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AMERICAN CRITICISM.

For fear that our readers might think
¢hat we were partial in what we have said
with respect to the merits of the dispute
between Great Britain and the United
States &specting jurisdiction over the
waters of Behring’s Sea; we will quote
what intelligent and patriotic Americans
say about the claims which their Govern-
ment is making. The Oregonian, which
1s Republican in politics, does not allow
its national partialities to blind it to the
weakness and the unreasonableness of the
contention of the Bnited States minister.
In an article headed *‘ An Hereditary
Diplomat,” the Oregonian says :

-« But the mast conspicuous proof of
Salisbury’s ability is found in the: fact
that thus far he has the better of Secre-
tary Blaine, who, in the Behring Sea
negotiation, has planted himself upon. a
position that is likely to prove utterly
untenable.  Blaine contends th-t ‘as
Behring Sea was » closed sea prior to
our purchase of Al ska, we acquired with
the territory the maritime rights of Rus-
sia over that waterway. ~This position
lacks historical foundation, snd is at
variance with international law and
usage. Lord Salisbury is so confident in
his positivn that he offera to’ submit it 1o
arbitration, but Mr. Blaine refuses, be-
<ause he knows that no  tribunal would
sustain him in his position. _ There is no
internati nal tribunal worthy of respect
that would sustain Mr. Blaine’s position
for a mument, -and therefure  his réfusal
to arbitrate is a confession of a bad case,
and pl ces our Government in A most un-
fortunate position. ~ We are-not-able to
make war, ard yet we refuse to arbitrate
a claim we dare not vindicate by Yhe
sword.”

No British Columbian or other British
subject would care to use stronger lan-
guage than this. If hedid, we are afraid
that many Americans would condemn it
a3 inspired by national jealousy and an-
tipathy. 3

The Oregonian, we see, places very
little ‘dependence on the statements
made by the American Government and
its agents respecting the decrease of the
seals in Behring’s Sea and the waters ad-
jacent thereto. OQur Portland contempor-
ary takes strong “ground on this poiunt,
also. " It continues : A

#‘Mr.. Bleine has also failed to satsfy
Lord Salisbury that the seals in the
waters of Behring’s Sea are rapidly being
exterminate%by reckl ss. and indiscrim-
inateslaughter. The official records of the
United States treasury show that in 1888,
Special Agent Tingley reported that seal
life was not being depleted, but exceeded
his estimates of 1887, which placed the
vumber.of sealsat 6,000,000 to 7;000,000.
in February last the old company, which
had held the privilege for twenty years,
was ‘willing to pay an advanced price for
the renewal of the privilege. . The Can-
adian. sealers came in with their usual
-oatch this yvar and better, and deny the
-diminution of the seals. © The slaughter
of the seals since last-February must have
been enormous, and beyond reasonable
belief, and until the dispute is cleared up
by further and more conclusive evidence,
Lord Salisbury is justified in refusing to
act'on Mr. Blaine’s assumption by order-
ing English vessels vut of Behring's Sea
or consenting to-a close neason.”

The testimony of a Puget Sound jour-
val on this subject is peculiarly valuable,
It is published where the sealing is car-
ried on, and those connected with it
naturally know a great deal more abou-
the fur seal and the sealers than the
journalists—or the politicians, for that
matter—of the Eastern part of the conti-
nent.

The New York Herald hasalso a word |
to say about Mr. Blaine’s refusal to refer
the question to  arbitration. Its stric-
tures are quite as severe as these .of its
western contemporary, and are much to
the same effecct. Here they are:

“The offer to arbitrate has been made.
Why bave we rejected it so tartly? Is
Mr. Hrrison afraid that we shall not get
fair play, or does he insist on maki g de-
mands which ne court ‘of arbitration
would concede, because they are contrary
to the facts and the law? ~ ~

‘‘If we only wantsquare justice there is
no reason to suppose that arbitrators
would refuse it. If, however, Mr. Har-
rison and Mr. Blaine know that they oc-
cupy unten sble ground, and refuse arbi-
tration for that reason, ghe subject as-
sumes a serious aspect.

. ‘*And if they propose to maintain a po-
siticn upon which they don’t care to ask
the judgment of learned * arbitrators by
sending gunboats into northern waters at
any cost to- the peace of /this country,
that also is a serious matter.”

L

We have again to remind our readers

that these are the criticisms of a United
States citizen who, it is more than likely,
18 as iutensely American and quite as
patriotic as Mr, Blaine himself. We see
no answer to these arguments except
this: ¢ We have claimed sovereignty
over the waters of Behring’s Sea, and,
right or wrong, we mean to do our best
to enforce the claim.” We have a very
strong suspicion that thig is how many of
the men who support Mr. Harrison’s ad-
ministration read Mr. Blaine’s letters,
and this is the meaning which their
‘:Flfcl‘ wishes them to convey.
J~The Herald also takes the right view
' the part which Great Britain has taken
1 this controversy.” It says:

“As a matter of right, England will

U0t concede our exclusive claim to the
e‘mxls when found far out at sea, because
“¢ourselves have made precedents the
other way.

