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world, it would take cne month at least to send out
any letter requisitioning materials.” Mr. Rathbone
himself left Omenica on the 24th June and arrived at
Quesnelle on the 4th July, where there is telegraphic
communication with the outside world.

It appears to us that in dealing with the questions
oi transportation, labour and supplies Mr. Rathbone
has carefuily refrained from alluding to the fact that
very considerable development work preparatory to
hydraulic mining, have bcen proceeding for some
time in Omenica for which undertaking men, sup-
plies and machinery, notwithstanding Mr. Rathbone’s
‘“ insurmountable difficulties,” have been transported
to Omenica over what he describes as a “hardly dis-
cernable path cut through the virgin forest, strewn
with fallen timber, and used only by a few desultory
prospectors.”’

Enough has perhaps been said on this point, and
we shall now pass on to the important portion of
what he is pleased to call his “detailed” report dealing
with his description, examination and valuation of
the ground itself. It seems to us to be an extraordin-
ary achievement to write a “detailed” descripticn an |
report of such extensive properties within the space
of half a foolscap page of typewritten matter, and in
order that our rcaders may know what AMr. Rath-
bone’s idea of a “detailed” report is we propose to
produce it in cxtenso :

“The claims which were under offer to you are
situated. as 1 have already stated, on Manson (reek.
T.ost Creek and Germansen Creek. and 1 carefully ‘n-
spected all of them, devoting particular attention to
those points where it was possible to examine any
proper scction of the beds. As, however, no pre-
paratory work has been done in this way—that is, in
making proper sections and tunnels to admit of a
thorough examination—I was only able to take cer-
tain points. I, however, managed to make very care-
ful panning at several points from the very bottom to
the top of the gravel-beds, taking every few feet, and
from a very large numbcer of pannings taken in this
way I found that there can, unfortunately, be no
doubt that the gold is only to be found in very limited
areas, usually in a bed two or three feet in thickness,
the gravel lving above and below, being as a rule
absolutely barren. In this bed T found that when it
was worked together with the overlying and under-
lving gravel—from which, of course, it could not be
separated—it would not average in most cases more
than five cents per cubic yard, and frequently it would
be much less. Now, as the cost of working in th's
district would be fully as much as it is in the Cariboo.
where it is proved under far more favourable condi-
tions to cost fully ten cents to the cubic vard, it is at
once evident that these gravels are not ncarly rich
enough to pav even working expenses.”

If this is a “detailed” report we may, we think, be
pardoned for not discovering the details. Here are
seventeen claims, cach having an area of cighty acres
and situated on three separate creeks at distances
apart of from eight to ten miles, and the claims them-
sclves in different localities on these crecks. Yet,
Mr. Rathbone tells his emplovers that in a stay of a
little more than a weck he had “carefudly inspected all
of them.” Tt will be noted, however. that he refers to
ncene of the properties by name: that no plan accom-
panies the report showing where the pannings were
taken: and that there is no record of any kind of the
number of pannings made or of the results per pan.
Furthermore, we leave it to any hydraulic miner or

engineer to sav whether property of this character
can be properly exploited by means of a pan only.
Mr. Rathbone’s explanation that he did not sink test-
pits and take other measures to examine the ground
because this preparatory work had not been per-
fermed by the vendors, appears to us to be to the
last degrec absurd, and we should like to ask him
if were this the usual practice, what precaution would
he takc”agamst the possibility of the mine being
salted?”  Meanwhile, the following extracts from
letters referring to the manner in which Mr. Rath-
130116 conducted his examination are of interest: The
h.rst is from Mr. I'red W. Valleau, the Gold Commis-
sioner of the Omenica district, and written with the
approval of the Minister of Mines. Mr. Valleau
writes:

I have read carefully Mr. Rathbone's report and I must
say that T am very much surprised that a man having held the
position he has could possible write a report so much at
variance with what is so well known of the country and the
ground in question. Having spent the greater part of the
lest four years in the Omenica myseli, and having travelled.
spring, summer and winter, over the same route as Mt
Rathbone took, I cannot allow his statement that the trail
irom Quesnelle to Manson is such a very rough one...... to
pass  without contradiction. .. ... Mr. Rathbone arrived at
Manson on Sunday, June 12th, and a couple of days aftef
began his work of inspection. Now, I note in his report he
says he was “"cngugcd in making a careful examination ©
the properties”™ on the Manson and Germanson Crecks unt!
the 24th of June, when he left the district to return to Eng-
lind. Taking into consideration that the property under ex
amination is situate upon three creeks, that these crecks are
‘istant onc from the other over eight miles, and the claim?®
comprise an area of something over 1.300 acres, the tim¢
spent upon them. no matter how well it may have been ent
ployed, is. in my opinion, too short to enable any one tO
cither recommend for purchase or condemn any property:
and especially to condemn a whole district. The system Of
tests made by Mr. Rathbene was done by panning. N
shafts were sunk. or cuts run in upon any portion of the
grcund, and in one particular point the ground sampled wis
a slide of gravel, where the samples taken were simply wha
had slid irom the top of the bank at “grass roots.”

The next letter is from Mr. Jarvett T. Richards. of
Santa Darbara, California. President of the St. An-
thony’s Exploration Company, Limited, which has
since purchased the properties Mr. Rathbone con-
demns. We take the following excerpt :

We hope 1o be in possession of the property formally by
the 18th of January. Mr. Thompson's (the company's ef”
gineer) report to us showed that he had made a thorough
examination in_company with Mr. More. of the Germans®"
and Manson Creeks, taking into consideration the drifts
made and other work done by parties who worked the sh?
low diggings twenty-five years ago. and also prospecting an¢
panning the river beds and benches himseli, Upon this €X]
amination he presented us such a showing as to arca and
richness of gravel. and comparatively limited expense ©
plant and current working that we determined to make the
purchase irom the Omenica company. believing that in =0
doing we sccured property that will vield us sufficient f
satisfy orr idcas of profit. The property is bought and a¢
quired bv us as an investment to be worked by us, a clo*
corporation, as an income yielding investment, and it is 7¢
for sale. Mr. Thompson is a practical and conservative ma
and he and all of vse felt that we were acquiring a property
sufficiently valuable for our purposes when we decided to 8¢
quire the Omenica holdings.

A third Tetter is from a well-known practical minef
Mr. Jack Kavanaugh. who owns and works claims ’,5
Omenica district. This we publish for what it !

worth :
I met Mr. Rathbone at Manson Creek. Omenica Distfi‘:t)'
on the 16th of June, 188..... " After a short talk T came t_

realize that he was not a man who wanted to talls to a co™
mon miner. but T watched to see what he would do. Herﬁ
Mr. Kavanauch exnresses his opinion too freely and his "er
marks are omitted for obvious  reasons. 0



