" life-wo"k,

‘ she tended the srck end aged in the parish *
and by-and-bye ca.me the call’ to ‘her -noble
JIn the' year 1854 the: grewt War.

between England and Russra broke out

' and hearing—of the ternble sufferlngs of our'
‘ soldiers on. the battleﬁeld she resolved’ to
- leave t her beautn:ul bome o g0, abroad ‘and.

IUIEe ., them It . was a. bold unde'rtakmg,
tr.mght with great danger, but Florence
Nip,htmgale had consecrated herself to the

-good work, and so she bravely set. out for .

the Crimea, I cannot tell you now,. of all
her patient, self-sacrlﬁcing labors for the
'wounded soldiers.
through .the war with - true devotion; and
" when she returned to this country hor he-
roic services' were gratefully acknowledged
by the people of England from the Queen
downwards.

‘And, best of all, her sympathy and hefr
tenderness in caring for the sick and suffer-
ing caused greater attention to be given to
the work of nursing, which is now regarded,
and rightly, as one of the most noble and
honorable professmns in which women-can
engage. o .

‘Now, you know, Bertha, what ﬂrst led me

‘to do a little sick nursing for our-own poor.

neighbors.” Here Aunt Ruth paused..
‘Thank you, auntie, dear, for. your- true
story,’ said Bertha. - ‘I don’t -think I shall
‘ever forget what you have told me -about
good, kind Florence Nightingale; —.and

there's mother knookmg at the door" _

‘Chlldren s r‘nend !

What a Geogra’phy=.l300k Did.

It ‘must be very pleasant to live in Japan.
Shall I tell you why” Became the child. en
are 50 well-behaved.

- We know the J apanese Chl’dr\.n mus* taw
ovﬂ healts and the same temptatlons to. do
wrong which Enghsh children have, but S'tlll
we are told they are naturally more gentle
more obedient, and more easily controlled
than the young folks of some other count:ies.
And when we hear the accounts which mnis-
sionaries give of them we sigh and say— -

‘How nice to be a teacher or superin‘sn-
dent in a Japnese Sunday-school, or-to have

a group of such children round us at our. -

own fireside!’

But it-is only of late years, as perhaps
you know, that these little Japanese have
heard about the ‘Friend of-little children.’

Hardly forty years since the name of
" Jesus was utterly unknown amongst them.
The Empire of Japan dates back to a time
hundreds of years before our English history
begins, but all - that long time thé people
were what is called -Buddhists, and worship-
ped idols. Instead of the one true-God, théy
had eight'million idols! Their Emperor, too,
they almost worshipped, calling him ‘the
Sun of Heaven,” and on their national flag
depicted the sun rising out of space.

Once some Spanish Jesuits got a footing
in the island, but were driven away; and thig
was the notice henceforward posted up in
their streets

‘As long as the sun shall warm the earth,
let no Christian be so bold as to come to Ja-
pan. If the King of Spain himself were to
come, he should pay for it with his head.”

And so the notice remained for nearly
three hundred years. The men and women
and little children lived and died, and knew
nothing of the Lord Jesus Chrlst and of the
heaven wluch might ha.ve béen thexrs
through him. )

’ By-a.nd-by the Japanese woke up to the
) idea that they might perhaps improve them-

“selves by intercourse with o'her nations, ang

- by degrees they began to a_doot European'

T

She nursed them. all -

wa.ys and cra.ve for European ] nowledge. k Messenger oys say that

And about t.his time thero fell into the hands
ot & young Japanese. - a geography—book

......

sorely puzaled Th1 is w
the begmning ‘God’ created‘_
the ea.rth’ A sentence from the blb
-coursc, but he knew nothing a.bou
_and read it as.a b1t of, geography '

ey are dally a.sk-
ed: by ladles* it ‘they. will sign their own* or-
their)msba.nd’s names

fortunately" remembered ‘how. he had-drawn

’ ‘What does it mean” he asked ’Who is ameque the prevmus day, and’ where he bad

God?... . . .
None ot his tnends eould tell hlm, Afor
nobody knew .~
‘I will go to Amenca he sa.id
American book They will surely tell ne :
‘there!” . | R
But it wa.s not. ea.sy 1o g0, for a, g that time

by night, and in due time reached America,

There he asked the same question,. ‘but, alas!

the. so-called Christians were ongrossed in
busmess or pleasure aud oould g'we h1m 11t—

tle help. -

God led him at length to a renl Chnstian,
who dolighted to teach such an mquirmg
mind the truths of the gospel ,The_ young
Japanese recéived them into his heart and
made them his own, and after ten ycars went
back to his own country to tell to others the
treasure which. the geography-book had been
the means of making known to h1m
And now, if ‘we were to walk through the

—streets of the J apan%e clties, we should no here
. more rea.d the notice ‘the seet called Chris-

tians ‘is strictly. pl‘Ohlblted in Japan but

should ﬁnd full hberty everywhere to, teach, -~

preach, ,or read the blble, a.nd moreover,
could. count 4000 of. ‘the se ot,, called Chns
tlans in the- Emplre And we should ﬂnd
too the dea.r httle chlldren of whom

have spoken, learnrng and smgmg w1th great the Blble Soci ety"
dehght ‘Jesus Toves me,, and ‘There is a2 sa.rd

happy la.nd only, as they Would be in. .Ta
panese, we should only know our. old fnvor-
ites by the tune—'Child’s Compamon ’ .