‘*As a matter of courtesy, and on the
sround of international comity, she has
1S yet shown no unwillingness to grant

]

every fair reguest. The arbitrators could,
therefore, reach a definite ¢ nclusion and
amicably settle this muddle in a mighty
short time.” ¢

the United States
pursuing
fur seal . question, which these two
organs of public opinion have expressed,
are, no doubt, the same as those held by
hundreds of thiousunds 'of
American ci.izens.
ministration knows this, and so does the’|in a blinding snow-storm.
Republican majority in Congress. It is
not likely that knowing ' this Mr. Blaine
and his : colleagués will proceed to ex-
tremities.
certain quarters by twisting the tail of
the British lion will, perhaps, be excused,
but to incur the hostility of a powerful |1
nation, by insisting on aclaim which all

reformed paupers and thieves to the colo-
nies is not received with enthusiasm in
any of the grea' colonies.
not want sccessions to' its population,
compused of men and women:who are
not adapted either by constitution: or
training to do the rough work required
of settlersin a new country.
settler should ‘possess ‘both budily and
mental vigor.
self-reliant and have adaptability ana

de passably good work in: an’altogether
new oecupu.tjon. gl v

the farm, will be able to begin life again
as independent settlers in a new country
to till the scil and grow grain and fruits
and wine, let the svil be ever so fertile or
the sun ever so genial for, as -the Argus
says in another part of the article, “‘the
truth is that independence is difficult.”

The opmions on the course which
Government is
to ~ this

with  respect

intelligent

To make a_little capital in

We are not sure that Mr. Blaine

CONVERTS A8 COLONISTS.

Geneml Booth’s proposal to send his

Canada does

The new
He must of necessity be

some fertility of resource. The man ywho
has all his life had his thinking done for
him and who has be:n employed in some
department of labor that gave mo scope
for his ingenuity, will find himself ‘sadly
out of place in a position in which it will
be necessary for him to be from the very
first, and particularly at the first, a jack-
of-all-trades. He must bs ‘able te turn
his hand to a score of things, which he
did not even attemgt-in his old world
life; and, being his own master, his mind
will have to be as active, as nimble and
as versatile as his hands. The peculiarity
of the native Canadian or of the Ameri-
can is, that he can with ease change his
occupation, - ‘If one kind of work is 'not
to be had or does not suit. him he very
soon tries another, and. it is really sur-
prising how short a time it takes him to

General Booth’s colonists will not
possess this versatility, neither will many
of them have formed the habit of self-
reliance aund acquired the cheerful
courage  which &re 'mecessary to
enable men to surmount the diffi-
cultiés  which the 'settler in a' new
country is sure to meet. ' Vice and ex-
treme poverty lower the tone both of
hody and mind, and even if tendencies to
evil are eradicated the reformed and re-
generated depizen of Darkest England
will not-be likely to succeed in a new
country as an isolated settler, and it does
not seem to us that Canads, at any rate,
would care to have colonies or settle-
ments composed exclusively of Salvation
Army converts.

‘We find that in Australia the same
feeling prevails. ¥t is~believed that the
men and women who are to be reclaimed
by the moral machinery invented by Gen-
eral Booth are not exactly the material
out of which successful colon'sts can be’
made. This 1s what the Melbourne Argus
says about the General’s emigration
scheme :

We assume, of course, thac the ** Gen-
eral” will take the obvious precaution,
before despatching a single shipload of
emigrants, to ask what class of labor is
required in the celonies, and to send out
only those applicants who will be able to
make their own way. In Victoria, fir
instance, there is plenty of space for a
considegable portion of the overcrowded
population of Great Britain; but we have
certainly no’ room for paupers, und the
labor market is not large enough to
absorb shipload “after shipliad of new-
comers, if they land with the intention of
making a livelihood as wage-earners in |
the cities. We require people who will
settle on the land and till the soil and
grow the grain and fruits and wine that
under this genial sun ought to make the
products of Australia famous over the
whole earth. Every man who sets his
foot on our shores with this intention in
his-mind, who is willing to make use of
the natural advantages of the country,
who is ready to work pard and uncom-
plainingly in’ increasing the productive-
ness of the colony, is-a -useful and valu-
able citizen. And before ‘‘General”
Booth sends any emigrauts to this part of
the world, it should be his duty to see
that work in the rural dis'ricts, or small
holdings. of lawmd, will be provided for
them on their arrival. Otherwise the
scheme will be unworkable, and the un-
fortunate emigrauts will fare badly for
themselves. i

It is hardly to be expected that a very
large percen'age of the General’s converts,
even after they bave passed the reguired
period of probation in workshop aud on

sugar.

the schools,’it is learned that ths att
ance has been materially inoreased since the
Christmas holidays.

WEATHER CONTRASTED.

The contrast betweon the weather on

this Pacitic coast and that.of countries in
the same parallel of latitude on the other
side of ‘the Rocky Mountams is’ most
striking. On the Bth of last month, when
the fl wers wete'blooming in our gardens
and theair could hardly be said "to be}.
even chilly, a man and his wife near
Charlottetown; P. E. I., endured the
Mr. Harrison's “Ad- | most dreadful sufferings wandering about

The  poor

woman perished before help came,
and the than was ‘in_such a state that it
would have been better for him if he had
died too.
weather has been very ¢old, the 'mercury
in the thermometer heing a long way be-

In-Montreal we read that the

ow zero, when here it was in the forties.

