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DIRTN,

* Francis JéTrey. the greatest of British critics,
was born in Edinburgh on the 23ed of October
1773. There arc very {cw persons the precise
spot of whose nativity itis worth whila taking
much pains to fix. Bus asalmostall the accounts
of Jefliey do aﬁccify & place, and a wrong one, it
may be as well 1o mention that he ccrtainly was
nod barn in clther of the three houses, 1n Fisher's
Land, or Paterson's Court, or Buchanan's Court,
all in Lawomarket Street, where the family after.
wards Hived; but in one ot the flatsor floms of
what [« now marked No. 7on the west aide of
Charles Stecet, George Square, Besides other
unquestionable evidences, he himaclf pointed this
out as his birth-place to his friend, Mr Adam
Black, bookscllcr.

KDUCATION.

Francis learned his mere letters at home;- and
John Cockburn, who had a achool fn the abyss of
Rallic Fyfe's clo-c, tatight him to Y'm them loge-
thér. He wasthe tinicst possible {I(l, but dark
and vigorons, and gaided =oma rephiation the
while &iill in petticoats.  Ond Sedley” had the b’;-?
fione of glving him hls whole dancing educatiod,
which was over before his ninth year began, It
{s to be hoped, for Mr. Scaley’s rake, that this pu.
pi] wis not the best specimen of hlss‘tm; for cet-
talnly neither danclnf. nor any muscularacconi.
plistiment, except walking, at which ha wis al.
wags’excellent, were within his tefumphs. The
more serions part of his cducation commenced in
QOctober 17815 when, at the afe of cight, he was
sent (0 the High School of Edinburgh, where he
continned for the next sfx years. In 1787, when
in kis fourteenth yeat, he ‘enteral Glasgow Col-
lege, where he remalnced for two scssions,  Prin-
cipal Mactarlane of Glasgow, and Piincipal
Haldane of Glasgow being fellow-students; -and
who have bath communicated their reminfscences
to Lork Cockburn. ‘They-agree that his mental
activity develrped itself at this early period, his:
favourite subjects being criticism ml’“ metaphy-
sics.  Principal Macfarlane narrates thatin the
second session, * he broke upon-us very brilliant.
ly,"fand Principal Haldene givesevidenceas tohis
cellical powers, his own essay having iallen into
Jeflrey's hands and heing most unmercifully dealt:
with, though the strictures gave carly promise of
that eritical acumen, which was aflerwards toex-
creisesuch d sway in the Republic of’ Letiers,
He: ‘atao showed: the -element of resistance o
power i he fancied {'s exercise vverbearing, by
oppesing the election of Adam Bmitk as Lord
Rector, apparently for no other reason than that
the professors- desired it. Returning from Glas-
gow, he speattwo years fri-Edinburgh attending:
the law classes and in:a laboriolis but discursive
conrse -of study. Thirty-one eseays arecnumer-
ated; including discourses on “ Beauty;” “Sla-
very)! ¢ Fortitude,” ** Indolence” * Novel Read-
ing,”" snd an endless variety of subjects’ underta-
ken for his mental improvement, and in which he
acled as his own censor. This l‘pc.-ﬂod of hislife
affords & remarkableé'example of thaf intellectual
perseverancé ‘and‘(cllvitz; which costinlied to the
end of his life, and in which thus-early may, be
raced the dawning of that excellence, which, un-
der'severe mental cultuze, 3n the end gave him
hie ascendancy botki in_Hieratdré and in' his for-
ensiccarcer. [ 1791 Jefirey waysent o Oxford,"
but: before he left ‘Edinbugh he ad - an"opportu-
nity of doing-a- piece 0f ‘good service ‘10 one
whose literary fame, in one sense, it would be lu-
dicrous fo,name. in the same breath with his own,
but who his left'a name scarcely less:known: jn
British lileratare, The anccdote.ischaracteristic
azd the association 30 odd, now ihat it has.come
propxylzw,1lshl,39 far as.we ‘know, for the firkt
l‘yne‘ that .we"give, Itin: the biographer's own

