FOR FARMERS AND STOCKMEN

Market Review and Forecast

Oftice of Farsisg,
Confederation Life Building,
Toronto, Jan. 29th, 1900.

General wholesale trade continues faiciy
Lrisk for this scason of the yesr, and the
tone of business continues in a thoroughly
healthy condition. A great many overdue
accounts are being paid, which is a good sign.
Remittances generally have beez more satis-
factory of late and, oa the whole, the com-
mercial outlook is bright. Mbjaey rates are
slightly easier and may continue so. Dis-
count rates rule steady at 6 to 7 per cent., as
to nature of the accouat.

Wheat.

The general tone of the wheat market has
improved considerably duricg the week, and
cables have shown firmer markets in the old
lacd, which have produced more activity on
this side. \Whether this improvement is to
continae and better prices prevail, is the
question many are asking. Those actively
cogaged in the wheat trade are scemingly as
much at sea as to the future as the farmer
who has a few hundred bushels to sell. The
somewhat ballisth natare of the leading
speculative markets last week was largely
dae to reports of coniiderable damge to the
groving crops io Soathemn Russia 20d France,
and also that the visible supply in Canada
aad the United States had only increased
about §0,000 over the week previous.
Receipts in theNorth-Western States contigue
light and farmers seem to be holding fast to
their supplies, with the result that in some
sections millers are crying urgently for wheat.
Thete has been more activity in Maaitoba
wheat at Fort William, 20d farther business
in spring wheat for export at Oatasio points,
at 643c. to 63c. f.o.b. cast of Toronto. The
matket here continnes dull and easy, with
«uotations at 63¢c. to Ggc. for 1ed and white
west and 635c. for spring wheat east, and goose
at 6Sic. to 69¢c. northand west. On Toronto
farmers’ market red and white briogs 69¢. to
69%c., spring &fe 6Sc. and goxse 69: per
bushel.

Cats and Barley.

Candian oats contious ia demand for ¢x-
port. There is 1epnried to bz quite a lot of
cats moving at Oatario pxints at about 26s.
hiph feeights. At Montreal the market is
sicady at aboat 29c.  Prices are steady here
at 263£¢c. east aad 3¢ to 26¢. west. On
Toroato farmers’ mazket oats bring j1c. per
bushel

Rarley keeps dull.  Quotatioas at Moatreal
are 473¢- to 45ic. for choice maltiog tarley.
Qaotations here are 35¢. to 39< for No. 2
went and 33c. to 36c. for feed barley. Oa
farmer’s market besley brings $1ic to 44c.

pet bashel
Peas and Corn.

The market for peas is stcady, with some
movemert at Ontasio polats on a hasis of
58c. to 33%c. high frapbts. The market
bere is steady at 55¢. to 35%c. cast and 3S¢.
west. On farmers” market here they bring
6oc. per bashel

Western feedess are still bayiag com freely.
Armerican cogn is quoted here at g4oc. to
423%c. as to quality, oa tracks, Teroznto.

Bran and fhocts.

Oatasio bran is selling ia car lots at AMont-
teal at $14.75 10 $:5 and broken lots at
$15.35 to $15.50 per ton, and sborts at $16
to $17. City mills bere sell bran at $315 and
shorts at $16 in car fots Lo.b. Toronto. At
points west of bere the quotations are $13 to
$13in car lots.

Eggs and Pouitry.

The egp market continzes sirong and active
and farmers who have 2 good supply of new-
taid eggs to dispose of will raap 2 rich re-
ward. At Moatraal prices are firm aod the
market hxs an spwand teadency.  Stocks are
being gradually redaced with large shipments

of held stock to Great Britain. New-laid epgs
are quoted a* 26 to 28c. in large lots at Mont-
real. The supply of new-laid eggs here has
been larges duting the weck and prices ate
21 to 23c. fue new-laid angd 17 to 182. for held
stock io large lots. On Toronto farmers’
market new-laid biing 25 to 3oc. per dozen.

The dressed peultry situation bas improved
duriog the week and stocks are being pretty
well cleared up at country points. A large
Ontatio sbiprr is re;~ted to have had to go
to the United States to fill his orders for diess-
ed chickens for the British market. Montreal
qaolations ase: Turkeys S4 to 9c.. chickens
have sold 3t 6 to 6ic. for young, but old fowls
and scalded steck are quoted at g to sc.,
geese sold at s to Gke., and ducks at 73 to
S3c. Choice fresh killed chickens have sold
at 8c.

Supplies here are not large with prices
more or less nominal. On Toronto farmers’
market tuckeys bring 11 to 13c. and geese S
to 9. per 'h. and ducks 75c. to S1, and
chickens 66 to S3c. per pair.

Potatoes.

Farmars® deliv-ries have been a little more
liberal cast.  Moiuscal quotatioas asc 42 to
to 43¢ in carlots.  The market here is dull
at 38 1o 40z, in car lots and on farmers’ mar:
ket 45 to 30:. per bag.

Apples.

‘I'kere have been large quantitics of apples
exporied daring the past few wecks owirg to
better advices from the other side, bat the
local markets are quiet. At Montreal good
sound stock is held at &frm prices, namely,
$3 10 $3.50 por bbl, and $2 to $=.23 for
scooad quality.  Quite a lot ol stocks are re-
ported to be held there with too much of
sccond quality. Oa Toronto farmers’ market
apples bring $1.50 to §; per bbl.

Hay and 8traw.

