia by his amiable tamper and
nerous qualities. Afier lais deaila, lus clan
aored with tiacir csteem the oniy daughter
tht chief, rcmarkabla for lier beauty and in-

Iligence, and resembiing hier dcccased father
native goodness ofhlcart. Indeed, sO Iligis-
iras she regarded, that, by a formai deerce
counicil, notwvithstandling lier extrema yoatb,
e %vas cloîhcd with tue autlaority of a prin-
ss. Tue briglitcst fisîs front the waters, tue
ceerest flovars, and tise riclacst and rarest

sus of the forces, and tise praudcst tropiaies
f the hunt, wvarc lefi. in revecnc,,, at the do-r
f her wigwamn. Oid mnr uaycu --aiiy ta tise
reat Spirit iliat Ilc -, yaars mighit bc long in
lia ]and ; for tiacir ancient seers liad assured
hein tiat duriîag lier lifetime tise former glories
f the Senecas wvould lac iii part restored.
But, as ivith tic wite man, sa with thc In-

ian, ii is iveli tiaî tIse future is a sealed book.
mali 'gnn fever, %vsicls lsad nearly depapa-

aîed the floarisiaing villagôe of Connewangus,
îîei.dcd its ravages ta Squawvky-bili. Tisa

trang nman wvds ]lid lov, %womanî giaw paie,
nd, with the infant at lier basana, pcrished.-
hie dot, lowled over tisa fesiering carcass;
nd launger, in alliance îvith tic feul distemper,
lied tue cap of snisery la ovcrilowing. In
in evcry precaution %vas taken to arrest the

loiv tram tise lead of ieir bclovcd princess.
fier tisa panic lîad in a great degrec iabated,

and signs of ratarning healtia hecame visible,
the Destroyer cntcred lier lodge, and amid
wails of grief, and groans of despair, lier yaang,
lisart wasstifled for evor.

Mlen a distinguislied individuai expirM~, it
aras the custoin of tue Senecas ta deposit tise
reniains in a simple structure of unheava lag,,,S
calicd Il The Cabin of Deati!" But suaIs wvas
tiatir entlausîastic affcection for <heir chieftain,
Ihat îhey deparied tramn tia;s asaciesat rite, by
crecting a bigla saafF-id in a neigbbouring
grave. Aftcr adorning tise baody witls beads,
shelis, teashers, and allier primitive omnanients,
tiiey placcd it in un sapriglit posture, on tic
rude tbrone thcy laad tisas rmiscd. A drtim,
fermed of the untanncd isido of a deer drawvn
tctsscly over a section of the haliowad trssnk of
a tree, and beaten upan by a wt'.r-ciab, gava
out ils duli and dismai noie, wbilst mon, 'vo-

mer, and children, moved ia a slowv and 60lErn¶n
dance around the dead.

Swift runners wvere despatcbed with the
melancholy tidingas to the Seneca towns of
Tonnewanta, Connewangus, ;.Ad Caneadea;
and the principal men of tisose places accom-
panied &hemn back ta assist in the sorrowful
ceremony. Garlands of fiowcrs, cars of corn,
and valuable furs, wvare thrown in profusion at
the feet of tise lifeîess abject of their idolatry.
By nighit, fires %vere lighted, and watchmen
stationed ta guard the lI-silowed spot, and keep
tise lurking 'volf at a distance. Evcry mares-
ing the salei rites of the preceding day wvere
renewed. Af ter a partial decompasitian of the
body had taken place, it Nvas remaved, and
crsmmstted ta the carth, wvith tears and iand
lamentations.

These rites were not pectaliar ta the Senecas,
or to the Five Nations. The Ciaippewas, wbo
pitch their tents on the shores of Lake Sape-
:ior, (proudiy cailed the IlFather of Waters,")
and other nations of the far nortis-west, bionar
their dead with similar obsequies. It has been
canjccturcd that she Chippewas dcrived their
picturesque funerai observances fram the Iro-
quais, who wvcra their encmrnies of old, notwvith-
standing the vast wiidcrness that separated
thecirbunting,-grounds. Nad-aw-unn
in Michigan, ninc hunýlred miles from, the
Great Cauncil Fire at Onondaga, was tho
scene of a terrifia battlebetwcen themn «a long
lime ago." On tbe dcath of a sachem, or othier
persan of note, the Chippewas, after dressing
tise body in tha vesîments of tise living, and,
by tIse aid of colours extracted tram plants ant,
clay, giving a life-like appearance ta the caun-
tenance, deposit the relics on tvo, cross pieces
fastencd %vith thongs ta four pasts set Lirmly
in the groand. With piaus veneratian thcy
plant near thi, pales the spreading- wvild hop,
or tIse fiauinting woodbine, in order that the
rcvolîîng proccss of decay may bc rcndcred
lcss offensive by the refresbing verdure of
vegetable beauiy, and, in a short lime, the corse
is tbickly embawvercd wîith leaves and fiowcrs.
Ticre as somcîhing strikzingly poctical un theso
simple rites of the untîstored savage. Wbilst
tue enlightcned pale-face yîclds ta the sanless
custody of thc îomb the beautifal and brave,
is wild brother of tise woods nsourns over the

loved and the lost %vith a lasting sorrow, and
dccms il hard ta cast into the coid embrace of
the cirth

"Countenance-sbenign, and tornas that waiked,
IlBat yestcrday, sa statcly o'cr tho carth."