Jords. ., It wasg'about this time 17;0.0;' 1791)
tha( Jeflrey, Had the bonor ‘of amisting; to. carry
¢ biogedpher of Johnson, in-a stais,of great 1o

xication, to bed. 'For 1his :he. was.rewsrded
neX(oiorhing by Mr, Boswell, who had learned
who'his bearers had been, clapping his head and

| rempory chafle

telling him thal he was & very promising fad, and
that *{{ you go on as you've Lgnn, ot may live
to be a Boexy youtsclfyet! On reaching Oxford,
whither he was accompained by his father, bros
ther, and Mr., George Napicr, W 8,, who afler.
wands became his brotherjn-aw, he was consigtis
ed to his solitary apariment, * surrosunded by
chapels, and libcaries, and halls,” and here, on
the first scrious sequesiration frum bis liomo and
friends, heexperienced thatshock that most young
men, anxd especially of a comiemplative bian, do
onco at lcam encounter in their life—that sense of
lonclinces and desolation, the active suspcuse of
the journey o'cr, and that qoict succecding with
“a quick m * which Curtan so well deseribes
when ficst he was let fall in the wildernces of
London, ad which Jeffrey no less significantly
conveys in & letter to his sister. ¢ Why must 1
always dream that I am in Edioburgh. * The un.
packing of my trunk rendered mencarly mad. 1
cannot yct bear 1o ook intoany of my” writlngs.
Lhave not now one glimpee of my accusomad

nius nor fancy. O1! my dear, retired, adoted
itla window," alluding to his Iawnmarket gar-
ret, as his biographer tclls s, pent np in wgkh
he had dresmed o'ar the sages and produced those
multiladinous essays to which we - have alluded:
He spent & season at Oxfonl, wbin he gladly.
ok lcave of ita vencrable walls with & smars
Latin rejoinder to the formal certificate of his ac.
adenmical altendance in the same lan{'dagc, His
idea of his progress, as far as the Ubiversity, may
be gathered from ollowing passage in a ietter,
" l'.xl:c!u praying and deinking, I see nothing clee
that jt is poesible to :nc‘?nlfe in this place” We
may add that his friend Craustoun, who aliended
the same University a few years previously, wai
much of thé same opinjon, for he aftcrwards uscd
tosay that the only the derlved within its
venerable halls was in the vacailon, when he
‘chanced to be left there 1o his own study and In.
chbrations. Jeffrcy retarnad to Edinburgh in the
summer of 1792, and resumed his legal and other
‘studics with a ¥iew to the Bar. But, like many
others who have atiained the hijthest rank in that
‘proféssion, he had periods of ovctwhelming dls
trust §a his own capacity or aptivide for the task.
It iscurious that this difidenice’: more frequently
amsailsthosc who ascend into the highest sphere
than others who, having given evidences of quick-
‘ness and sagacity in a subordinate but eminent!
practical and useful province (viz, the Altoruey's
uffite); assume the gown with every confidence,
and generally not misplaced, though'lcas rarely
than in thé firk {nstance—ihat of Jelffrey and
.others, who have pursucd a more varied, profoutid
and speculative course of study—conductin
them to a ‘commanding elevation. Jeffrey di
‘not think of the mercantile profession at this titae
any more than when at an after period, and, §n-a
letter to Horner, he carelessly talked of abandon-
ing fame and everything élse, Il he could olfly
conjure up a nfce little cottage and £300 a- ‘}'car.
These wayward feelinizs arise in moments of tém.
pordry pressiire and despondeucy, when mankind
are often tempted to say with the Psalmist, * Ob
thit [ had wings like a'dove} fof then would 1y
away ahd be at rest”” Jefirey had these o'ercom-
ings, notwithstanding the &mgryl elasticity of his
,szf:lt, ‘Gut he never seriously harbourcd ‘the'
thought of abandoning an active confict with the
world, whéthier law or literature’ shonld“eventu-
ally' eolist him. A3 it was, hé was s Jdyal sub-
ject to both, “He-was called fo th& Bay on I6th,

écember 1794, and Lord Cockbuin 'gives lbi
fq!lqiringcoeom rehenaive skbteh of the politicat,
siate of Scottand at that date.

