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"N MANURING AND STEEFPING OF
SEEDS.
The {olowing very able article appeared
in a lato pumber of the Farmers® Cabinel.
Rut fow of the Canodian farmers ere
prepored to make many experiments,
espeeially those of a doubtful nature;
but the modes for preparing secds, here
deseribed, arc within the reach of many,
and may he practiced no doubt with great
adventoge. The mixtures might be va-
ried to puit the ccnvenience of the expe-
rimenter, and others might be employed,
~uch as the phosphate, and sulphate of
lime, chareoal, guano, and many others
thet might be mentioned, and if this plan
was adopted by even a few of our farm-
ers, most important rezults would ulti-
mately acerue to the cause of agricul-
tural improvement. There can scarcely
be a doubt but that the system of steeping
seed grain in some powerful stimulating
manure will, cre long, be praciiced pretty
generally, for it is obvious that many
soils have been robbad of the true ele-
raents of production by injudicious enlti-
vation 3 and the cheepest way that those
substances can be restored to the soil, for
the use of the crop is, by preparing the
secd with such solutions as roay be defi-
cient in the soil.  Agriculturcl chernis-

tey taost beautifully points out the neces-

sity of supplying the land with such foed

*as is found in the crop when in 2 state of

perfect growth ; this can only be known |
by anclyzation and practical experirnent.

The latter method of ascertainiag the de-
scription of maonure, and tho amwount]

.required for the varions crops and for

" infant stete of ageicultaral science.

-Jifferent soils, is the one which the pracii-

cal farrner miust employ in the present
In

_experimenting in agricultare, it is the

“wisest course to do so upon a smallscale,

coveries may be mado without entailing
loss. The discases and casualtics more
or less subject to the crops cultivated in
this country may almost wholly be pre-
vented, if those who cullivate the soil
wonld consult their own interests by
studying into ¢ the why ond the where-
fore®? of the causes and cifects which in-
fluence their operations.

Another German pamphlet on this suljest has
lately appearcd from the pen of a Mr. Vietor, an
apothecary at Neideiholm, in Hesse Darmstadt,
under the title of ¢ ‘I'he Manuring of Seeds, ora
simple and cheap cultivation of the soil by the ar-
tificial roanming of sced, by which, at the eame
time, the rust and other diseases of the com-crops
are prevenied, practically tried for five years, and
proved on a large scale” By €. L. Vietor.
"This author dcseribes his methods, and s fo far
more worthy of the attention of the practical man.
Before detailirg these metliods, however, Ishall
infert a few of his preliminary observations.

As the principle upon which the manuring et
ihe seeds ought to be preferred to that of the coil.
he remarks ¢ that the manure can never be €o
equally distributed throug’ the eoil that the e
proportion  food shall be given to each seed or
plant; and that, besides, before the plant corces
to require it, much of the orzanic matter of the
manure hss become decomposed znd lost, and
that even the inorganic matter is liable to assurse
forms of combination, in which it can with diffi-
culty be mude available to the ncurishment of the
growing plant”

These disadvantages, he gays, may be avoided
hy manursing the sceds themeelves which we wish
to grow, while, at the same time, the following
advantages will attend the adgption of this 1ae-
thed :

«“ 1, The sata® crop may be repeated on the
sarae £ojl, thonp!) alveady exharsted, or even in
any usually unfruitful soil.

« 2 We can manure the seeds with those spe-
¢ial substances only which it is not likely to find
in the soil, or of which it hasbeen exhausted Ly
previous crops.”

T'his is an advantage which is possessed by all
saline and mineral manurez, cnd is one of those
benefits which will appear more clearly and strik-
inaly o the practical man as he becomes more
faroilicr with the natarel wants of the erops he
wiekes to raise, and with the kind of substances
which ave present in hiescils and in the manuores,
sach a0 famw yard manuse, which he ususily em-
ploys in preparicg them for the seed.

« 8, Asthe rottion of cropsisrendered neces-
sury chiefly by the abstraction of saline substan-
ceq from the xoil, it may be rendered unnecessary
by odding again these substances, in such a wey

and by this ncthod most important dis-

as to be within the reach of the seedsonly. Thus.
by steeping the seeds in ealammeniae, and drying



