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A ILý R the boundiess
Nortli\vest, but a few
),cars ago, roamied
niîumerous tribes of
dubkY warrlors. Lt was

p)rairies that the rcd-men hiac hunted the
buffalo. follo\ved the war-path, and smol'ed
the pipie of peace. Buit one day, Camle
their destroyers, the pale-faces for des-
troyers tliey truly proved themselves to lie.
And tic prophesy? of the aged mnissionary,
the noble Father Lacomibe "' i t in
fiftecin years there wili not bc a ftill-blIooded
Indian alive on the Canadian prairie," lias
been alimost fuifilled. Nýowv instead of
the piercing war-whoop, and tic solinn

Lunl-tum "of Uic Indian '(Iilu, are
hecard tie shrill ivhistie of the locomotive,
and the licartii-som--ýs of tic wlîites.

As t0- stranger travelling ov'er our trans-
continental railwav is whlirilect across the
grand expanse of level country stretching
from the " Prairie City " to the Rocky
Mountains, li los in vain for the tribes
of red-skins wiio once lield fulil sway over
tue nortiîern plainls. Tlien arises i i.i
mmnd tue question, wliiat lias beconie oi
Uic noble red-ien ? Tlîe >tory is botlî
short and sad. M.\aii of tlîem have long-1
since departed for the tt (Good-Hutingiic
('rounds," tu dveil with tlieir fore-fiatliers
in the realmn of Uic Great Spirit?' While
the few who have Eurvived the onward
niarcli of civilization arc to lie found in
smnall bands on tie governmecnt reserves
of Canada and Utc lUnited States.

Th'le tourist whîo is intcerested iii abor
lainai research may otianabu nde lti audn
and rick stock of knowludge, concerning
the l)eculiar traits of chiaracter, custonis.
etc., of our Indians, by visiting any of tie
reserves. Upun lus arrivai lie is
pra>umptly pruseuited to tue chiefs of tie
tribe, iii wlose Comipany, Uic inspection
of their '"(,o>veriiiiicnt liome" is com-
n-ieuced. As tue traveller makes Uic
rounds, niany thiuîgs with wlîicl lie ilncets
iwill j.rnve of great intcrcst. But perliaps
that %vhich wvil attract lus attentionî irst

is tlîe ' cce"or igaii, i il wliiclî those
Indianis live %V110 have not as yet built:
lîouses for thienisel ves. This singular
habitation is miad-- of buffalo-hide in the
forni of a colle and supported by four
popiar poles firmly pianted, in the ground
in a circle. tlîe upper ends being lashed
togctlîer %'îtlî sinew. In this miserable
but both winters and summiiiers, are spent.
Altliougli of smiall dimenisions it is ail tîe
mnore convenient for being so, and con-
venience is abovu ail] %liat the Indians
desire. So, percliauce, beconîing tired of

t ir present location, it is thie muore easy
trenuove. One wvould be alnîost at a

toss to conceive where our dusky friends
keep thecir stores and otlier nuoveables, the
wigwam-iis boire, so suiall tlîat there seenis
nîo roonu for anything, aiter tlîey and their
dogs have euîtercd. '1heir ingeuiuitv, liow%-
ever, supp)lies the want of roonu, and
answers ail the l)urp<ses of bags, baskets,
etc. -An muner linimg of birch bark is
drawn l)etwveen the poles .5o as to formi
hollow pouclies aifl around. In these
pouches are storcd tileir goods. One set
nolds a stock cf dried (lCCr's fle!-li; another,
dried fisli ; dressed skiuîs, and a thotisand
other miscellaneotus articles occupy tlîe
rest of the reservours.

Auiotlier Uiing tiîat xviIi imnîediately
draw one's attention is a peculiar custonm
wliiclî is uetailned among im, even to Uic
pr(seuit day, tli is, tlîc nanuier iii wliich
Uic niotiiers carry their young. In lonîg
journeys, the children are piaced iii upriglit
baskets of a peculiar form, vhiich are
fastened- around the necks of t1he inothers
by straps of deer-skin- B3ut the very
young infaunt is swatlied to a sort of flat
;raidie sectired, with flexible hoops to
prevent: it froni falling out. To Uîese
machines Uiey arc strapped so0 as to bc
unable tç move liand or foot. M uch,
funery is often disî>layed oui tue outer cover-
in"g, and on Uic bandages tlîat confine thie

pap5oose., as tlîc iaby is cailed. Tliere is a
sling- attachied tu the cradie hit passes
over tlic squaws neck, the back of the
ciîild being ifaced to tue back of tdie
niotiier, auîd its face outward.


