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HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812,

by the first offered bribe, detached from its
hollow adherence to British rule by the first
military proclamation, or daunted by the first
gleam of the Republican bayonets. Trans-
ported with the genuine spirit of democratic
incbriation, these Congress declaimers were
nevar able, for a moment, to entertain the idea
of leyalty, superior toall the artsand enchant-
ments. of democratic seduction, growing up
to any extent under the mild and equitable
and parental rule of Great Britain :—of filial
~Jove incorruptible, inscparably weaving itself
round the time-honored institutions of a mon-
archy popular, free, and engrossing the hearts
ofits subjects. Disaffection, in their judgment,
prevailed far and wide in Canada : disaffection,
according to their confident but not very states-
man-like vaticinations, was to afford them an
eazy. conquest. The mass.of our population
wereto rush into their arms: very different
was the spirit which our invaders, when they
cross"é‘d the line, found amongst us,—they
found a spirit, not, fondly anticipating their
embrace, but sternly prepared to grapple with
them in mortal conflict; not pliant for proselyt-
ism, but nerved for battle; and they found
that spirit (we say it not in bnttemcss, but we
sy it with honest pride), they found that
spirit too much.forthem. Their invasion was
repelled; and with it were repelled likewise
their groundless imputations against the fidel-.
ity and attachment of the Canadas to the parent
state.

Thus had Canada the credit of contributing
her quota to the brilliant evidence which. his-
tory supplies-~in patriotic struggles and sacri-
fices such as the peasant-warfare of the Tyral,
and the conflagration of Moscow—that mon-
archy may evoke in its behalf & spirit of chiv-
alrous devotion, and implant a depth of religi-.
ous faith, cqual eren in the strength and viger
and courage of themoment, to democratic fer-
vor, and infinitely-superior to.it in.sustained
effort and paticnt endurance.

As.to the gallant spirit and the bold.deeds
of our adversarics,. sorry should we. be—with,
our.cycs open to their merit—to depreciate
them as they, in their imperfect knowledge of
us, depreciated our loyalty. Whilst we frankiy
bear: testimony to their skill and. their valor,
-on-the lakes and.sca more especially ; whilst
‘we_confess that the cnergy.and the. success,
with which they: worked their diminutive navy

 Britain jn the tnnihilmon of his navy. Diss-

commanded the respect, and even awakened
the fears of Great Britain; we do not forget
that their enterprise by land ended in discom-
fiture, and that Canada was greatly instru-
mental to that discomfiture. It was by the
side of a mere handful of British troops that
our Canadian militia achieved the expulsion
of the invading foc; and, what is more, we
do not regard it as an extravagant supposition
that, had the Mother Country been unable to
send them a single soldier, but regular officers
only, to discipline and lead them, their own
truc hearts and strong arms—so thoroughly
was their spirit roused—would, unaided, have
won the day. Be this as it may; Canadadid
her part, and nobly too. Far be it from us
to think of casting away or of unworthily
hiding the laurcls which she has gained;
though most sincere is our desire to interweave
with them for aye the olive branch of peace.

‘Many of her native sons who.took up arms in,

her defence, are still living amongst us, hon-
ored as they deserve to be; and so long as
they shall be spared to-us (and may Almighty
God spare them long), we trust that political
vicissitude will not bring them the mortifica-
tion of sceing the great principle of British
supremacy for which they bore the musketand
drew the sword, falling into anything like gen-
eral disrepute.  And when, in obedience to the
common destiny of men, they shall have been
removed, may their spirit long survive them,
animating.the bosoms of an equally gailant and
loyal race in .gencrations yet unborn, and
cherished as a pearl of great price by an affec-
tionate mother country, in * the adoption and
steady prosecution of a good system of colonial
governmeat.”
We procced now to take up, in the orderof ,

time, the. causes of the war.

The Berlin Decree,  T1aced in & positionof.,
21 November, 1908, power, gpp”cnﬂy Jme-
pregmable, by his recent .victory of Jena (14th |
Oct., 1806), which left the Prussian monarchy .
prostrate at his.fect: but smarting still with .,
the galling memory of Trafalgar, the French |
Emperar deemed. the opportunity: afforded by
the complete. humiliation of Prussia favora-_
ble for returning, asficreely and as fully as he
could, the. terrible blow inflicted by Grm "
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