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was found by the captors impossible to keep
this, their first naval trophy, afloat, and the
Guerriére was accordingly set on fire and
blown up. This must have been the more
mortifying, as this ship had been made par-
ticularly obnoxions to the Americans, a'though
the causes of quarrel arose before Capt. Dacres
joined and whi'e Capt. Pechell commanded
her, still it was the same ship, and most ac-
ceptable would her acquisition as a trophy
have been. Tt is not unworthy of remark,
that on board of the Guerritre, at the time of
this engagement, there were ten American
scamen who had for a number of years be-
longed to her; but as the declaration of war
by the United States was not known at the

The Guerriere was so ent up, that all adempts
to et her in would have been us:less.  As soon
as the wounded were got out of her, they set her
on fire; and I feel it my duty to state, that the
conduct of Captain Hull and his oflicers to omr
men, has been that of a brave enemy, the greatest
cave being taken to prevent our men losing the
smallest trifle, and the greatest attention being
paid to the wounded, wha, through the attention
and skill of Mr. Irvine, the surgeon, I hope will do
well.

I hope, though success has not crowned our ef-
forts, you will not think it presumptuous in me to
say, the greatest credit is due to the officers and
ship’s company for their exertions, particulatly
when exposed to the heavy raking fire of the
enemy. [ feel particularly obliged for the exer-
tions of leut. Kent, who, though wounded carly
by asplinter, continued to assist me ; inthe second
lientenant the service has suffered a severe loss;
Mr. Scott, the master, though wounded, waus par-
ticularly attentive, and used every exertion in
clewring the wreek, as dild the warrant officers,—
livutenant Nicholl of the roval marines, and his
party, supported the hoanorable character of their
corps, and they suffered severely. I must recom-
mend Mr. Shaw, master’s mate, who commuanded
the furemast main deck guns in the absence ot
licutenant Pullman, and the whole atter the tall of
lientenant Ready, to your protection, he having
received a severe contasion from a splinter. 1
must point ont Mr (arhy, acting purser, to your
notice, who volunteered his services on deck, and
comenanded the after quarter-deck guns, and was
particnlarly active, as well as Mr. Banuister, rid-
shipman. I hape, in consideving the circamstan-
ces you will think the ship entrusted to my charge,
properly defended—the unforimnate loss of onr
masts, the absence of the third lieutenant, second
lientenaut of marines, three midshipmen and
twenty-fourmen, considerably weakened our crew,
and we o1y mustered at quarters two hundred
ani fiety-four men, on coming into action; the
enemy hud such an alvantace from his marines
and riflenen, when close, and hiz superior sailing
cnabled him to choose his d-stance. .

I enclose herewith a list of killed and wounded
on board the Guerritre,

time of her sailing, no opportunity of course
had since that period offered itself for dis-
charging them, Capt. Dacres, however, con-
ceiving it to be unjust in the extreme, to
compel them to fight against their countrymen,
ordered them to quit their quarters and go
below. This conduet contrasts most favorably
with the attempts made by Capt. Hull and
his ofticers toinveiglethe erew of the Guerriere
and induce them to turn traitors.  Une of tho
means resorted to was to keep his prisoners
manacled and chained to the deck during the
night and the greater part of the day.

The reason assigned by Capt. Hull for this
unusual severity was, that there were so many
ofhisown crew who considered theGuerrigre's
men as their countrymen, (and who felt, as
well they might, some degree of shame at their
own fallen state), he was apprehensive the two
hodies united would overpower him and the
Americans, and carry the Constitution to
Halifax.  The more probable reason seems to
have been to vender the prospect of liberty the
more alluring to those who would turn traitors,
Capt. Tlull calculated, it may be supposed,
that any whom he could persuade to cuter,
would fight in the most desperate manner,
rather than be taken and turncd over to their
former comnmanders, from whom they could
only expect to receive a certain and well
merited fate.  Capt. Dacres bears testimony,
in other respects, to Capt. Hull’s treatment of
himseif and crew, and the carc that was taken
to prevent their losing the smallest trifle.

The author of the American * Naval His-
tory,” Mr. Clark, remarks thus upon the Gu-
erriére’s capture :—* It appearced in cvidence
on the court martial, that many Englishmen
were on board the Constitution, and that many
ofthese were leading men,or captains of guns.™
‘The officers of the Guerriére knew some of
them personally. One had been caplain of
the forecastle in the Eurydice, another had
been in the Achille at Trafalgar, and the third
licutenant was an Trishman, named Read. In
the latter end of 1S16, a register of oflicers
and others, miilitary and naval, in the service
of the United States, was issued from the
Washington press, prepared by a resolution
of Conzress.  Affixed to the list of names in
this official document, is onc column headed
« State or country where born.” Turning to
this column, in the naval department, we find,



