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A DEFINITION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS.

"ODsERvE on thé one hand, what Tithes aree and
their testimony, essence, application and reward.

i. Tithes are the one.tenth (as the name implies)
of a mari's yearly increase (as respects land, as of
old), or yearly income (as it suits better out modern
habits to call it), which God has reserved to Him-
self, and has appointed to be returned to Him.

2. Tithes are the recognition of God's lordship
over the earth as Creator, and of His providence in
the earth as the disposer of the events and the sus-
tainer of the creatures therein.

3. Tithes, then are a debt. Payment of the exact
amount is to be made unconditionally: this is a
trial of a man's honesty ; its being made is a token
of the fear of God being in his heart; and it en-
titles him to the praise of being, so far, a faithful
steward respecting that which was entrusted to him.

4. The Tithes of Christians are assigned by God
to Christ as his High.priest, to enable Him (as
Man making use of natural means) to provide for
the carrying on of His priestly work on earth.

5. Tithe.paying promotes an increase of that
faith in God's providence of which it is the fruit,
and which is confi:.ued by the continued gifts of his
bounty.

AND ON the 9ther hand observe what Offerings
are, their testimony, essence, applicationand reward.

x. Offerings are all that a man gives in any
shape to God, for his glory ard for the service of
men, out of his worldly goods, after having paid to
God the tithe thereof.

2. Offerings are the acknowledgment that God
is love. For we love Him because He loves us,
and this sets our hearts on desiring to exercise-
even towards Him-the natural expression of love,
the presenting of gifts.

3. Offerings are love-gifts. Their measure and
application are as a man wills; but their being
given cheerfully and liberally is a test of a man's
love to God; and the devout offerer may expect
the response of love, of which response the accept-
ance of the gifts is an assurance,-a sign of amity
bétween God and his creatuie.

4. The Offerings of Christians are assigned by
God to Jesus as the Elder Brother of Men, to en-
able Him (as Man making use of natural means)
to relieve the wants of all his poor brethren, to
bless the nations with rule, and to provide the.out-
ward things necessary-for the service of God's house.

5. Offering-making fosters an increase of that
faith in God's redeeming love of which it is a,fruit,
and which is strengthened.by the-responses of bis
love.

RETURNS BY PARISHES-DOMESTIC AND FOIREIGN MISSIONS.

DIOCESE OF NIAGARA.-From April the 1st, 1887, to March the 31st. 1888.
NoTE.-These returns were made by parishes, not by the different stations.

1-ARISItEs• INCU En~iTS. DOMESTIC. FOREIGN. JEWS'FUND TOTALS.
1887. 188 1887.

Acton ....................
Rockwood ..............

Ancaster ..................
Arthur...................

Alima ..............
West Luther ............

Barton....................
Glanford ................

Bullock's Corners..........
Rockton ................

Burlington ................
Caledonia ................

York.... ..............
Caistd-ville................

Varner ................
Cayuga ..................
Chi i Gawa ..... ...
Col cs..............

Bownlin Green ........
Bowes Station ..... .....

Dundas .........
Dunnville ........

Port Maitland ..........
South Cayuga............

Elora ....................
-Erin.......................

Hillsburgh ..............
Reading ................

Rev. A. G. E. Westmacott, Acton .......

Rev. Canon Osler, M. A., Toronto......
Rev. C. Elwin S. Radcliffe, Arthur.......

Rev. C. R. Lee, M. A. Hamilton........

Rev. W. Bevan, Greensville ............

Rev. Canon Bet, M. A., Burlingtoi......
Rev. Rural Dean Mellish, Caledonia......

Rev. A. B-ultbec, Cayuga...............
Rev. E. J. Fessenden, B. A ............
Rev. P. T. Mignot,.Bowling Green ......

Rev. E. A. Irving, Dundas .............
Rev. P. W. Snith, Dunnville.........

Rev. R. S. Locke, M. A,, Elora.........
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