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-alIy sufleî'ed fromn handling the linen
before the boiling process. In the
disinfection >of apartmnents, care mnust
1)0 taken to burn the collected dust, and
thorough domnestie cleansing is neces-

sary, but it is clearly incuin bout upon
ail sanitary authorities 10 niako provii-
sion upon a scalo adequato to the
pu~rpose, to secure steam, disinfection
ini iLs varied syýstematic details.

THE PUBLIC 1HEALTI- FOR DEOEMBEII.

MORTUARY RETURN3 FRtO1M E TWEVINTY FOUR CANADIAN CITIES AND TOWVNS.

T H1E mortality returnis frotu. the24 principal cities n towvns
in~ Canada,which mnake monthly report8
for the Popat.ment of Agricýultuire, at
O0ttawa,, for Dece mber, as for Novaenmber,
show but a sliglît incre.ate in thc derth
rate ovex' tho previous month; or from
14218 ho 1,249.

The total imortality for the rnontli in
theso tîventy four centres, allowinig fbr
the natural increase in the population
'vas about the sýime as in Docembcr, o:
-ut the rate of a littie over 2_2 por 1,000
of population per annum.

Of tho larger ciLles, Montreal as usuial,
returned the hig.lîest unortality (as àL
doubtless gave the bigliest natality), or
about 8,7 par 1,000 of population p~er
annuni. Ottawva returns show :a mor-
tality of about 24, and those of Quobec
:about 23, por 1,000. Toronto and the
other larger citics return only a rate of'
less than 20 per 1,000. Peterborough
continues ho show a highi dcatli rate.
Jiuring the last quarter of tho year the
mortality ai7eraged there 23 por 1,000.
Diseases classed as "lLocal " appear
to be the chie? cause or' this.

In Hull the mortality incireascd froni
the high rate ofNXoveni ber, 37 par 1,000,
to 43 per 1,000 in flecerabor. A rate
o? about 13 por 1,000 per annum. 'as
fromn zynotic dise.-ses alone; or more
than thrice the average frorn all the
citice and towvns.

In Sorel, almost the saine bigli mor-
talityprevailed as in theoprevious mothb
74 per 1,000. While in November tho

high rate was chiefly from IlLocal "
diseases, in Deceniber it 'vas Iess fironi
these causes and there wvere seven
deaths recorded as from diphtheria
alone, or more than ono in every
hhousand of pop ulation, for the inonth.

XVe are constrained to repeat ivhat
is herein stated in eflèct last rnonh

that somethiug should bo doue, by
authorities of some sort, ho, preçent the
con tinurance o? this d readful destruction
of' human life in Sorel, and which would
1irobably bo found to prevail in other
places not reporting a record of deahs.

«Fromi zymotie diseuses, in the twenty
four cities and towns thire 'vas a sligbt
but not noticeable incre.aso in the mor-
hality; it bein- in hothi months a littie
less than at the rate of 4 per 1,000
of population par annuni. In the
larger cihies, except Ottawu, it ivas
bolow tho average; in the capital it
'vas over 50 par cent. above, or ovor 6
por 1,000. in London it was ec'en
liiglior, ur about 7 per 1,000; and ini
Peterborough, 9. 111 Chatham and
Sherbrooke iL 'vas considerably above

t le avra n. Sorel it ir.as 18, and in
Hlull, as stated, 13 por 1,000.

There ivere no deaths recorded front.
srnall-pox. Frorn rneûsies there ivore
6 deaths and froni scarlatina 3& Froni
dipbtberia. there, wero 110 dcaths-in
the previons month 97. ln ïMontreal
and Queboc there iras a decreaso in the
number of deatbs froni diplitheria; and
alsin l Ottawa, from. 6 wo 5. In Toronto
there was a slight increasP and in