The weather has been somewhat milder
intelligent Americans know to be‘unteu- | in Toronto, hat further w.st the cold has
able will brifig upon the Government
and the whole party: to wh ch /its ‘mem- |i
bers belong sure and speedy condemna-
tion.
has not made a great many more enemies
than friends in his own country by what
he has already written and done on this
Behring’s Sea question.

begn very severe. Even' in Eurupe the

nhabitants of countries tha®are supposed

to be favored with . a  much more genial]
climate - than any part of ‘Canada can

boast of have suffered from the inclemency
of the weather.
Columbian shivers.
to such bitter cold. On the last day of
the old year the mercury stoud at ten de-
grees above zero.
.| was as high as 46°, and during the very
coldest part of the night it was\only 38°.

Even in Italy the weather was. raw” and
cold aud the railways to Bucharest, a
Vienna dispatch says, were blocked with
snow and the weather was intensely cold.

A snow sturm was raging at Queenstown,

and so violent was the wind that oceam
steamers could not land their mails.

When we read these accounts and con-
trast the cold and stormy weather which
is experienced in eastern countries with

the mild and pleasant weather we, in
Victoria, enjoy, we must feel that we are,
indeed, favored among northern coun-
tries. Thisis the 8th of January, and
there has been neither frost nor snow in:
or near tl}e city.

In Loudon the British
He has not been used

Here, in Victoria, it

—_—————————
EDITORIAL COMMENT.

ONE of the effects of the McKinley
tariff has been to lower the price of
Granulated sugar was lately sold
in Philadelphia for April d-livery at 4}
cents per pound, and for immediate de-
livery at 8} cents. The supporters. of
the admiuistration are proud of this, for
it was said that the refiners alone would
benefit by taking the duty off raw sugar.

The reduction, it is believed, has only

commenced, and Americans will, 'before
long, be able to buy their sugar at un-
precedentedly low prices.. The differeuce
in the pri¢e of sugar delivered now and
that to be delivered in April is, explained
by the fact that the -tariff, as regards
sugar, does not come intv operation until
the 1st of April.

THE BEHRING’S SEA CORRES
PONDENCE. 3

_ (Oregonian, January 6th.) '
The correspondence in the Behring’s Sea
regotiation; sent to theSenate yesterday,
little to what the poblic already knew
i bet th

‘| claimed, consists entirely of prepared osium,

. LOCAL AND PRUVINCIAL.

" NI M. 8. Mcipomene,
. Alderman John Robertson, has obtained
the .contract for nine ventilators to be
placed in H.M.S. Melpomene,  .The work is
to be completed with all:possible expedition

Substantial Resulfs.
.; The drama of Robert Macaire, which was
produced at the Victoria a few weeks ago,
resulted in the addition of $249.35 to the
building.fund of the. new Roman Catholic
Cathedral. 3 :
sper—

. Court Notes.

The defendant in the case of Hayward v.
Heisterman (libel) will be examined before
the registrar apd a shortband reporter at
11 d’clock this morning. - The trial of C. P,
R. Co. v. Sinclair has been adjourned until
Justices McCreight and Walkem can sit.

Awaiting an Owner.

A letter has been received at this office
from Devonshire, England, stating that if
Mrs. Etizabeth Cordelia-Jane Churley, who
resided in Victoria in 1879, and in Somenos
in 1886, will communicate with. her uncle
she will receive £2,100, left as a legacy by
her aunt, who recently died. ; i

; 1
: 2 Here. for Repairs. -

Our American tousins apparently recog-
nize the fact that Victoria is a first class
port for sending their steamers. to be re-

i - The Holyokq is now receiving ex-
tensive overhauling, and the Kingston and
Olympian are waiting for.a chance to get
into dock, which “the Costa Rica will leave
in about two weeks.

———
A Woolen Factory.
The Vancouver World suys: 'Mr. Henry
Gandry, € woolen factory man, who recently

sariously of erectihg a woolen factory some-

where in this province, and if snfficient en-

couragement is given him he is ‘willing to

try the enterprise and . erect a mill capable

of giving employment to thirty men.
—ps.

Accused of Robbery. 3

Last night word was received at the
police station . giving. the description of a
man accused of having stolen a coat, watch
and chain valued at $15 from one George
Burclay, on Chatnam streef. Sergeant Wal-
ker immediately went after his mah whom
be found in one of the saloons on the ‘way
out to Esquimalt. He wade him his priso-
ner and brought him to town. ~

i % P,
Wrestling Match. g

A letter has .been received from  San
Francisco, Ly Dan. McLeod, of Nanaiwmo,
containing the details of a match made: in
that city between Acton and himself for
$1,000 a side, to come off between Feb. 28,
and March 5. $200 forfeit have already
been posted and another $400 on both sides
will ted on -the 14th of the present
month 'he conditions are cateh-as-catch-
can, best two falls in three, the winner to
take 76 per cent. of the gate receipts and
the loser 25 per cent. Already Jarge sums
of money huve been bet on the result

-——ﬁ—-—
. ~." A Ton of Optum. / .

