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garrulous eagerness, that Miss Spencelaugli ladi
promised 9'te try te like hum a littie', had been
te seek an interview with Frederica, and witli
ail the warmth and passion, real and simulatod,
which ho could suminon for the occasion, to
lay himself, metapliorically, at her feet, and,
if possible, to wring frein lier a furtlier pro-
mise ofeone day beconsing bis wife. But when le
saw one time after anotlier, liew persistently
Frederica refnsed te give lim the desired
oppertunity ; liow, by ne scbeming, would slie
allow bersoîf to bc left alone with lim for a
minute; and wlien at last it dawnod on bis mind
that thie promise seblad given lad been given
entirely eut oftdeforence o bler uncle's wisbes and
not in the least degreetlirougb anyregard for liim-
self; and that if lie persisted in tliese violent
attempts at commonplace love-maklng, hoe sbould
frigliten bis bird beyend recal; ho wisely doter-
mined te change bis tactics, and te win bis way te
lier regard tlireugh lier intellect, bofore lnying
siege te the fortress of lier lieart.

Mr. Duplessis,wbilo admitting the full difficul-
ties of tlie task before lim, nover allowed limself
to despair. His experience of tlio sex bad ucen-
sciously led lin te ferm .sncb a geed opinion of
lis own qualifications, that lie was net treubled
with any deubts as te lis ultimate success in the
present instance. Ho was acute enougli te per-
ceive, wliat ne one cîse suspected, that the
sliadew of seme old leve still lingered in
the heart of Frederica; but lie wisely kept bis
knewledge te himseîf, trusting te time and bis
own efforts te pull dewn tbe image of bis un-
known rival, and set up tliat of Houri Duplessis
in its place. Fre tlie day onivhicl le decided
te change bis mode efactien, lie nq lenger seuglit
for opprtunities otfinding Froderica alone ; and
when Lady Spencelaugh once or twice attemptod,
geed-naturedly, te make sucb occasiens for bim,
lie shrank frein accepting thon, and seemed
unacceuntably te bave becomo as sby and re-
tirin as bis lndye-leve herself.

When, on tlie ether liand, Miss Spencelaugi
and lie met in the presence of ethers, and btter
stili, if tliere were eniy a third person present,
and especially if that third persen were Miss
Craxton-ex-governess at Belair; middle-aged,
snufly, but stili deligltfnlly sentimental, nnd at
present on a visit te lier old pupil-then weuld
Mr. Duplessis exert himself te the utmost te
dazzle and fascinate Frederica.

Altheugb the ridbest yeung lady in ail Monk-
sbire, Miss Spencelaugi lîiad seon but little of
Londen socioty, for the baronet and bis wife lad
lest, years age, ail relisb for tewn-lifo ; and what
littie cempany visited at Blair was net of a
kind te pessess mueli interest for Frederica
chiefly censisting, as it did, of middle-nged
ceuntry squires and their wives, witi perhapg an
insipid daugliter or two, just emancipated fromn
tho bearding-sdliool. Yeung gentlemen, wnnt-
îug neither in manners ner education, wero net
more scarce in Menksbire than anywbere cIe;
but after one or twe of tiem lad triod their
fortune witb the lieiress of Beiair, and lad been
repulsed ; and when a rumeur ran tbrengh tthe
baclieler ranke that Miss Spen celaugli lad beund
berseîf hy an oatb neyer te marry, tliey feugit
rather sby of the slenn dinner-parties at tlie
Hall, and carried theinselveg and tijeir attrac-
tion te quarters where they were more likely te
be appreciated. But, indeed, bad any of the
rebust yeung squires of Mnksire-univcrsity-
mon many of thon, witb their bonest bemely
ceuntry training overlaid witb a thin leeker of
Lenden fast life-beeot foolish enough te enter
into tlie list with Duplessis, tbcy weuld seon
bave liad cause te, regret their temerity in se de-
ing ; for Mr. Duplessis lad a liundred advnntages
on lis oide, such as ne yeuuig man of twenty,
bewever accenpiislied lie might ho, could liepe
te rival. Ia the first place, there was bis age;
and a man's age, up te a certain point, if pro-
perly managed, is an advantage rather than tho
contrary in a love-chase, especially if the Diana
of wben lie is in pursuit lias te lie won tbreîîgb
the intellect as much as tirougi the beart.

