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THE OANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

think membership fees prevent many
from affilicting. They remove from
place to place and cannot stand the
oxponso of dimitling and affiliating
overy two, three, or five years, .We
know of many oases where not even
one affiliation fee could be paid
promptly, and as time passed all in-
torest in Masonry was lost. If no
offi iation fee had been requisite, the
brethren would have applied for
memnmbership, been elected, paid their
dues, and performed efficient fratar-
nal service. With such facts before
us, we advocate the abolition of
affiliation fees, and the frequent and
prompt collection of dues. We be-
liove that this and true fraternal con-
dact, will prove an efiu.iual remedy
for non-affiliation. 'We suggest that
Iodges be required to show in their
cnnual returns how faithfully they
bove discharged this duty, and that
neglect of it be made & subject of
discipline, and of deprivation of re-
presentation in Grand Lulge. Im
other words, that, instead of lashing
non-affiliatessomuch, we apply the rod
to the lodges that make them by
neglecting frequent and prompt col-
lection of dues. 'We Lelieve the re-
sults of such activn will be surpris-
ing.
NOT OMNIPOTENT,

Clear as tLe sun at meridian height
is the enunciation of the fact that
Grand Masters are not omnipotent,
but the subjects of constitutions and
laws, precisely as the humblest mem-
ber of the fraternity. The unanimity
of the Grand Easts on this topic is
remarkable.

HONOR.

The time has been when oraftsmen
preferred death to dishonor. Such
s not the fact now with many of the
fraternity, as they wilfully deceive,
cheat, wrong, and defraud their
brethren and others, and indulge in
degrading vices. They cannot plead
iznorance of masonic requirements,
o8 they have been duly instructed
therein. They have been charged,

repeatedly, to steadily persevere in
the praotice of every commendable
virtue, and to let no motive make-
them swerve from their duty, violate
their vows, or betray tbeir trust. In
the moet impressive manner, they
oft have been taugbt that fidelity is
to be inflexibly mainteined, even
unto death. They know that their
honor is pledged beyond recall in be-
half of their obedience to the tenets
and virtues of Freemesonry; that their
exemplary conduct is their only just
title to mesonic privileges and bene-
fits, and that their faithfulness is to
render them worthy of masonic con-
fidence, and yet they deliberately sin..
‘What must be thought of the pro-
fessions and characters of such
oraftsmen? What reliance can be
placed upon their honox? And what
credit does Freemasomry get from
their conduot ? Alas! none. Its
dignity.is not supported, but humbled
to the dust, by their acts. They are
counterfeit craftmen, or tares among
the wheat, or rotten ashlarsin the
walls, endangering the entire Temple.
Thank God, they are the minority,.
and the true, and good, and great,
are the majority. Yes, thank God
that the mass of the fraternity do
meaintain their masonic honor; do
inflexibly adhere to their masonic
vows, and do practice what they pro-
fess. To them integrity 18 in reality
a8 sacred as life, and they would
sooner die than betray their trust.
With such "rethren it is ever a plea-
sure to associn’e, as all their acts are
governed by the courtesy of love,
and their fidelity will stand the
severest tests.

o~

Never complain of the lack of ap-
preciation until you have done zome-
thing worthy of being appreciated..
You hold others to this rule, for you
will not trust and esteem them until
they have given you proof that they
are trustworthy. Remember your
self-conceit adds no imerit to your
charactor.



