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aitection which his goodness will produce in the human
heart.
Here, then, are two facts growing eut of the coneti-

‘spiritual and its penalty spiritual, and appealing to the
authority of the supreme God, he laid its claisis upon
fthe naked soul—be entered the secret recesses of the

tutien of humnan nature—First, the soul must feel its spirit's tabernacle—be flashed the light of the Divine
esil and lost estate, ag the pre-requisite condition. upon |law wpon the awful seerets hnown only to the soul it
which alone it can love a deliverer—Seccond, the de-teelf; and, with the voiee of o Ged, he spoke to the
gree of kinduress and self-denial in a benefactor, tem-1“I"" of the mind—Theu shalt not well, nor desire, nor

pural or spiritual, graduates the degree of aflection
and gratitude that wilt be awakened for hiza,

Now, in view of these necescary conditiong, mark
the means which God has used, and the manifesiations
which he has mmade of Himself, in order to sccure the
supreme love of the human soul.

In the first place the soul 1s brought to sec and
Seel its evil and lost condition,and s need of deliv-
erance.

feel wickedly !

While ke had thus shown that all the wrong exer-
cises of the soul were sin against God. and that the
sonl was in & gailty condition, under the condemnation
of the Divine law, he then directs the attention to the
Ispiritual consequences of this guilt. These he declarved
to be exclusion from the kingdom and presence of God,
and penalty which involved either endless spiritual suf-
fering, or destruction of the soul itself. The panish-

At the advent of Jesus, the Roman world was inlment which he declared to e impending over the un-
grecisely the condition which was pecessary to pre-'helieving and impenitent spirit, he portrayed by unsing
pare it for his doctrines. The Jews had the moral law 'all thase figares which would lead men to apprehend
written in their scriptures, and recognieed it as the will 'the mo<t fearful amd uumitigated spivitual misery.
of Jehovah; and the UGentiles had its requirements, | Before the impenitent and pardoned singer there
concerning their duty to each other, and their duty to 'was the destruction of the svul and body in hell—con-
worship, written upon their hearts.  Both the doctors |siznment to a state of Jarkness where the worm dieth
amony the Jews, and the schools of philosophy among nat. and the fire is not yuenched—cursed and banished
the Gentdes, especinlly those of the Stoics, taught the 'from Gol into everlasting fire prepared for the devil
obligutery nature of many of the important moral du-'and bis angels—agonizing in flune, and refused a drop
ties which wmun owes to man, No period in the history 'of water to mitizate the agony. Now, these figures
of the heathen miud ever existed before or sinee,!to the minds buth of Jews and Gentiles, must hove
when man's relations to man were so clearly per-lconveyed a mo-t appalling impression of the misery
ceived.® The Jews, however, had these advautages, 'that was immpending over the soul, unless it wasrelieved
that while the few intelligent Gentiles received the in-'frow sin, and the consequent curse of the law—Jesns
struction of the philosophers in relation to morals, as'knew that the Jews, especially, would understand
truth, it was truth without any hizher sanction than {theee figures as implying feactul future punishment s
that of baving been spoken by wise men, and there-'he therefore designed to do, what was undoubtedly ac-
fore it contained in itself no authority or weizht of icomplished, in the mind of cvery one that believed Ins
obligation to biad the conscience; while they had the linstruction, which was. to produce a conviction of sin
Moral Law, as a rule of duty, sanctioned by the autbo-lin the soul, by applying to it the requirements of the
rity and infiuite justice of Jchovah. Thus the moral|spiritual law of God, and by showing that the penalty

virtues assiumed the sanction of religious dutiess and
they had not valy the mural precepts thus sanctioned,
but baving been taught the true character of Gorl.
their religious duties were ikewsse umted in the same
sacred decalogue.

There was, huwerer. in the application of the law
ene most important and vital mistake, in relation to
what constituted human guilt. The moral law was
generally applied as the civil law. not to the acts of
the spirit, but to the acts of the body. It was applied
to the external conduct of men, not to the internal
life. If there was confurmity to the letter of the law
in external manners, there was a fulfilment, in thecyes
of the Jew and the Gentile, of the highest claims that
God or man held upen the spirit. No matter how dark
or damning were the exergises of the soul ; if it only
Lept its sin in its own babitation, and did not develope
it in actien, the penalty of the law was not laid {o his
charge. The character of the spirit itzelf might be
criminal, and all its exercises of thought and teeling
seasul and selfibh, yet if it added hypocrisy to its
guilt, and maintained an outward conformity to the
law—a conformity itself produced by sclfishness, man
judged himself, and others adjudged him, guiltless.
Man could not, therefore, understand his awn guilt, as
o spiritual being, nor feel his condemned and lost con-
dition, until the requirements of the holy law were ap-
plied to the exercises of his soul.

Now. Jesus applied the Divine luw divecily to the
soul, and laid his obligations upcn the movements of
the will. aod the desivess He taught that all wrong
thoughts and feelings were acts of transgression
against God, and as such would be visited with the
penalty of the Divine law. Thus be made the law

* For the views of the different schaols of Grecian
and Ruman philosoply at this period, and the amount
of their indebtedaess to the Jewish Seriptures, see
Enfleld’s Hus, Phil,

consequent upon sin was fearful and everlasting
destruction. Wo say, then, what every one who has
followed these thouglits must perceive to be trae, that
the instruction of Jesus would, necessarily, produce in
the mind of every one that delieved, a conviction that
he was a guilty aud condemned creature, and that an
awful dooma awaited his soul, unless he received par-
don and spiritual deliverance.

Thus. then, by the instraction of Jesus Christ, show-
ing the spirituality and holiness of the divine law, and
applying it, with its infinite sanctions, to the exercises
ot the soul, that condition of mind was produced
which alone could prepare man to love a spiritual de-
liverer § aud there is no other way in which the soul
could have been prepared in accordance with truth and
the constitution of its own nature, to appreciaje the
spiritual mercies of God, and love him 33 a spiritual
Saviour.

The Law and the Truth being exhibited by Christ in
the manner adapted to produce the condition of soul
pre-requisite to the exercise of affection for spiritual
deliverance—now, as God was the author of the law,
and as be is the only proper object both of supreme
lave and obedience ; and, as mon tould not be happy
in obeyify the law without loving its author; it fol-
lows, that the thing now necessary, in order that man’s
affections might be fixed upon the proper object of love
and obedience, was, that the supreme God should, by
self-denying Kkindness. manifest spiritual mercy to
those who feit their spiritual wants, and thus draw to
Himself the love and worghip of mankiud. If any
other being should supply the need, that being would
receive the Jove; it was therefare necessary that God
anuseLr should do it, in order that the affection of be-
lievers might centre upon the proper object.

Rut, notice, that in order to the accomplishment of
thie end, without viclating the moral cuustitution of
tbe universe, if would be cssentinlly necessary that the
boliness of God’s law should be maintained. This