-Thon, again, Mr. Duplessis lad the advantage ef'
a wide experience of the werld. Ho lad travol-
led mucli, and bad seen life in varions ferins -
le was an excellent linguist, gand haçl.oupple,-

mented an originally geod educatien by sundry
accemplishments picked up la diffrent ceuntries;
and lic know bew te present Uis knewledgo in
its mest attractive guise before etbers. To
ail tbis, add thio fact, that lie was eminently band-
seme, and that bis stylo was preneunced te lie
irrepreachable, and it will at once ho seon that Mr
Duplessis was net without reasen on bis sido
wlien lie expressed bis firin belief in the ultimate
success ef bis suit.

That the Canadian was pessessed of many
attractive qunlities, Frederica lad been made
awaro frein the day on wbicb the Belair party
bad madoeiis acquaintanco se eppertunely aneng
tbo Pyrenees; and as tino wore on, the friendiy
bond between the twe assumed that easy, ban-
tering, tbrust-and-parry diaracter whiclm seens
te lie educed se naturally frein the collisien ef
twe briglit and well-pelisbed intellects; wbicb
is essentially of tbe worid, werldly; wbicli rarely
er nover toutébes nny cf the deeper cliords of feel-
ing, ner desires, indeed, te de se ; wbidh is vory
eplioneral, and easily broken, but very pleasant
wvilo it lasts ; and is, in fact, sucb a gay and
sparkling apelegy for genuino friendsbipthat""
nany easy-lieartod individuals prefer it te the
real article, ns less treublesome, and by ne
menus se exacting. Se long, thon as the friend-
sbip between them-if friendsbip it could bo
clled-meved plensantly aleng te ligbt music,
se leng did Miss Spencelaugli take pleasuro in
the cempany ef the acemplislied Canadian ; but
at the first wiisper cf love, the sunlight ef
laugbter died eut of lber eyes ; sic turned on hum
in al liber dark and lnugbty beauty, and
shuddered as theugi a serpent lad stung lier.

It was net merely tînt Frederica's lbeart wns
already given te another; thore was soething
beyend tliat-ene cf these nameless unnc-
countabloanatipathies, wlîicb causcd lier wlioe
nature torise in revoit against the idea ef ever
becomnug tic wife of Hlenri Duplessis. And yet,
in the face of tbis autagonistic feeling, sbo lad
given tbat rash promise te bler unclo 1 She lad
given it during the first siarp pain of bier
bereavement, whulo utteriy indifferent ns te
wliatever migît liappen te liersoîf: iow bitterly
she regretted it afterwnrds, mie eue but lierself
ever knew. But wben Frederica perceived that
ail lever-liko ndvnnces on tbe Canndian's part
lad entirely ceased ; tint lhe ne longer sougît
for an epl)ertunity of finding ber alene; and
tint his demenueur in ne wise diflred frein tbnt
ofnany etier gentleman wvie visitod at Belair,
she cencluded, net unnnturaily, that scing iow
distasteful bis suit was te lier, lie lad silcntly
nbandoned it; and grateful te lin for lis ferbear-
auco, abe begannslowly, and alnest unconsciously,
te unbend tewards lin; and by dogrees tho inti-
macy between them cane te assume its old easy
laugbing character, whici wns precisely die
point te wviel Mr. Duplessis was desirous of
bringing it, and frein wbicb lie began te work
afresh.

It was the old easy intinacy witi a diffierence,
ns Frederica was net long ia discovering; lesa
bautering nnd .satirical tian ef yere, but witb
more of the earnest feeling of real fricndsbip, at
least on the part ef Mr. Duplessis ; nnd based on
a pleasant communion ef intollectual tastes
bitherto unsuspccted by Frederica. Tt was
strango te discover tliat Mr. Duplessis's faveurito
authors wero hors aise. IJus acqunintanco witb
Dante, and Goethe, and Schiller, exceedod ber
ewn ; and in Englisi literature lo was crtainly
much botter rond than sic wns. Tien tliere
wore other happy points of contact bctweoa
tien. Mr. Duplessis, like Frederica, was
passionntely fond cf sketchiig frein nature, and
wieldod a free bold poncil, which seened te rub
in, witb a fow easy rapid touchîes, effeets wbich
euly hy much slow, pninstaking study could
sie adequately shadow forth. Wbat more natu-
ral, under these circumstances, tînutînt they
slould eccasionally fiad themsolves anong the
heautiful Belair woods, sketching some pictu-
rocque nook tegetbor, witli obliging littie Miss
Craxten te play prepriety betwveen thin.
Tien, again, Mr. Duplessis wns an admirable
amateur-m'îsician, and lad a clear ringing tenor
voice, wbich ho knew bow te use with excellent
effect;i andi mu&icl in sucà a case, le ful cf

dangerous fascinations, and las tenes of hidden
tenderness ail its own, which can rend the
leart tînt ne other langunge avails te toucl.

