
uiiderstands fiîl well tlîat the truly suc-
cessful maan bias more to gain than the
applause of tlîis world. WVith ail our
endeavors to ho successful in the eyes of
11cii, ]ct us never *forger that carthly
reward will pass away, and give place to a
superniatu raI one which endureth forever,
and fDr ivhich ive arc aIl bound to stuive.
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With tic article on Garcia Mloreno in
this issue,- the Owîi. offers its readers thc
first of a scrics of student-sketches of
great Cathiolic Laymcen of this century.
W~e hope to be able to continue the series
regularly, -nionth by nionth and to thuq
prescrit a fair idea of the influence our
laynmen have ivielded, and still can and
ouglit ro wield in the cause of the Church
and civilization. Tlhere arc flot -%vanting
those w'ho, accuse our age of the grossest
and niost widespread indifference to every-
thing higli and pure and noble. No more
cruel or lying caluniny wvas ever uttered,
and the prejudiccd pessimists whîo father
tie charge are clcarly too blind to, sec and
too, deaf to, lear. Thiere is no dcnying
ilhnt ilhere have been only too mamîy evil
influences at work iii this i 9tl century,
too rnany individuals and organizations,

iesuin of whose efforts miade for the
atiainnment of false ideals in politics,
society and religion. But the sanie is truc
of cvery age. Man's inlherent proneness
to evil niay 1e sonietinies softencd down
into, a mulder and less dangerous forni of
wickcdness, but it can miever be entirely
eradicated fromîî bis; character and will
inevitably show itself in one forai or
atîother. WVhat is perfectly false, hîowevcr,
is the assertion that our century bias been
promninent for its profession and practice
of false principles and ar tic sanie time
altogether back-ward in the support anmd

furtherance of projects tending to the
spiritual, mioral ahd intellectual wvelfare of
miankitid. Th'le charge is ziot truc cither
in gencral or in detail. The %vhole world
lias several times this century been pro-
foundly nioved by qiiLstions affecting the
higlier intcrests of rnankind, and lias
shown an active and intelligent apprecia-
tion of wh'at miight bc called its fitting
duty in the %work of the elevation and
enlighitenment of the miass of nmen.

How true this appears when we corne
to consider nations and individuals in
detail 1 Vc have nD intention of going
outside tue Catlîolic body' nor, within it,
of considering more tlîan'a feuw miembers
of the lay communion. WVlat a lustre the
naines of Fredcric Ozananm, Louis Veuillot
and Montalembert shed one the later-day
Iîistory of Catholic France. Spain glories
in lier Donoso Cortes. Gerrnany niay
wvell boast of lier Windthorst. Marshall,
Allies and Williami George Ward have
donc England a service, the exterit of
which she littie dreains. Faithful Ireland
lias given to, the world, in the iierson of
Daniel O'Conncll, the greatest layman, flot
only of his own country but of any
country, not alone of this century but of any
century. Coming across the wvater, we on
this side of the Atlantic have nothing to,
coniplain of. Garcia Moreno ia South
Anierica and Brownson and Daniel
Doughierty in the North are sufficient to
prevent the stigmna of sterility froi-r being
attached. to, our Anmericaîî layrnen. In
the face of this array of God's best gifts to

mawherc is the roomn for p)essimism, for
useless lament anid bascess blanie ? The
OWL believes that a consideration-even
brief and iniperfect-of thie lives of these
men cannot but be beneficial to the
student body, and indeed to its readers in
general. As Father Fýaber says «'It is
hard to live in the bosoni of great examples
and be uninfluenced by them'
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