The geaenal hay market coatinues firm with
good buziness t?ontd at coantry points, east
at §7.30 f.a.b. for No. 2 quality. At Moa-
tzeal the quotations for baled hay are : No.1,
$10 t0 $10.30; No. 2, $S to €9, and clover,
$7.50 per ton in car lots.  Carlois of baled
hay are quoted hete at $5.50 to $9.30, and
$3.5010 853 for straw.  On Toronto farmers’
matket hay brings $10 to 8§12 : mixed, $9 to
$10; sheaf staw, $§7 to $8.350, and loose
straw, $3 to $5 per toa.

Beeds.

The scad market appears to be a little ddag
at Monteeal where quotations ate: Timothy
§1.30t0 $1.73, and red clover $3.30 to $3.35
pes baskel.  On Tozonto farmers’ masket 1ed
clover briags $4-735 0 835.30. alsike §5 t0 S7,
white clover §7t0 $S and timothy $1 to §$1.35
per

Chesse.

While the cheese market continges steady
the advasce in price that was expecied at the
tepianing of the year has not come yet.  De-
spte light stocks and a very goad zetail de-
mand in Great Britain, prices there do not
seem 1o make mach bexdway, prodably dee
to the determination of buyers oaly to order as
they require the gowxds. Prices oa this gide are
now 13%c per lb. more than they were a year
ago. There is an active demand reposted for
the cheaper quality of goods for export, but
as these are getting scarce bayers will kare to
pay better prces for finer quality. Prices rule
at abwat 513 to 12c for &nc quality, acd most
holders are asking the latter figare with some
fine Jots going cff on that bxsis.  The sitoa-
tion, howeves, is hopefal, and with light
slocks the pew season is likely to open up in
good shape and with an active demand.

Bu.ter.

While the market on this side remaias frm
and steady, with a focal demind equal to the

supply, the English market shows an casier
temfcncy. The 7rade Bulletrn's london
cable, January 25th, reads thus:

** The market remains «aiet, and prices are
on the easy side. The few lots of Canadian
now here are not of the finest, sales of which
were last reported at 98s. for best offerings.
Anythiog really choice would bring mote
money.

Asrivals of Austealasian have been liberal,
azd thess form the great bulk of foreign sup-

lies just now. Some American creamery
gas been sent back to New York.”

Receipts at Montreal have about doubled
during the week, yet they are il waoted for
the local trade.  The demand continues good,
and all des.rable lots are picked up at 22 to
22%c. and seconds at 21 to 21i{c. New
York market has declined 6)4c. during the
week, to 23!2 to 23¢, for finest cireamery.
This will make it uaprofitable for Canadian
shippess to ship 10 the other side, and may
have a tendency to increase supplies here and
produce an easier tendency. Thee are,
however, nc sigms of it yet. Dairy batter is
scarce and wanted at Montreal, with tales
reported at 18 to 20c. for Westera for good
to fine in tubs. The matket here continues
steady, and all receipts appear to be wanted.
Quotations for creamery are 21 to =3¢ for
tebs and 23 to 23c. for prints. Dairy tobs
are quoted at 18 to 20c. and dairy rolls at 19
to 20c in lagge lotis. On Toronto farmers’
market pound rolls briag 20 to 235¢. each,

Cattle.

Generally reports from outside markets
show the demand not as strong 23s usual,

thoagh really prime beef cattle are steady bat
scarce. The Chiczpo Drovers' Journal sums

up the situation as follows: ** The gezeral
demarnd for beef cattle was not strong from
any source, bat choice cattle, which were
scarce as uszal, were taken quizkly at strong
prices. Oar exceptional lot of 61 head sold
at §6.50. The great balk of the supply was
made up of medinm to pretty good cuttle,
which sold zather slowly and generzlly weak-
cr than Monday's average, bat fully as good
as yesterday. Exporters were not cxtensive
toyers, and comp:itition was still  less for
s'cets of inferior qzality.”’ Cable qootations
on Friday were steady. On Tozozto market
oa Friday receipts were light with fismer feel-
ing on that sccount.  The qaality of fat cattle
was only fair, with few exposters offered.
Choice picked lots of butchers' cattle raled
frm. Ocean vesszl space is still scarce and
qeite a lew cxporters are being fed longer
than they weald otherwise be on that acconsnt.
This scems lo have a depressing cfiect spen
the market for both export and bulchess’
cattle.

Expert Caitic.—Choice lots of these sold
at $3.60 10 §4.53, and lizht ones at Ss.25 to
$4.60 per cwt.  Heavy export balls sold at
$3 to §3.25, and light ones 2t $3 250 $3-30

cwt. Lozds of good baickers and ex-
pozters’ sold at $3.75 0 $3 percwt.

Kautikers Cattle.—Choice picked lots, eqzal
io quality to the best exporters, and weighicy
1000 to i11co ibs. cach, sold at §3.124 to
$4.40 per cwt.: pood cattleat $3.5010 $3.75 3
medicm, $3.235 to $5. 50, and inferics to com-
mon at $2.50t0 $3 per owt.

Feeders. —Few heavy fecders are coming
foeward, bat choice frll bred steers weighing
1030 to 3200 lbs. ate worth $3.50 to $3 per
cwi. Light steers weighing So0 to 930 each
are scarce, with prices Srm at $3.60 t0 $3.75
per owt,  Feeding balls bring S35 to $3.50
per owl.

Stockers.—Choice well-bred stockers are
Grm.  Yearliog sicers weighing 500 to 600

nds bsisg 8§35 to $3.50 per cwt., while
iaferior qualily of the same weight briog
only $2.25 to $2.75 per owl.

Milck Coxs.—There were about ten cows



