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Let us now relleet that this lcgendarv evidence cannot be
thrown out of court. It must have weigit, %vith the world's; in-

telien Jury, for as the investigrator and siftcr of traditions goes
back into the clarknciiss, of antiquity, lie sces more plainly the
meaning of these fossils of thought-strata. Men may cati these
traditions the twaddle of the infant race, but that cannot crush
nor impeach their evidlence. They affirm, and xviii affirm tili
an incredulouts world is forced to admit that man saw the last
reinnants of the Earthi's Ring Systeni. This, we dlaim, xviii
be the last anci irrevocable verdict of the court now sitting on
this case. Tfle resuit of this verdict must be the overthrow of
loing-establishied opinions in aliiîost every lield of thoughit, but
the oid-schooi geolo gy wili be'one of its more liapiess victims.
For if mian saw the last falling remnants of an ïannular systeru,
the race lived for unknown centuries under a Jupiter-like can-
opy, and such canopies are ali-competent to make ail the xvarmer
ages the world ever saw, and their narne is legion. If they
ruade the warm agres, their polar fall muade ail the Ice
Ages. If they made these they were the most competent
world-xvreckers and strata-fôrrners of the whole geologic past.

We look back on the confines of Azoic time, then, and see
some adequate cause for the close of the Cambrian age. We
sec an oce-i has so chaingoed its wvaters as to nurse the rudinientai
forms of life. That oceanic change speaks of a vast addition
of ivater, and thus a polar doxvnfaii comes to view axvay back in
the mnidnight past. But this is flot ail. Even there we see the
xvreck of continents, xvhich an ice age is most competent to
effect, and a polar downfall is again affirnied. Froru that Urne
forward xve sce .a constant progression of ages, and vainly we
look for an adequate cause if xve stop the testimony of rings.
The bceans change again and again, and every change means
additions, and additions mean polar snoxvs and climatic change
and the glaciers' niarch. We see, toc, the climatic changes
and the ice-god's track. Not once, nor twice, but ail through
the ages. We ask the reader to find, if possible, a cause for
this march of ages, if we are to put the earth's rolling canopies
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