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P'LAN OF PR0P0SEDI TORONTO ISLAND RAILWAY B4RIDGES ACRoss xVESTERN CIIANEZL.

TORONTO ISPLAND RMILWAY.

Some of the advocates of the proposed Toronto
Island ciectric raiiway have ovcrlooked a question
wvhich the citizens, and more espccially those wvho are
interested in the shipping facilities of Toronito harbor,
xviii roon have to take into account-that is the ques-
tion ot deepening the canais of the Canadian xvaterway
system. TI'ie American conmmissioners of the Deep
Waterxvays Commission have aireadv reported, recoin-
nit-nding a cieepening of ail the canais and channeis of
the tipper lakes and St. Lawrence systeni to a
uniform depth Of 22 feet, and it is understood that
the Canadian cominissioners xvilI recomniend action
on the saine lines to the Canadian Governnient. If
this is done, iîow is Toronto to get her share of the
lake and oce.an traffic under the nexv conditions ? None
of the steamers of large draughit couId enter the western
gap of Toronto harbor, for last summer vesseis drawving
only nine feet of wvater buniped on the bcd rock xvhich
forms the bottom of the present channel. And the
wvorst of it is that this gap cannot be dccpened
except by removing this bed rock.

When Capt. Eads made his report on the Toronto
bzv and island in 1832, lie looked far enough ahead to
provide for the change that is now confronting the
shipping interests of Toronto. He reconimended a
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channel through the eaetern end of the island and the
construction of the western gap, not xvhere it is now,
but about i,4oo feet fromn the Qucen's wvharf, so that
the gap would iead directiy from the line of 15 feet
depth of water in the bay to Lake Ontario, xithout any
biasting xvhatever. Thie authorities took xvhat time
has shoxvn to be a short-si ghted view of the question,
and carried out oniy hal! o! Capt. Eads' recommenda.
tion by constructing the eastern channel. The western
gap xvas maintained as originaily fikcd, close to the
shore near the Qucen's wvharf, xvhere a depthi o! oniy
ten feet is availabie, and xvhere expensîve biasting xviii
have to be done for large vesseis, and even then it
xvould be subject to greater annual deposit o! silt. If
the proposed bridge for the isiand raiiway is put across
this present channel, wvith its towver of stone in the
iniddle of the waterway, it xviii be a further and serious
obstacle to vesselmen, as it xvili make the services of a
pilot or tu- necessary in niany cases.

Against the scheme of the island electric raiiway
in itself, xve can have nothing to say, but before it is
started its bearing on the impending changes in the
conditions of lake navigation had better be considered.
It shouid not be forgotten aiso that the object for wvhich
the isiand is consccrated to, the city is to bring its citi-
zens into contact xvith the lake and its !reslh summer
breezes, and transportation thither by water is the more
natural means, and xviii perhaps remain the most popu-
lar means, even after a raiiway over the channel is
buiit. The present fcxry service is, on the xvhcie, a
good one, but it miighit be improvcd greatly for the citi-
zens by an arrangement xvith the ferry company xvhere-
by regular trips should be made around the island, as
xveil as to it. A trip round the outsidc of the island
would be a vcry heaithful one, and the steamers couid
be alloxvcd to mun at fuil speed in that part o! the trip.

H. F. NELLPY, manager of the Northern Nait and WVire Co..
says the present Output iS 200 Iccgs pcr xveek: mare machincry is ta
bc put ini at once.
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