The liealti of Sir Pbilip Sponcelaugih waned
sleoviy as the sommer advauced, but le SUiR
clung as ovor te bis pot of a secieme of a union
bctween tho man for wliom lie lad centracted
se singular a liking, and Frederica. Ho saw,
witb a sort of querulous satisfaction, that
Fredorica ne longer displayed any signe of
distaste for the company of Mr. Duplessis;
and lie wae only dissuadoti frein urging lis nieco
te anme an early day for the marriage by the
Canadian binsoîf, wbo knew well that the
baronet's persuasions would have an effeet
preciseiy the opposite of tint which it was ini-
tended tiey siould have, and would utterly
freezo those pretty tender buds of liking whicli
lie slw creeping forth frein day te day, and
which leolieped, by patient and judicious
cultivation, weuld one day culminato in the
perfect flowor of lovè. Se the baronet, with
somo difficulty, was iuduced te keep lis, own
counsel, and that of Mr. Duplessis, as far as it
was knowa te lim. Ho would sit for an heur
at a timo witb Frederica's land in lie, patting
it softly, and murmuring below lis breath:
1'Good girl, good girl,' and gazing with anxioua
eyes inte that bright prouti young face, wbidh,
wben in bis presence, always softened into a
tendorness suci as was rarcly seen upon it at
any other tino.

Beyond the precincts of Belair, the news, un-
founded ns we know, spread quickly, emanating
frein wlat source ne one could tell, tînt Mis
Spencelaugh was positively engageti te Mr. Henri
Duplessis, andt tit the niarriage was te take
place liefore C hristmas-spread te Normandford
andi Estrigiam; andt tence, in an ever-widen-
ing circlo, frein eue country-house te anetber,
tilI it was knowu tîrouglout the length and
breadth of Meuksbime; and se, after a tino, it
travelleti up te, town, andi cane te, be discussed
in west-end drawing-reens, and te bo a tepie
fer brief comment at chance meetings in the
crusi on aristocratic staircases.

Sudh was the position of nfl'airs at Belair, at
the tino wben eue of the most important char-
acters in our bistory makes lis firat appearance
on the scene.

To be continued.

LOSSES AT SEA.

LT is stili te lie proved wlether iron or oak la
the most bnoyant nnd suitable material for

slips, anti wlether the vessel of Benbow's turne,
or the mass of notai that now bears our Eng-
lisi thundors over the waves, is te be the son-
conqucror of thc future. The rocent deplorable
fate of thc London lins led te many suci enqui-
ries, and tic theuglits te wiich it bas givea ise
will long continue te ferment in tbe miuds of our
ship-buildems and sip-buyers. Iu seekîng greater
speed and increased stenn-power, we may por-
haps have ratier lest sigbt of other qualit.ies
equally valuable, andi equally needful for tho
snfety and confort of our sailors. Following
out a train of tbeuglit inte which the lato calan-
ity bas led se many IÉngishmen, lot us briefly
recapitulato a fcw of the chef siipwrecks anti
other losses ut son during tie lnst century.

The losa of the Royal George, a fine 1lO-gun
slip, in 1782, net in a storm, net by fire, or in
tic sbock of battie, but ini a son cain and with-
ont a ipple, excited n grent intemest in Englanti,
anti rousoti Cowpem the poot te the production
of a baimd tint is stiil rend. Iu lier mest cruise,
the Royal George lnving spmung a leak, was
ordercd into dock te, be examiued, and te bave
seme of bier copper sheatbiug removed. Sic was
to e (4e careened" ut Spitbead-tiat is, te lave
bier guns emovedt teoee sido tili tic danageti
part rose abovo the wnter. At 6 a.n. on an August
nerning, the work was begun; and at ton, te,
renove sone more copper, sie was lowemed
anotior streak. A grent part Of tic crew (aine
hundreti mon) lad j iîst sat dewn te dinuer, wicn
a sudden guet of wilid coming, forcedtheti vessel
loeo on lier side ; tiesscaîîoumed in at the open
ports, anti sh suuk iu cigit minutes. Admirai
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