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land, which will, no doubt, appear in due course in the form of
a blue-book.

At 5 pm. we went for a row in the Glance and the Flash to
the coral reef, now illumined b, sh~ rays of the setting sun.
Who can describe these wonderful gardens of the deep, on which
we now gazed through ten and twenty fathoms of crystal water?
Who can enumerate or describe the strange creatures moving
about and darting hither and thither, amid the masses of :orai
forming their submarine home ? There were shells of rare shape,
brighter than if they had been polished by the hand of the most
skilful artist ; crabs of all sizes, scuttling and sidling along ; sea-
auemones, spreading their delicate feelers in search of prey; and
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many other kinds of zoophytes, crawling slowly over the reef;
and scarlet, blue, yellow, gold, violet, spotted, striped, and winged
fish, short, long, pointed, and blunt, of the most varied shapes,
were darting about like birds among the coral trees.

Sunday, December 3rd.—We walked through the shady streets
to the two covered market buildings, partitioned across with great
bunches of oranges, plantains, and many-coloured vegetables,
hung on strings. The gaily-attired, good-looking, flower-dec-
orated crowd, of some seven or eight hundred people, all chatting
and laughing, and some staring at us—but nct rudely—Ilooked
more like a chorus of opera-singers, dressed for their parts in
some grand spectacle, than ordinary market-going peasants.
Every vendor carried his stock-in-trade, however small the