There is at present stored in the customs
house at Port Towrnsend about one ton of
contraband opium, “the result of many
month’s work on the part of the customs

cers. . Most of this opium came from
Victoria, and,in addifién to the present lot,
a considerable amouutfas been sold at dif-
ferent times, and ‘has’ brought excellent
prices, but if thid-Jot was’ anctioned off at
its actual face value on ‘the ‘American “soil, |
which - is° about §18, ‘the receipts wonld
amopnt to $35,840, © ‘This lot, 80 it . is
and the larger portion is consid the
finest that can be secured, - %

T s
Uninteltigible.

The following ‘mystifying telegram was
received from KN‘ewy szeg, : Catgn:., last
evening. The case is not known here, as far
as necessarily hurried enquiry caa be deter-
ined : ‘‘Jane McCatthy, a middle-aged

of the state of the disp e
United States and Great Britain,  Above
all, it fails to make clear the grounds upon
which Mr. Blaine refuses to consent to an
agreement for an arbitration, whigh, what-
ever its bearing upon the right of the United
States alone to police the Behring’s Sea fish-
eries, at least holds vut the promise of an
international agreement for the protection
of animal life there. :

Mr. Blaine exaggerates the importance of
maintaining the rights of the United States
to make seizures ouside of the three-mile
limit in Behring’s Sea. A good many Ameri-
cans doubt the legulity of ‘the captures
made in 1886 and -1887. There would b& no
discredit for this nation in the judgment by
an impartial court that those captures were
unwarranted, and that we must pay dama-
ges for them. If the same treaty that pro-
vided for such arbitration led to an inter-
national agreement for the preservation of
the seal fisheries flom extinction - through
their policing by the vessels of séverul civi-
lized nations interested in the seal trade,
the money paid in damages would be well

pent.

Temperate and enlightened diplomacy
onght too find it an easy matter to bring
about an international agreement for the
preservation of unimal life in Behring’s Sea.
Every commercial nation has the same in-
terest in preserving the fur-bearing seals
from extinction, It is a mistake t0 ap-
prouch the subject in a belligerent spirit, as
one in which the interest of the United
States is opposed to that of the rest of the
world. There iz too much  disposition to
make the interest of the United States and
that of the company having a monopoly of
the right to kill seals ‘common. -The real
case of the United States rests upon the im-
portance to the whole civilized world of
preserving the last considerable colony of
fur-bearing seals from the extinction which
bas overtaken the buffalo. A secretary of
state with the tact and breadth of states-
manship to approach the question from this

side would probably have escaped the pain-

ful altérnative of national humiliation or
disastrous war, which may be the final fruit
of Mr. Blaine’s diplomacy.

a

woman, ' ‘was foundy Wardering aimlessly
arourd the rail epot, /to-day.' She had
$13 and a'large quanfity of baggage, but
did not know where she was going or what
she had come here for. : 'Some time ago, she
was sent to reside with relatives at Victoria,
B. C., and the coudition of her carefully-
packed baggage indicates that she had been
re-shipped to New Haven by her Victoria
relations.. The . woman- is usquestionably
insane. f
G = S,
‘Meant te Bark. Not Bite.

Inseveral of the ship chandlers’ estab-
lishments are to be seén'at present diminu-
tive cannon, both brass and iron, none of
them larger than a four-pounder. ' One of
(bhese will be carried by almost every one
of the sealing fleet this year, but not for
any  aggressive purpose. They are to be
used for firing Bombs, in the event of the
boats becoming separated from the schooner
i fog or darkness, and sre said to make a
terriie report, though as a weapon phey
would be of no use whatever. One or two
of the schouners carried these bomb guns
last year, and this, tremendously exugyer-
ated, no doubt gave risé to the rumor that
the schooners were 'supplied with cannon,
and prepared to resist any or all revenue
cutters. i

——
Steamers’ Whistles.

The Seattle Press; under the heading of
“‘ Seattle Whistles,” refers to the pecaliar
sourds emitted by the whistles of the va-
rious steamers visiting that port. The fol-
lowing; as referring to steamers well known
in Victoria, will be of interest: The Olym-
pian has & pleasant sounding, clear, even
whistle that can be heard for a long dis-
tance. The Premier’s whistle isa sort of a
low, dull, roaring, bess sound, very digni-
fied, and conveys the impression of .being

going boat. The Kingston’s whistle is also
vory dignified in sound, and always is
blown for a length of time. It does not
condescend to blow in: a quick; jerky man-
ner. The City of Seattle has a three-
chime whistle. When blown it emits a

There is nothing in the corresp

printed to-day, to relieve the general public
apprehension that the bumptious and blus-

tering diplomacy of Mr. Blaine has in-
volved the United States in a more serious

‘position than that in which his last enter-

prise of statecraft landed us. The Peruvian
episode was unpleasant enough; but we
have already experienced worse in the ng-
cessity of a square buck-down before the
British naval demonstrution of last summer,
and the history of next summer is yet to be
written. There is not the least dunger of
war. ' The common sense of the Ameriéan
people will save us from war over half-
imaginary difference upon a matter rela-
tively trifling ; but a policy of brag and
bluster, of tricky evasion and intemperate
quibbling may bring about a state of rela-
tions with a natural friendly nation only

less disastrous than actual war, )

Now that matters have settled down in

clear 1 note, that instantly makes
one think of the boat’s graceful lines and
handsome appearance. It is very loud, and
can be heard for miles.

