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divine Prov idence did trot cast tileri
awaty lorever, but wirerr file pierritude
of tinire carnle, sent t hemaI ai edieenIe r..
To Iliis chrose') peopte arr auget bora.-
tire ha;py t idiirgs of ilis bth , to tlic
nlatiorrs a star Irroctairu cd iat tlie Iight
Irardl tire r-evedat ion of tire Gentites was
b irora. Whethier it wias rir ordirrary
m .ar flint God rrrrrde urse of' ou thazt
occasionr, or Wtrettrer it MWrrs ii nielre

*COtarrarri of ligirr, suir asi flice jriitrr of
lire tirrt werrt before tire rarelites an
tire day~s of' Moses, or w trettrer it wZrS
arn1 rrrrget illurrrîrratrrrg tile firrrmamrernt,

Il a raer'e Irratter of corrjectrrre rrrrroarg
tire terred. titt, trowever finrt rrrrr
ire, tirere ir onre fact certairr, tit it %%,Is
a r.igrr sert iry Goal to Cati tire Gentiles,
iflic tiersons of the Margi, ta tire truc
Irritir, arro to guride thimen to wire tie
itrrviour of the wortd wits boru, fint
tirey nrigirt offer to Hiim tireir gifts tord
tire trorrrrge of thirci raoratiorr, in tire

*nrrnre of ra preople wiro were eiro,,er to
beconre tire faitirfut cijdren of tie
Cirei. Tirere caui ire no dorait, tirat

*tirey karew tlice star to ttc strei a siga
frorrr D ivinae irnsprirat iorr, tut i t is more
tirar Ptrobarrbe tit tir v exiaecteti abouat
tirait tirnie tire Conrrg of' tie Messirai,
arrd thiait ties' iard irerrd frorrr tie
ptropiret of tire starr tirat was to rise
Ouat of Ja'coir, arnd tie scepter tirat wr
to spriîrg froîrr Israaet. For art tirt
periori the expectation of tire promised
MNessiai anîd the goldern age trat He
wa. to rnaaitgrrate, was not coatiîted to
the Jewisi peoiple artoae. Tire ationsa
of the earth expected lus corraing, ras a
fragmientary tradition, irowever dis.
torted, of a promised Itedeemer
obtaiined among the Gentites, and that
sucb was the prevaiiing belief of the
rations of the East, Tarcitus aind

Suetonjus leave no doubt. In tire
West, Virgit sang of the golden age in
hi@ k7ourth Eciogire, and that pro-

daet iort so closelv reseraables sias
thiat aara are raf Irle opinîrioan tirat tire
îtredictior of tire great pr-opriet va'R.
tire sorce of ibis ins~pirationr, irtt lite
trirar set i warraia teard ils to bel icve tirat
i: krtow teuge ara diat surtieet was aie-

ri vea froara tire itropiretic words of ttrc:
t2aartteurr Sitavi. iiowever, tirese rarc

i'thlttot we wi!t arot disputate tairout,
for wae hrave tire maaina filet, tlirat, tirroarg
tlire tar ratterarile goodaaess tiltd arre of
(;00, Orar fathters were catteat to tie

trare faith ta f ie irrturî ertioaa of IL
Ira irarcutoras star.

Tire iroor strephierds, keeîriag tire
rright Mratcires over their tioeks, were
caaitcd farst, arnd rrot ttrroi-gh tire irter-
veattioa of a strar, but by tire good
offices of an anaget. They represented
Uit to tirat tirl tire etrosear people of
God, and as strei were horrored with a
cetestiat irateitigearce as tire medium of
rceteation. Itut ta tie nations who
turned away frorar ;od, aird iived arot
arccording to reason, trait arccording to
tire searses, was sent an irrationai guride,
beirrg arbore it rîceordaînce witir tireir
tives tiai a ecestini inatelligeance wouid
ire, arard tirs it was a star that ted
theor to tie feet of tire D)ivinre R1e-
deenier. Buat, ars St. Gregory rerararks,

lf arot 11rY intelligent beiags bore wit-
ness tol tire tivinity of our Lord, but
ail] tire iîrratimarte etemnerts of natuare
dîarirrg the periods of His trirtir, tife
arrd tcati.' At His tuirtir, the angetie
irost proctrrimed, iar tireir giorious
caratiete of Irrarise, (iiory bo (ior arrd
peace to niren," and the beaverrty star,
as tictigh it were conscious of its
Creaitor's birth, ieads men to their
Redeearer's feet. The sea acknowiedged
its Divine Master, as it affoaded Him a
soiid footing on its gentie bosom and
roiiing billows, and the stormn and the
ocean in itr anger, as though consciorrs
of His presence, obeyed His commands.


