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PROF. DAN BROWN.

AN BROWN was born at Huntington'
Pa., in June, 1841; lu 1844 his parents
moved to Fairfield, Iowa. Prof. Brown
began the studyof Benn Pitman phono-

graphy while in the armv, in Octoîer, 1862. In
May, 1863, he commenced practicing as a short-
hand clerk lu a Military Court at Cormuth, Miss.,
and in September, 1863, he associated with
him, in his court work, Frank E. Nevans. In
October, 1863, he was detailed as a reporter for
a military commission at Memphis, Tenn.,
where he remained until the close of his three
years enlistment in May, 1864. After a short
visit at his home in Iowa, he reported during
the Presidential campaign of 1864, in Illinois,
and Missouri, and spent the winter of 1864 in
the office of the Adjutant General of the State
of Missouri.

In January, 1865, returning to his home, he
commenced reporting in the sixth, and other

1 Judicial Districts, of Southeastern Iowa. In
1870, with John T. Bell, of Omaha, John Hall,
and John Gray, now of Chicago, he assistedin
reporting the impeachment trial of Gov. Butter
of Nebraska, and the proceedings of the con-
stitutioral convention of the State of Nebraska.

TED SHORTHAND WRITER.

In 1871 lie accepted a position in the office of
the genieral passenger agent of the " Burlington
Route' ar Burlington, la., and in 1872 he went
to Chicago as corresponding clerk for Henry
Starring, geteral baggage agent, C. B. & Q. R.
R., aul other railroads. In April, 1874, he
comnenced teaching pionograpiy for the
Chicago Athlennm, where, with one assistant,
lie ias instructed 620 students in the phono-
graphie art. In 1878 lie oganizcd the Chicago

nitreasi of Phoniography. Althougli he teaches
and practices the Benn Pitman svstem cf
phonography, lie is familiar with, and reads,
most of the published systeuis.

out the work. The staff of five on whon he has
jitherto reliel lias been too stuall to do the

work otherwise than hurriedly.
IDuring a comparatively recent investigation

made by a Commîittee of the Englisl Parliamient,
Mr. Hansard, whom tley exanined, in the
course of the investigation deposed that if a
full report of the debates of Parliament were
prepared, the service of sixteen or eighteenu
reporters would be reiuired, besides a goI staff
of superintendents. Williani Saunders. con-
ductor of the Central News Agency, also stated
that about twenty reporters would lbe ruquired
to give a full report of the debates. and that the
reporters would need to be relievel e ery five or
ten minutes. Sir John liose, who was also
examîiined by that Commîittee, statel that the
Canadian House of Commuons sat verv niuch
the saine number of hours as the British flouse
of Commions. It is therefore only reasonable
to infer that the daily work required to be donc
by Parlianmentary reporters at Ottawa is as
heavy as at London. lt 1s well-known that the
London 'nes emiploys fifteen reporters in the
Uritish Parliament. Up to elevets o'clock at
night tiese fifteen reporters take fifteen minutes
turns ; after eleven the turns are reduce ¶ to
teu minutes ; after twelve they are reduced to
five minutes ; and, after one, to two and a half
minutes. Seeing therefore that fifteen to twenty
nien are only considered a reasonable staff to de
etliciently the Parliamentary reporting (for both
louses of course) in England, it catmot surely
be wondered at that five reporters, however
competent they mnay be, should find it a most
laborious task to turn out good verbatirn reports
of all the debates of the Canadian House of
Commons, day by day.

CHAS. A. SUMMER.
(See Portrait in June Number.)

HARLES A. SUMNER is ason of Judge
'D Sun er, and was born August 2nîd.,

1837, at Great Barrington, Mass, Ha
was educated at col!eges in Chester,

and Hartford, Conn. After leaving college lie
studied law, and about this time becane in-
terested in phîonography. In 1855-6 he was a
newspaper reporter in Washington. In the
latter end of 1856 he went to California, and
was engaged on the Sacramaento Union, and re-
porte the Legislature for that paper. It was
through hin that shorthand wvas introduced into
the State Courts of California. For a few sue-
ceeding years ho elitei and publsised several
newspapers. He servel through the civil war,
and was Colonel of the lst Nevada Infantry. In
1865 lie was elected Senator for Nevada, and in
1866 was ehosen president of that body. Return-
ing in 1868 to California, he again edited the
Tins and I, rald. In 1870 he was appointed
reporter of the San Francisco Municipal Court,
and is now reporter of the Supremue Court of
California. Mr. Sumner is not only known as
a phonographer of high standing, but as an
orator, statesman, and poet, he is favourably
nientioned by the press. Here is a specimuen of
his poetic muse;-

THE sHoRTH.AND REPORTER.

The mac of wtrds! I know him well; his every form and
feature,

Present to me in simple guise, a most familiar creature.
While prominent upon the liîs--by general concession-
The acttal act of public tslk is not m his profession.
in short-for short is his address-his business is the

writing
Ofspeeches in the proper shape from very poor inditing.
He takes a rhreadlare piece of cloth; reweaves it, cleau

sud shiing-
Ah iysteries and miseries of his acute refining I
Who knows of his alchemuic toil ? who thanks him for his

study,
oe- crucibles of ugly signs;-expressions rank and

nsoddy?
Evolving from a jumbled mass some thoughts of useful

mealing;
From loads of innutritious chaff, some wheaten kernels

gleasnig-
[s gratitude for such a work- from wordy men expected?
Where toughest skill is exercised, least det isrecollected.
Ive seen unnumbered Solons gloat, in halls of legisiation,
Becau.se the text consutuents quote enhanced their re-

ptitation:.-
Until their fame collapsed in shane from one good,

square translation!


