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lest English greyhound, Rex, T W Jackkon, Chat-
ham ; best St Rernard or Newfoundland dog, Nig,
I 1 Grafton, Toniu; best Scoteh tervier puppy, Dea-
con, Mis. B Wright, Sandwich; best toy terrier,
Jessie, Mrs J H Worcester, Detroit, Lest brace of
beagles, J N Dodge, Detroit.

Adaptability of the Yarions Breeds to Dif-
ferent Places amd Conditions.

Editor Cunadien DPoultry Reciew, . .o
Dean Sip:—
Permit me to offer a few 1 marks upon

the adaptability of the various Ureeds of domestic
fowls to different places and conditions, from the
standpoint of general utility.

It is amucing, and confusing also, to & person
who is searching for information on this point, tv
note the comflicting opinions expressed by corres
pendents in poultry papers, asto that variety which
excells in general uscefuluess.

In a bundle compused of old and new journals
betfore me, Iam informed that neatly cvery variety
is that happy comlination of uscful qualities, and
am just as cmphatically assuced that cachis total.y
wanting in them. . '

Now, sir, I am not willing to conclude or state
that the majority of these writers were not consci-
cntious, or that they were actuanted by any selfisl
motive in writing disparagingly of some of our
most beautiful and useful bivds, but that some of
them vere mistaken is evident, They were dis
appointed, doubtless, in some vaviety ; yet is it
that that variety is comparatively uscless, or that
they did not suit the conditions under which they
were kept, which was the cause of the disappoint-
ment.  The testimony of hundreds of brevders af
ford incontestible cvidence that the latter must be
the case.

As an example, let us suppose that a gentleman
of Toronto, altogether igncrant of farming, is ad-
vised by his friends, who are no less ignorant than
himself on this subjcct, to buy oxen with which to
till an improved farm that he has bought. Now,
if e follow the advice of his friends, he will not
be long in fluding out his mistake, and that horses
were what he needed: and from the annoyance
and delay, and expense to which he has been sub-
jected, would it be any wonder if he jumped to the
conclusion that oxen were only fit for the butcher
and nothing else. Yet let him take his horses
upon an unimproved farm in’ the backwoods to log
with and he will soon discover that he has made
zunother mistake.

Therefor: we may safely conclude that all the
kinds are not eqnally suitable to the same situa-
ations and conditions, and this is, in my opinion,
a mati, ¥ which needs most careful consideration
in the commencement.  Let a beginner card fully

inform himself of the habits of the birds he pur-
poses to keep, and consider whether they arte suit-

‘able to the place and the conditions under which [

he menns to place them. If not, he had better

look for some kind that is, for in most cases it is

casier to get a bird to suit the place than to make
the place to suit the bird.

Poultry might by divided into clusses according
to the activity of their nature, and thuse kinds that
are so tremendously active most undoubtedly re-
quire at least pavt of that activity to bring themto
perfection, and mamtain it after it has been de-
veloped.

For the same reason the red man of the prairies
has never submitted to slavery, but pined away
and died under that system which denied to him
the free and full use of his limbs, while the negro
has grown fat under it.

Therefore, to those who have unlimited range
for their birds, and who wish them to pick ap thdir
own Tiving, or a part of it. frum an arca of many
acres, and take care of themselves at the same
time, T would say, invest in any of the wide-awake
kinds, Games or Leghorns, &c., but if you have
previously bern led to sdmire the magnificent pro-
portions, and peaceful and quict disposition of the
Brahma or Cochin, and have invested in thom and
find they do not suit you, do not leap to the con-
clusion that they will suit no Pplace or person,

On the other hand, where the range is limited
to a small garden or yard—even a gaol yard—is it
naot reasonable that the fowl whose natural habits
most nearly correspond to these conditions is best
adapted to them, Now we see a place for “the
great. lazy, gawky Asiatics,” as a writer is pleased
to call them, Another writer says that « they must
be lifted upon their perch, and not unfrequently
fall off "—only another proof that they are unable
to fly over their fence into your neighbor's garden
or ficlds. But here again nature has not been at-
tended to.  If they did not desive to sit up on a
pole by the roof of the pen, why in the name of
common ser.se try to compel them to. I cannot
understand why they would not be as well sitting
on the floor. We find that our obscrving brother
of Waterloo has also noticed this trait of character
in them, and instead of setting about to revolution-
ize the laws of nature, quictly permits them to do
as nature prompts.

Another distinetive feature in the character of
Asiatics worthy of the most carcful attention of
those who purpose investing in them, is their ten-
deney to sit. Yet DLy fair comparison they are
found to lay about as many c¢ggs as many of the
more active varieties, with this difference, they
must be allowed to do it in winter when eggs are
25c, instead of 8 and 1lue. Tor this reason they
must be provided with good, warm winter quarters ;
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