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WN MANURING AND STJIPING OF
SEEDS.

The folowing very able article appeared
in a lato number of the Farmers' Cabinet.
But foi of the Canadian farmers are
prcpored to make rnany experiments,
especially those of a doubtful nature;
but the modes for preparing seeds, bore
described, arc withn tho reach of rnarry,
and may be practiced no doubt with great
advanttage. The mixtures iiiight be va-
ried to nuit the convenience of the expe-
rimenter, and others might be employed,
such as the phosphate, and sulphate of
lime, charcoal, guano, and many others
that thiiit be mentioned, and if this plan
was adopted by even a fow of our farm-
ers, most important results would ulti.
mately accrue to the cause of agricul-
tural improvement. There can scarcely
be a doubt but that the system of steeping
seed grain in some powerful stimulating
manure will, cre long, be pi acticed pretty
cenerally, for it is obvious that many
soils have been robbed of the true ele.

ients of production by injudicious culti
vation; and the cheapest way that thosc
substances can be restored to the soil, fb
the use of the crop is, by prcparing tli
secd with such solutions as may bc dcfi
cient iii the soil. Agricultural chemis
try most beautifuilly points out the neces
sity of supplying the ]and with such foo
as is found mn the crop when la a state o
perfect growth ; this can only b knowî
by analyzati'>n and practical experiment
The latter maic-thod of ascertaining the de
scription of manure, and tho amoun
-required for the various crops and fo
'differert soil, is the oo whiîch the pracW
cal farmer must employ in the pre! r
inoant state of agricultnral science. I
experimenting in agrieulture, it is th
wisest course to do so upon a small scal
and by thils nothod most important di

covcries may be mado without cntailing
loss. The discases and casualtica3 more
or less subject to the crops cultivated in
this country may almost wholly be pre-
ventcd, if those wio cultivate the soil
would consult their own interests by
sturying into "the why and the where-
fore" of the caues and cffects which in..
fluence their operations.

Another German pnmpllet on this svlIect has
lately appeared fioi the pen of a Mr. Vietor, an
apothecary at Neideiholm, in Hesse Darmstadt
under the title of - The lManuring of seeds, or a
simple and cheap cultivation of the soil by the ar-
tilicial manuing of seed, by which, at the eanme
tine,the rust and other diseases of the corn-crops
dre prev:entçed, practically tricd for &ve years, and
proved on a large scale." By C. L. Vietor.
This author dcscribes his mcethods, and is so far
more worthy of the attention of the practical nan.
Before dt tailir-g these inetiods, however, I shall
inrert a few of his prelininary observations.

As the principle upon which the manuring cl
the seeds ought to be preferred to that of the soil
he rernark " that the manure can never be £o
equafly distributed throuk'i the poil that the due
proportio: food shall be given to each seed or
plant; and that, besides, before the plant cormes
to require it, much of the organic matter of the
manure has become decomposed and lost, and
that even ihe inorganie matter is fiable to assume

- forms of combiration, in which it can with diffi-
cultv be made available to the nourishmnent of the
growing itt-,tt.>'

These anages, he says, may be avoided
r hy manuring the seeds themselves which ve wiel

eto grow, while, at the sane time, the followirg
advantages viil attend the aeption of this me-

Sthed :
"1. The same crop rnay be repeated on the

sane soil, though already exhausted, or even i
- any usually unfruitful soil.

S "2. We can maanure the seeds with those spe-
eiI substances only which it is not likely to find

I in the soil, or of which it has.been exhausted by
n previous crops.»

This is an advantage which is posessed by ail
- saline and mineral nianures, cnd is one of those
. benefits which will appear more clearly and strik-

ingly io the practical màian as he becomes more
t famiriar with the natural vanms of the creps heý
r wiches to raise, and wùh the kind of substances

.vhich are, pr<sent in h.i ils and in the manures,
as hia-w yard manure, whkh lie usually em-

.t ploys in preparing them for the seed.
"3. As tl-e rotation of ernps is rendered nece-

-sury chiefly by the abstraction ofsaine substan-
e ces from the soil, it may be renderedi unnecessary

by adding again these substances, in such a voy
as tobe within the reach of the seeds only. T sn,

s-by steeping te seeds alammenlac,and drying
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