Collector Milne has received in circular
form copies of the declaration to he made by
the' foreign owner of goods shippéd to

ing, on-a ¢
and thereby

wire between Port Townsend and _
ness was completed yesterday, and works
most satisfactorily. _
direct communication with Portland and
San Francisco. :

| ing of the friends of
in: Temp - hall,
formation of & thorough organization for the

son ;
term) ;
den, J. A. Grant; Cond’r.,, P. W. Demp-
ster; Chaplain, G. H. Maynard ; R. 8. 8,
A. A, Davidson; L.8.8., J. St. C. Blackett ;
R.S.N.G., H. A. Munn; L.S. N.G., R. L.
Allen ; R.8.V.G.; David Anderson ;
G., M. McCabill : L G., Charles Maynard ;
0.G., W. H. Huxtable. - After the disposai
of the busi {
supper was enjoyed, speeches snd songs
lowed as a matter
¥ ing was commenced, the music being sup-
the forerunner of a solid, sulstantial, slow- | plied by the Oddfellows’ orchestra.
festivities were continued until after mid-
night.

From TaE Dary CO!DN!S:I‘: Jauvuary 8. | |on the said goods, &c., and that no different

invoice or account thereof has been or-will
be furnished to any one by or ‘on behulf of
the shipper. 2N

T

Fined $20. %

An unlucky Chivaman was brought before

the city police magistrate' yesterday morn-
rge of selling a lottery ticket
taining the sum of 25 cents.
He plead guilty and wus fined §20.

Al S

The Port Townend-Dungeness Cable.
The Pacific Postal Telegraph Co.’s new
Dunge-

This gives Victoria
A e R

Lower Rents Demanded.
The business men of Seattle, Tacoma and

Spokane Falls are taking action towards in-
ducing their Iandlords to reduce the rents
at least.
the  present system of high rents, high in-
surance, light and
fied, will compel
assiga or retire from business.

25 per. ceut. . It is contended that

ter rates, unless modi-
)a ny merchaxnits either to

$ S BN o S
:  Mr. Wilson’s Cauvass.
Last night & numerously attended meet-

ﬁ;‘ ilson was held
robject - being the

pur of his canvass for ‘the mayoralty.

Committees were formed and other work

done ‘necessary to gthe éarrying out of the

object contempla Mr. Wilson’s friends

professed themselves as very ‘§an
the results’of their undertaking.
i ePpn <
A Sudden Bereavement,
A telegram was received from Vancouver
after midnight conveying the intelligence
that Mr. J. C. McLugan, of the World, lost:

guine as\to

arrived from  the east, has been thinking | his eldest daughter Geraldine last evening.
‘The little girl took suddenly ill on Tuesday

morning at 8 o’clock, going into convulsions
from which she did not recover conscicus.
ness.  The best medical skill iu the city
and New Westminster was called in, bat
the case completely baffled them. ~She

3¢ ully away st 11:30 last night.
The parents are completely prostrated over
the sad and sudden bereavement which has
overtaken them. The funeral takes place
on Saturday. :

e s
University of British Columbia.

This morning at 11 o’clock the members
of- the - Council of . the  Univer
sity of British , Columbia will meet
in the Legislative Assembly building to dis-
cuss the proposed amendments to the char-

ter which~ were prepared ab the meeting | v,

which: took place-several weeks back at
Vancouver, Among those who have ar-
rived in Victoria, in order to be present are
Mr. R. P. Cooke, vice- Chancellor; Rev. E.
D. Maclaren, ~and Mr. C. Whetham, of
Vancouver, Rev. E. Robson, of New West-
minster ‘and Dr. Tunstall, of Kamloops.
The new measures proposed and reprinted
conflain 56 sectious, with the exception ot
two of which, all have been r delled

AMUSEMENTS."

Minstrelsy at The 613t0rin, and
Varied Pleasures'<Elsewhere,
Last Evening "

Instruetive Seientific’ Lécturés Well
Appreciated—The Late Christ-
mas Trees—Gossip.
257 Yo SR RS RLTH
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A combination of concentrated'complete-
ness is the Goodyear, Elitch l}@id’”Sbhilling
winstrels, who opened at the Victoria, yes-
terday evening. Very, very.seldom, does a
minstrel company ' redeem* thecipromises
made by its heralds, but th. "o@mswy" iy now
holding the boards is a gf‘i’t ;‘xi’glowmg
exception. - The  instrumental: and :-vocal
music is away above par, abdisshe» style of
the stage settings, with'_‘f!idir";ﬂgfd" and
glitter, satin and silver, ii:ﬁ'!'ﬁpﬁ . gorge-
ous.” The grand descriptive; overture,
hunting scene, ‘which introduces the even-
ing’s entertainment, is newsand good, and it

the - way for detter; things
to. follow.  The premier Jestars-+Good.
year, Edwards, Symonds, {
and Lambert, carry . . fsin,{ peccent-
age of the best staries:: known to
the trade, but they have in addition many
that are absolutely new und..pveally funny.
This is of course strange; buk d8 is.itrue.
Among the soloists are several, really fine
voices, while the Southern quartette isall
that it has been pronounced—and more. In

diy morning.

gentleman ‘who is not oiﬂ; “ book

bl:“ l'\:ua persoually seen what. be will

about, . ;
R e

NOT YET CONCLUDED.

