
PREFACE.

rmis littie txok mnales no pretention to literary merit. Indeed

ir it will flot require a critic of mlucli acuteness or experience
eteet within its pages many defects of style and diction. I

b, however, that no reader will feel disposed to censure me
any literary blemishes hie mnay discover, when he rernembers

ini my youth children lacked the advantages available to-day

ugh our common school system, and that, as a rule, the schools
iy boyhood's time were ini charge of teachers who, in country

-icts at least, were pai4 the most meagre pittance for salary,

were compelled to " board round," living, a week or so in
witIh each f amily sending pupils to the school. I have to

ess, regretfully, that the small scholastic knQwledge I possess,


