
Tc Primaiy School in Chita.

is dippei and the writing bcgins. Tic
first y-book la; the " charactcrs "
printed <mn it in rcd inîk. Tiese the
pupfil traces rarcfully over. Whcnî lie
has haid a few weeks, or ionths, of
such practice as tlis, the teaiiîcer
writcs imn z cf, whch lie places
underneatli a page of his copoy biok.
The writinig liows ç quite plainly
tlirosugh the semi-transparent paper, 50
that its oudine is easily trared. Vhen
the boy's land grows stcady, and lie
cones to have sone coniand of his
pen, lie is allowed to write fron a
copiy as youngsters do in our srhools.
Somie or thîen, in the course of time,
Iearn to write very rapidly aind really
beautifully, for a page of Chinese
"clharacters " well writtcn, is by no
nicans ugly. But soie of the first
attempts arc friglitful to bclold, the
writing being much more intricate
than ours, and the blotting capabili-
tics of a Clincse pen being about
twice as great as those of a goose quill.
If the fingers arc slow or lunisy thcy
get many a rap on the knuckles fromu
the teacher's bamboo, for corporal
punishment has not gone out of date
yet in the " Flowery Kingdom." The
remainder of the afternoon is spent in
hicaring the pupils read the lessons
thcy have learned in the forenoon.
The lesson bas been committed to
memory, in fact, and can be read as
well without the book as with it. In-
deed no pupil is supposed to know
his lesson until he can repeat it word
for word. Thus the meniory is trained
.and developed. It is no uncommon
thing to meet with young men who,
years after leaving school, are able to
repeat page after page of the books
they had read. The other faculties of
the mind are, however, left almost en-
tirely without cultivation by this de-
fective, and, in many respects, absurd
system of education.

The school funds are raised entirely
by those who enploy the teacher. The
rate of the pupil varies with his attain-

mients and the reputation of the teach-
er. Tlhc ordinary rate is about two
dollars a ) Car for ci pupil, to begin
with, in addition to wlirb le preseis
the tearlier wiith about two pccks of
clcan rice per annumî, and a dollar in
"cash " for piocket noncy, to) buy
paper, pens, ink, tobacco, --nd othcr
luxuries. Tc average tcach"r will
carnu from, siyty tu ciglitv dollars a
ycar, cas.î, in addition to the rire and
other catables lie nay reccive as pre.
sents. A man uf liglh qualifications,
long experiecie, and good reputation,
may charge higher fes, and will, per-
liaps, have twice that incomc, out of
whiclh, very likcly, lie will have to
support himîsclf and fanily. No one
but a Uhinanian would bc equal to
such a task, but lie can manage it nice-
ly and pcrhaps have sorncthing over.

Anyone wlio supposes himsclf quali-
nied may coen a school, but if he is
ignorant or incompetnt- his carcer
will be short. He will be visited in
an informtal sort of way, by two or
thrcc of his neighbour tcachers, who
will succeed in asking lin so many
questions that lie cannot answer that
he will beconie thc Laughing-stock of
his school, and before long of the
community. Unless le is pretty "well
up, or can turn the tables on his visi-
tors, lie will have to move on and try
agamn, or abandon the urofession alto-
gether. By this urti. ue process the
incapables are kept pretty well weed-
ed out. Of course, the fewe- the
teache.s the more pupils they each
have, and that means more money and
more rice, and Chinese teachers are
human.

It is quite apparent that the educa-
tional system of China, though boary
with age, har ILached but a very im-
perfect development. How long it
may be before one arises among them
to do for their schools whiat a Ryerson
has done for the public schools of
Ontario, who knows? May it soon
be 1 There is much need.
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