Evidence Taken in the Cise of Joseph Silk,
Who is Farther Remsnded
Uutil Friday.

As promised, the Crown was ready to
proceed, when the case of Joe. Silk, cliarged
with being an accessory to the Fee murder, .

was called in the city police court, yester-

The Deputy Attorney-General called, as -
his first witness, Sapt.- Sheppard, Jwho re-
peated his evidence taken at' the exumina-
tion of Whelan, . John Crawford followed,

und also  repeated -his' former testimony.

Frank Partridge gave . virtually the ssme

statement as before| and, in conclusion; de-
scribed David Fee's personal appearance on

the night of the -tragedy. A7 Y
His Honor’enquired of Mr. Gwynn if it
was a part of the case for the Crown to
prove that there had been a = deliberate plos
to murder, and the victim had lost his life.
through  his being mistaken for  some
one else. ¥ w0 i s of
course, be necessary show 'thas
F“;;od helghtmam} appearance  COrres-
i with t] of the man supposedto
mve been meant. Of course, lle“'P kel
the prisoner could not, be termed an accom-
plice if the case was manslaughter. He
oog‘Id né)ol;eln 8 to mi %
t. Gwynne replied that to prove thas
murder had beén éonhmphtedgti: would
perhaps be necess ry to ask for a farther
remand, as other witn would be re-
quired. He intended, however, to use as

to

specialties, introduced in the! ) art,
the company comes out.etrong, -Little
Rastus, undoubtedly the best. wingndancer
in America, is a show himgelf,:acd: -2/ good
show too. Churles Goodyeariis ag hnppy as
in duys of yore, and just ag.funey, The
Beotley Brothers, in vocal' imitation of
ehurch . organ, calliope, nn&.:q&a;-lhotm-
ments, are s faithful artists nn&.;imyiox:l'

evid Silk’s own statement, made daring -
the enaninstiq: O‘b?;nhem. Mr. Wilson
consented to this bei t" in, but his
Honor declined to reeeigo 1}::' exoe’i)c in the
usual way as evidence. The clerk,; Mr.
Dowler, 'was therefore placed in the witness
box, and de; to the efitire statement
made by Silk. 3 R
At this stage of the proceedings it was

geniuses. - Mr. Schilling in i P

ties is equally wonderful, whilethe acrobutic
work and posing {8 picturesque; refined and
finished. Insteud of the time-wors. furge, the
minstrels -close the evening :with original’
shadowgraphs, novel and vany,at ive.
No doubt many who saw last.might’s per-
formance will Fo again thig -éveging, as
the show is well worth seeing: twice;mand to-
night is positively the Iast, of . the engage-
ment. S TRV, - s G RS

‘‘ THE OHEMISTRY OF THE SUN.":

A scientific lecture is usaally: but poorly
attended in Victoria, but tha . giyen in the
. M. C, A. rooms, last might,, by. Rev.
Percival Jenns, was a bapﬂz,'j ';?!p(ipp to
the general rule. His subject was. the
cHewistry of the sun, and it was handled in
a manner that made it in no way_ ¢ dry:” or
tedious. A number of interésting and in-
structive experiments ‘werd ‘hade’ déring:
the-evening, some of them highly amasing,
and all well appreciated by the sudience,
which filled the lecture hall,” #nd ‘cotitained

There will; in all probability, be a number
of other important issues % ken up and
dealt thwith, ith bail;& ﬂll:ef deaixl"e to have
everything in shi ore the meeting
of Parliament.’ oo h
~ The Westminsior Woolen Mills.

The Westminater  Woolen Mills have

closed down for the seuson, and probably

will not re-open until the new g¢rop of wool|

comes in, towards: the latter part of May,
About $20,000 worth of matetial has been
the output of the establishment this season,
the experiment in ‘the operations of which
bave not been altogether ,unntisflowrfv
to the shareholders, though, of conrse, it
has not Leen a mine of wealth to them.
During Iast year there were about 40 tons

. | of wool consumed in the manufacture of the

ountput, which is placing the average of a
ton per week for every week in the year the
mills were in operstion. Every pound of
British Uolumbia ~wool ' that could be
hud was purchased, except _that be-
longing to one or two individunals
who kept the price absurdly ' out
of range, the consequence being that the
management was obliged to tauke no notice
whatever of their prodace. Some Aus-
tralian wool was used, but as far ' as can Le
learned gave no better satisfaction to the
various customers than did the home article.
Westminster Morning Leader.

L0 0. F

Installation of Offiers of Vicioria and Co-
<" Iumbia Lodges, No. 1 and 2.