‘Scotland did not maaintain & single opposition
newspaper, of. magazine, or periodical publica-
tion.  The nomipation of the jury by the presid.
Ing judge was conirolled by no check whatever

ovided his Lordship avoided minors,  the deal,

unatics, and . others - absolutely. incapatle, Pe-.
oy lenge was puknor!m,‘ Meetings.of
the adberents of Government for. party:purposes,
add.for'such - thiogs-as ;VWR:MX—.chuhm;
were common enough. But, wilh: smple maters

fals for opposition meetings, they were in total
”

disnse, 1dout if there was one held in Edine
turgh between the vear 1505 and the year 1890,
Attendance was updersiood to be fatal. " The very
banks werc ovetawed, and conferred their favours
with a very diffcrent hand to the adhcrents of the
two partice, Those who remember the year 1810
can acarcely have forgotten the political spite that
asntiled the rise of tha Commercial Bank, e
catse it proposed, by knowng no distiiction of
pRiY in its mcrcantiic dealing. to Jibciate the
ublie, but especially the citizeos of Edinburgh,
us, politically, Scollend was dead. 11 waanot
unlike a viilage at n great man'sgate.  Withont
a single free tostiintion or habit, upposition was
rebellion, sutmision prolable suceest There
were many wih whom horror of French princhs
piey to theextent 1o Xhich it was carria), was &
patty pretext, But thete wero aleo many with
whomn §t was & sincere fecling, and wha, In thele
fright, saw in every Whig & pereon who was ale
ready a Republiean, dnd not unwilling to becoma
ategicide. To theso clreumntances, veal, upon.
the right aidd, was at & high premium, whild there
wab no virtue so hated as modcration, s

MANRIAGH,

The marriage took ‘:Iace on the 1at of Noveme.
,ber, 1801, 1t bad all thd recommeniation of pove
‘crty,  His Jather, who was in humble cireums
siances, Assinted them & very littleg but Miss
Wilwon had no fortune, and Jefiicy had told his
brothet, only eix montha tefure, that /* my prafes.
sion has never ‘yel' broxght me £100 @ year, Yet'
have I determined to venture upott this new ginte,
It shows a telfance upoti Providence, scarcely to.
be equaliced in this degenesate age, and indicates:
such resolutions of cconomy’. as would Ictrify any
lessmagnanimousadventirer,”  His brother Lay-
ing asked him to describe his wife; he didao, asl
think, with great accuracy, * You Ak me to des

acribe my Catharine.to you ; but 1 have notalent
of description, and put but liule fasth n full-

drawn characters; bosldes, the atiginal is now.so

miuch & pait of mysell that it would not be decent

1o cnlarge very much, either upon her excellences

or her imperfections. It is proper, however, to

tell you, in sober earncat, that she.ds not a showy

of remarkable girl, eitber v person or characeer.,

Sbe has good seuse, good -manoers, good temper,

ani| good hands, and, above all I am ne,trccllz
snro fhatshe has A good heapt, and that it s

.minc. without reluctance or division.”. Sbe soop
secured the respect and esteem o1 all his fiiends,
and made her house and {ts socicty. very agreeas
ble, Thelr first home was in Bucgleuch Place,
.once of the new, parts of the cld 1own ; nolincjther
the eighth or the nioth stories, ncjther of which.
ever existed, but fn the.third story of what is now

No. 18 of the strect, Ilis domestic arrangemeats.
wete sct about with that honorable economy

which always enabled him to practice great genes
rosity, ‘There la a sheet of paper conmlping an,
inventory, in his own wrlting, of every article of
furniture that he went to the length of Rﬂli"f-
with the price, His own siudy waa only made
comfortable at thecost of .£718«.5 the banquet-
ing hall rose (0 €13 8s.,, and the drawing.room
actually rosc to €22 19s,
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NEW MAP. OF UPIER CANADAs

_Mi, Scobie lias just fssued a map of ihe Wes-
tern half of-Upper Cinada, which will uodoubf..
edly receive that amount. of paqgrgnie which'.s0
impor:ant an addition to the geographical depast-,
meot of our provincial acquisitions demands.” It
i3 two feey three inches long Ly three feet deep,,
and will Torm an excellent achool map. Tn:fact
we_have hung it up. along side one’of Vasty's
jnimitable School Maps, and 1o say that it scemy
notat all Il filted to hecome & school-maie “wiith
the Englisholdn $s no. meSsured priise; The
divigions are- 1aken < fronu.ahe latess and ost-re-:
Yiable.sonrces; and ake countiexhre ‘shrkpls aes

A

cording to the recent Counties’ Bill, ‘The mapis



