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OUJR MONITRERI COSTIGAN~.W E ail rcmeniber jack Costigan, who, but fur the
clever tactirs of thc Major, îvauld have biert the
disrcputable father ini law of' Arthur Pendennis.

WVe have often scen "Cos" raisiiii bis shaking hand ta
cmpty his thirteenth glass of' whiskcy and watcr, and have
feit a kind of pity, miîîgled with aur contempt, for the
lIrc,'ktn down old soldier who wvas bis own worst enemiy

So Montreal, like ail large cities. has its Costigan-two
or three, perhaps-who hang% on ta thc skirts of the class lic
once belonged ta, and is humble or nmean enougli ta accept
a drink from anyone who will treat hlm.

Mr. jacks is an eldcrly mari with grcy hair and whiskers
and a red nase, wbo bas the shabby genteel appearance aof
onc baving seen better days. Indeed, Mr. jacks vas once
in a good position, and maniager of a tbriving institution,
but, witbout any active %, iccs, he hiad that failing of' being un-
able ta pronounce the smnall word " No," whicbi bas brouglit
bim down ta îvhat lit is.

How Mr. Jacks lives, is one of those nmysteries beyond
human intellect ta fatbomn. He mnay be sccn pacing thc
strects methodically during business hours, but though be

occasionally stops and converses
with this persan or that, ive neyer
heard of anc wbho emplayed him
in any capacmty, unless ta assist in
changing a dollar bill. His thread-
bare suit bas the orninaus look of
baving seen the inside of' a pawn-
shop, and tbough lie ivili wvag bis
head and Iaugb at a jake, the laugli
is boilow and belied by the tears
whicb issue froni bis glassy eyes-
tears of whiskey. Until latcly Mr*
jacks lbad a friend ta wbose office
he wauld betake birnsclf every day

about twa o'clock, walking witb a brisk step as tbaugb
bu bad a mast important mission ta perform in espect
of whicb there was no tinie ta be last. He liad also
a laok of joyfui anticipation on bis face, but sbould bis
friend by same accident Z ,dM~

ta watcb tbe change in
Mr. jacks as bue cm-
crgcd fram flic office.
The brisk wvalk liad
become a sloucbîng
drail, and in place of
the jayful anticipation,
a disappainted and
melancboly air i)revad- ~I
cd the entire man. He _

gazes discansoiateiy
round as tbougb uncer-

tain wherc to j;, anid, iiîi.iy lwtaving a biàgh, à1lký
away. Gkjierally, lower, thie frîIuad is ln, and tl-. two
will pracced to a canvcnicnt resort, %vliere Mr. jacks is
trcaied ta wbat has become bis sole c)jaymcuit in lifé.
lis fricnd bias left this spbcre and Mr. jacks grows
pathctic aver bis rnory, but, alas, bue is but a tippler and
it is the glass, flot ilie friend, which lie misses. lie hb
only one consolation for ceury trouble and wue you to ask
hin rit any or every bour of' th1. day îvhether lie world lîave
a glass ohf whiskey and water, lie would reply in the Enýigl:sli
for aId Costigatn's Irish, " Bedad 1 will, and that ina-
diate.' X'ou in Mantreai ail know Mr. jacks (or lus
counterpart> and should hold hini uip ta your sons a3 a
beacon and warning. Such a life can base but anc end,
and pour Mr. jacks may 'point a moral," though bhe would
neyer "adorn a tale."

Tj115 EDITOR'S FIhB.

w Eîliv fixed upon the word " fyl " for many reasns;
firstî t lias a double meaning and may 1-- takcn cither

ta represent the spike upan wbicli the Editor thrusl. contribu-
tions ta bie read over, and letters ta he answcercd, or be rnay
say it is bis weapon with which be " files"» away rit raugli
sentences ta i 'ake thecm sinooth anîd palatable ; sccondly ive
prefer the terni ta that of Drawer or Easy Chair because
apart from the latter ttua being iin use by a ivell known
magazine, no one ever iîeard of an Editor ivho liad a draiwer
îvbich lie used, îîor dîd an Editor ever sit upon other than
a very uricasy chair.

T lie Editor is confident that sanie vcry curious effusions
will find thîeir îway ta bis file at different tinies; an immense
amaunit ofh'"cliaff"IIwilbe hurled at bis devoted head, fram
wbich lie iilihave tc' seek .iiligently for the 1«twa grains of
îvheat " hidden therein, and probably wlien found they ivili
not be " worth the search." He anticipates bath indignant
anîd picading letters h'roai disappainted contributors, the
former of' wlîiclî lie can ahTord ta sinile at, but for the latter,
what Editor bas iiot feit the difficulty ofh' ardeniig bis lîcart
against those sad hatle episties, liping tliat 'ie will accept
the enclased verses written ta hîelp a sick sister or mother-
and oh " the pity of it " the lines are nat wortb the palier
upan which tbey are penîîed ? No, the Editor's File is nat
always ctàular; be lias ta «Ikeep a stihT upper ip " and re-
member the maxim, "'Fiat justilia, ruat coclum. " The
Editor however will be gl: d ta cansider contributions,
wticlî, îvitb the smali space at the pap)er's disposai must be
terse and ta flic point, and furtber be must pasitively de-
clint. ta receive either manuscript or visits at bis private
residence wherever thiat may be. In bis office be is Editor
but at borne he is but a mortal mari lable ta be overcome
by bis feelings, and give promises wbich ivili not have a
feather's weigbit wvhen be puts on lus office spectacles.

Our readers wili find aur taies and romances suited ta the
modern taste, ivhich bas, changed inater*,.hy frorn the taste
of even fhty years aga. The Editar was lately glancing aver
ane of' the novels of' the celebrated Charles Lever whose
vivid description or life ini the ibland, which he cails the
country oh' " punch, priests and patatocs," used ta delight