On Monday evening last, Columbia Lodge
No. 1, L O. O. F., formally installed the
following. officers elect ‘with all due
honors: N. G., W. Lee; V. G.; C.
Monk; y:, F. Davey; P. G.
Treas., A. Phillips;; Warden, C. Ross; Con-
ductor, A. Jones; 0. G., W. Huxtable; J.
G., J. James; R. 8. N. G., A. Day, P. G.;
L. 8. N. G., D. Morrow; R, S. \¥ G., L.
Doughty; L. 8. V. G., E Schaper; R.8.'S,,
J. McCallum; L. 8. 8., J. Crowther; Chap-
lain, A. Mackeown.

Last evening it was the tarn of the
Columbia Lodge, No. 2, whdse officers were
igstalled into their respective chairs by
D. D. G. M. James- Pope. They. are as
follows:  N. G. R. C. Fawcett; V. G.,
M. G. BRlanchard: P. Sec., Wm. Jack-

R. Sec., R. W. Fawcett (32nd

Treas., A. Henderson; Wag

LS.V.

of the ev

ing, s first-class
fol-
of .course, and:then-danc-

The

FIRST AWAY.

The Schooner Venture Clears for the West

N Coast.

Almost all the sealing fleet are now pre-

paring for the early work along the coast,
which will keep them busy from now until
April or May, when they discharge their
coast catches, and sail for Behring’s Sea.
Capt.;

Urquhart’s little schooner, Venture,

pleted her equip t, yesterday, signed

Canada on consignment. This is to be used
before ‘the collector, or the mayor, or any
other chief municipal officer at the place in
the United Kingdom, or in Her Majesty’s
possessions abroad frony where ' the goods
areshipped, aud at any other place before a
British consul, or if there is no British con-
sul, then before ‘a foign consul at such
place. The declaration is to the effect that
the shipper is the owner of the  goods ship-
ped on consignment, described in ‘the in-
voice; which contains a full and true state-
ment of the full market value when sold for,

home consumption:; that such: fair ' market
value includes any b , drawbacks,

royalties, rents .qr yebamgea that may have
been, or are expected, to be allowed or paid

her crew, and cleared for the West Coast.
She is commanded by Capt. Swmith, and will
go first to Clayoquot, where she expects to
procure Indiau hunters.
comprises eight first-class canoes, and  she
will commence her hunting off the Califor-
nia coast. The Juanita expeces to leave on
Tuesday next, and the Maggie Mag will, ip
all probability, get away next Wednesday.
The Mary
the Triumph and Sapphire will be brought
in to the wharf to refit, in a day or two.
. The Seattle schooner, Henry Dennis, Capt.
Miner, master; has gone to San Francisco
' to refit, and will,  this year, earry two coal
oil lannches, jn
equipment of fiv® sealing boats.

Her equiprent

Elleu is receiving new sails, and

addition to ‘her ordinary

- o

ladies. = u

Vel D

good per ge of
IONA SOCIAL DANCE. ., /.

The sacial dance held in Harmony Haltiast
night, under the direction of the 1éna: Social
Club, was enjoyed to the full ;by everyone.
mant. Twenty-four couples: were in the

, all of whom were young:.and . bent. on
having a thoroughly good time;and:as is
usual in such cases, the hours proved all
;no ll:lt:n to i:oldaf th& pb;“lumml utht:,u:iy

rought. © Music e “WaSs ] lgid %
un‘dn'git is no ‘wonder that tg*-'an have
reason to feel proud of the success of their |
last night’s pacty, ; i B
¢ THE RARTH.”

In his lecture upon the above subject on
Tuesday evening, Rev. Mg, .
drew - attention to a_sketch
way, describing its size'and._&h
measurements made of it b
Here was pointed out the position i
our solar system and explal
figure, given of the mathematical method of
findin, ﬂglmllmsic ellipse and a éount of
the difficulties in measuring “an’“antiual
angular displacement = of"“:less: ~than
one second ' of an - arc. 'd “The?: meas.
urement of parallax fori the: ‘nedrest
/star’ was far more difficalé’ ' ‘than it
would be to measure the ellipse formed’ by
a penny elightly tilted from'“the Werizontal
at a distance of two milés. 7> After
explaining' the Nebular .“%theory - of
Laplace, ~and showing ' how =it ac-
counted for the movements i of . the
solar bodies, the lecturer passsd op tb:the
laws of Kepler on the orbits'of planets, and
tQ the discovery of Gravitation asitbp great
Inw from which Kepler's laws proceeded.
The links were traced which counected the
discoveries of Kepler, Galileo.and Newton,
and from observational astrgnomy the next
step was tosphysical. The physicil “aspect

o LY et

of the earth deals with its shape, size. and
movements, and the varions ingenious " de-
vices by which those quantities and their
consequences are scientifically ™ 'demon-
strated. Theg lecture was  brought 'to a
close by the r@ding of an elogient passage
of Prof. Miller’s, upon the possible effects
of the sun’s resisting medium_in ‘%mq;mlly
retarding ' the motion of the earth, (symp-
toms of which retardation have alréady set
in) until having in the course.of many :ages
b unfit to support life, o8 maintain it-
self in its orbit, it eventuslly °is drawn
headlong into the sun. : e

ST. SAVIOR'S TREAT...,

On Tuesday evening, the children of ' St.
Savior’s church, Victoria West, enjoyed a
holiday treat in the mission room./ The
programme- comprised ‘ soungs, ' choruses,
recitations and dialogues, all by the, child-
ren, who, with their little brothers and sis-
ters - were present to the number of about
75. The Christmas tree contained some-
thing for eve!l-fbody, and thewhole affair
might be well called a completesuidoess,

Mr. Barber’s direction and now:mambers
35 or 40 members. 230 s bia

COMING EVENTS.

