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bas the moral image (nature), but not the moral likeness
(flxed and perfected character) of God. God is a living
person, and bas a truc affinity to man. Hie possesses the char-
acteristics of a father, sustainingr the relation of a parent to
the human race. This is maintained by such Seriptures as
etHave Wve not ail one riather ?" "eOne God and riather of ail,>
««God the Fiather," <I'God and Fiather," "Our Fiather,» "'The
Father of spirits," apostolic benedictions, etc. By parity of
reasoning, man sustains a natural filial relation to God
whichi may be inferred froin passages already quoted, the
parable of the Prodigral Son, and many others. flere we
lind Divine fatherhood and Divine sonsbip cleprly revealed.
But we have reasoned that the son must be like the
father; every power and faculty of man's spirit bears some
aspect and trace of a likeness to God. But if the son is like
the father, we must infer that the father wvill be like the son,
lience the spiritual attributes of man are representations of the
eternal "'Us." In a modified sense it inight be said by the first
A.damn, .etie tliat bath seen me, bath seen the Father."

The common idea of fatherhood. is expressed by Candlish:
etThat the relation ivhichi God sustains to Rlis Eternal Son is

is only truc and proper Fatherbood, and that it is only by
their partakzing of that relation that ange1s and men become
the sons of God." That is, God is tbe maker and moral ruler
of the race, and only t'the Father of ail thern that believe."
That inan is by nature only a creature, and a subjeet of God, but
may becoine a child through regeneration. and adoption. In
reply to which we, would eall attention to the difference
between the sonship of Christ and the sonsliip of man. The
former -%vas eternally begotten of the Father by a nccessity of
Ris essential nature, wbile the latter wvas generated ini time, by
the Godhiead, at the will of the Father. Also, in Seripture
etchildren " and 't<sons " are neither co-ordinate nor synonymous
ternis. «'Clildren of God," -xa em<., expresses a natural and
actual relationship, and implies the genuine posterity, truc off-
sprint, Lec., physical children of God. Child, -w,&* ospecifies the
origin of life, and the characteristies or outivard manifestations
of thbat life. 'Sons of God,"' u-9: ocoû., is used, of the inward,
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