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Ijeen -received. It ivoul i appear as if where-
ever the chilren of G'd liko the sons end
daughters of Job) assemble or dwell, Satan
in soîne formn or orlier, ivili corne from his
ivandcrings up and down iu the earth, to
interfère iih their religions, duties, and to
niar their spiritual joys..

INTEMI'ERANCE.

3Many of our Kirk Sessions feed that one
of the great Itindrances to the success of
the Gospel aud to the prosperityof Christ>s
Kingdoin, is rte sin of intemperance. Thtis
sin has boen one of the most powcrtul
antagoflists to :"x~spiritual irterests iu
cerry age since Noah cultivated the grape,
aud drank, too freely of ira iermented juice;
and tihe liglit and biesbings of our Christian.
civilizatlon do not secin to, lessen ira in-

flueceor o miigae is e iit interferes
with the Christian ministers at homne> aud
with the missionary's labour abroad. Itis
fonnd with its evii concomitants in eviery
city, r.on anîd rural district. Tiierc.is.not
a cougregation ivithin our bounda wvhieh
lias atot t0 bewail uts cvii inîfluence. Indul-
gence in titis sn steels the h2art against the
gracious influences of the Gospel, and un-
fts mon for salvation. "lThe drunkard
Bitat flot inlherit, the Kingdom of God."

WORLDLINESS.

The progress of religion ia greatly lin-
dered by wvor1dliuess. This siâ la not so
apparent in ira opposition, and not 50
dreaded or coudemned by men in general,
as the Sin Of intemnerance, yet jr is one of
tit Most dangerons focs ive have so contend
with. It blinds the minds of them who
belheve ilot, se that the lihh of the glonious
Gospel of Christ who la the image of God
dotsnor shineunrothlîm. Ir insituates its
poison int the nffections with the recorn-
iendatlon to resperrabiliîy whiehi it roceives

from the wvorld. It darkens the understand-
in-, sears the conscience wvarps the judg-
ment, leafis saints away fromn Christ and
pievents siniiers froin ever approaching
hhn. Perhaps more than any other sin it
hinders the progresa of Christ's Kingdom.
" He thar loveth the îvorld the love of the
Father la nor lu hlm." This hindranre to
the trurh la Dot confiucd t0 any congega-
tien, or communiry or elass. It shows
itsel lu every chas of soeiety and iB con-nected with ahinosit every cvii. -By long
indulgence in wvorldiuess alunera have be-
corne Ahalîs ivho for gain would destroy
the reputatin aud life of their feliows, aud

t rofessors of religion hsvc become like
entas. For the love of the world, they for-

she Christ aud Blis cause. Many people
who are nsrned Chrisriaus vilI nt exercise
the satcsclf deuiti fur ,Jcsus antd Ilis cause
whirlh they iill do for the possession and
good-will, of the ivorld.

LACIK 0F r-AMýILY TRiAINING. -

lu many of our congregations there is a
grievous iack of religions family train~ing.
Some parents are toc indolent to take any
interear lu the religlous instruction of their
-huldren, and others imagine that they have
pcrformed ail their duty wvhen tiiey permit
themn ro go the Sabbath, Sehool, and their
spiritual intercala are conîmitted te teachers
îvitli whom, perhaps they have very little
acquaintance. These eilîdren feeling the
chily influence of their parents negleet, are
apt to become iudifferent to religion; and
ivheu they corne to xnaturiry hiave no more
iippearance of piety than the children of
non-professors. They becorne like Samp-
son afrer ho rejected i s parents dedication
and was shorn. of bis locks. They become
weak as thec bildren of the world.

ELECTION STRIFES.

For thte past few ypars lu many of' our
congregarions religion lias snffered severely
la. consequence of a state of sinful commo-
tion by eleerion strifes, with ail îlîeir scam-
panyiug evils, sncb as bribery, drunkenneas,
alienation aniong neighbours, aud a spirit
of contention among professing Christians.
Pecople appear to thin k thaz d uring a poliri-
cal contest religyion should hoid lber peace,
the Chureh shouId be dumb, and poitical
partizans eontirolled only by political par.-
tizauship, may act as they please, aud reign
suprenie in the comnxunity. Many times
aud oft wvhen a political prarpose had to -ho
served, mnen like -lcrod aud Piae made
fiiendship over the death o? Jesus.

FALSE PLEASURE.

i some communities the religion, espec~îally of te young is greatly hindered b
having- too ready au accesa to te ba)l-rooni,
and the pleastrre party. Tie teudency of
sncb scenes as rhey wittiess il shee p14ces,
la to kcep theinin a frivolons state of miind.
" Tbey are living in pleasure, but they are
death while they live."

DESTITUTION.

Elot a few of our cougreg-ations are descd-
tute of a setiled pastorate. With the exc-

cepîlon of' an occasional probationer, or
Catechist, they have noue ilhat go in and
out among them, t0 break 10 them te
t'read of life. They have rno minister whoni
thty cithion-whose voice is familiar
to t en, to whom îhey can go for syrnpathy
in the hour of sorro-, for counsel -in the
hour of douhî, and for direction in the hour.
o? prosperity. The ordinances of religion
are Dot -egularly naiutaiued, and the
frienfis of Christ and of the Church are dis-

In some localities whore they 'have, a
settled rainister, the Presb.vtrian population
is so sparse, und the labours of -the 'pastor
arc scattered over suris a vat citent of'

i É'74. 219~t~# ~ume att~ ffate(~n ~erotb.