On. Signing One’s Name.
“Do. tell the women, begged a lady of great
wealth the other day, ‘tell the women never

-1eft his: cheque-book ‘she made.one: out for
" the. merchant, .adding: )
“You do not know . how well Alonzo B.

"n; is an  Tompkins looked in my writing!’

. Tt is-needless to add that no time was los*
by the distracted young husband in recover-
ing that most innocently forged cnoque'—-

- nobody . was permittéd to leaye.the’ country . The Youth’s Compamon'
without: permlssxon At last he dtole away R

- Vxllage.
l\ol: very long ago I went toa colliery
vxllage to speak for the Bible Soc: 1ety ‘at the
annusal meoting.. “Just before- the meetmg
ooxnmenced some of :the collectors _brought
“in ‘their money One little girl, not look- .
ing very streng, brought -in fifteen shil-
lings.”  Surprised at the amount, I said,
‘Wherever did.you get all this money?’ She
replied, ‘I got a pin-card first . and got.that '
“full’ *Yes,’ I remarked, ‘I have_ that card.
with sixty. holes in: At, and that, of
course, means five shllhng:s ““Then;’:gaid.
My little visitor, .‘I-
and I got. that ha.lf full,!
‘thoxt s "here, 1007
seven and snpence -and" “you have fifteen
shillmge I want to know. how you got.the-
other seven and, sucpence’

‘Yes J I replied

‘was. the -reply. .- ‘Work!’
'don’t you go to school? ‘Yes; of
course I go to scheol; but I find time -to
work as well’ - ‘“Then,” I remarked, ‘you get
oo fun.’ ‘Oh, yes, I do, said my visitor,
smtlmg, T get’ plenty of time for fun.’

‘What do you work at, may I ask, and how
do you do it?” I do knitting,’ was the re-
ply; ‘I make mittens, and comforters, and
muffiers. for the colliers, -They know I just
buy the wool and put all there is over into

to sign a paper the contents of which they the Bible box, and they keep me going all

do not fully understand. In the sorrow and the year.’

excitément of a. certain hour, I put my name

‘ to a document.which . put my money and af-

fairs at the mercy of a money-changer for a
dozen years. Had I only told him that I

would think it over before sig: gning, 1 should they- would be very grateful for the help of .

have had feWer sleepless nlghts and fewer

grey hairs. :
band never tell me thls?'

Why did my ‘father or my hus- -

" ‘How old are yen? 1 asked.
‘Eleven was the answer.,
a.nything for' the Bible Society last year?
‘Yes, 1 got fourteén shillings last year.’ ‘I
am sure,’ I.said, ‘if our committee knew,

_such a. worker And though our commit-
tee may not- happen to know, your heavenly
PFather knows, and he will' be pleased to sce

To think over a paper, or at least, to read that you are doing all you can to let others

it carefully before signing!

This precedt pnow of his great love. May he bless you

should be taught every girl-and woman as rlehly in t.he ooming days"-—Engllsh Paper.-

the alphabet of business affairs. Man

things may be safely left her to’learn by ex-
perience, but mot this. .Too often it means
her gentle acquiescence in a man's “Sign

here,”. with a consequent adoption of ‘other .

persons’ obligations or the abrogation of.her
own perquxsxtes -and property.

A pexsons "signature; standing before the
law for one’s self, is ‘entitled to proper re-
spect; and how- to sign is scarcely less im-

\Taking Heea.

Did you ever watch people walking on icy
sidewalks? Those who walk carefully, watch-
ing their steps and holding at the fence
alongside, get safely over, but pretty soon
a hoy comes along who just knows he can .

rortnnt than what not to sign. ‘Everybody walk along safely without any help, and
should adopt and cling to a certam style of thinks it foolish to be so careful about & lit- -

autograph. ~ Women should ‘use their Chris-

tle ice, a.nd before he has time to think any—’

tian names, never their husbands and omit thmg more down he goes Did you ever. try
Mrs, or Miss as a prefix. A sxgnature should o be good without asking i esus to help you" .

never ‘be Teff carelessly on pxeces of blank

If you dig, I'm “"sure you did not succeed.

paper where unscrupulous ﬂSe might bé made There are 80 ma.ny slippery places that .m-'

of it, and it 'should ‘be' dlstxnctly Iegible :

less we hnve his help we will surely fall. Wo

A woman should learn also to respect th"e are in - greatost da.nger when we think we
su-:na.ture ‘of those of -even her nearest ‘kin,

-

‘are’ ‘gafe.— My Paper

receipt—books. o
. . ‘The New York "I‘rxbune \recently portrayed
- But ‘he, had not read fa1 before he got a pretty brlde mth 1o practical knowledge e
i e_ read Tn of k) cheque-book The dehverer of 2 choxce
e hoé:vens and mece of bric-a—brac had ‘insisted” on payment o
of “at the door..; The young ‘woman. explained . . -
o bible, . that-evening'to her husband that as-she had .

‘A thtle Worker in a Colliery‘ .

8ot a.no..her pm-ca.rd.;”

' ‘But. tha:t only ‘makes

‘Oh,<I..work. for - -

‘And did you do