.
The Hild-Park Concert * colipany,“who
appear at the Victoria to-morrow “evesing,
in the Star engértainment seriés;! &ré&” re-
garded as true musicians “thréugh’ and
through, by the - best critics” ¥f America.
They embrace several good vocalists; '‘Herr
Hild, violinist, and Miss Park, lady cor-
netist. A treat is looked for:in' ‘their per-

formance. i

At St. school room‘ this|’
evening, a children’s - entertainment
will be given, when the’ ‘children
themselves will provide the" programme.
The young folk will also énjoy their 'supper
together, anid the closing features ot “the
evenini will be a Christmas’ tree and a
magic lantern. fo-iyety
The remaining lectures of ‘the course,

John’s

1| Milne,

night.

New Westminster, are at the

of New Wes F
tend the meeting of the Council of the Pro-
vincial University. ; 1

decided to adjourn the case until Frida
when fresh. Juv"‘ nce is promised. . MZZ g
Wilson claims that the crown has acted un-
fairly with bis client - in securing his evi- *
dence in the Whelun cdse, and then charg-
ing him as an accessory ; and he also claims
that by so doing the prosecution forfeit the
right to use Silk as a witness in the murder
case

b i AL

WILL GO T0O WORK.

The Directors of the British Columbis Agri-
caltural Soclery Form Their 8.anding
\ Committees. 4

The president, Mr, R. D. Ker, was in the
chair evening, when a well attended
meeting of the B.%. Agricultural Society

was held in the City Hall, The princi
business of the evening was 'the - formation
of working committees for the year, and
these were drafted in the following order :
Finance—R. Séabrook, J. H. Todd and
Dri, Milne. 5 i g
rinting and Advertising—R. Seabrooke,

J. on, jr.; W. J. Pendray and T.
Carter. ; ¢y
Hall-T. J. Partridge, - W. J. Pendray,
M. Baker, J. T. Mcllmoyl, E. Hutcheson,

and F. Page. i

. Yard—T. Carter, W. Thomson, W. Lori-
mer, H, Webb, A. C. Wells, J. Kirkland,
and W. J. s IR e s
H. Ross, Jono.

and Sporte—D.

Racing ,
) Eudén, 'W. Dalby, E. John, A. Templeton,

Band—U, Hayward, J. H. Todd, R. Sea-
brook, C. Major. ; it
Reception—Officers and Board of Direct- .

ors. : T ;

Prize List—Dr. Milne, T. J. Partridge,’
J. H. Mellmoyl, T. Carter, E. Hutcheson,
and W. J. McKeon, jr. ’ - it
Building and Grounds—W. Dalby, D. H.

Ross, C. Hayward, W. Templeman and Ds.
i

The secretary was instructed to

an assistant, and, as the committee know
their work, a strong and. systematic effors
will be ‘'made at once in the direction of se-

curing new grounds and buildings.

PERSONAL.
gl. Bray, of Nanaimo, is at the Ori-
H. J. Riley, of Seattle, was m town last ¥

. B. Jackson, of Seattle, oime over last

night.

A. Spring, of Seattle, is a guest 'at the

Clarene.

W. 8. Keene, of Vancouver, has arrived

in town,

C..H, Watson, of Chicago, is aé the

Oriental.”

H. G. Boynton, of Lbndon, Eng., is as

¢ the Oriental.

J. H. Brown and wife, of ll_i'maimo, is as

the Clarence. * ;
" J. A. Mayer, of Fall City, Washington,

is at the Oriental,

Rev. A. Lewis, of Néva Scotia, is staying

at the Oriental.

Joseph Hanter, M.P.P., returned from

the Sotind last evening.

D. H, Smith, wife and son, oi' Tacoma,

are guesis at the Oriental.

T. J. Trspp and Stuart C. Scholefield, of
Driard.

Charles. Wetham, R. P. Cook and C.

D. Rand, of Vancouver, are at the Driard.

Senator Reed, of Cariboo, J. A.

Mara,
M.P., and F7'8. Barnard, M.P., came in by
the Islander last night.

H. Kent, E-' V. Bodwell, D' Tanstalk

and A. St. G. Ham arrived from
Vancouver last nighs.mwy

8. Greer, of English Bay, has arrived in

town from the Mainland, it is said, in con-
\nection with.the Vancouver election.

J. W. Horne, M,P.P., and Charles Hay,

of Vaueouv%r, l;lnve arrived in town in con-
ti it busi x
T hol Stmell e o ey Tar. nection with the business of the Pacifie

Insurance company.
Bishop Sillitoe andm Rs\ Mr.
i will\ be

est

Captain Hackets; of the sch Annie-

C. Moore, who has just arrived from the-
East, has taken up his quarters at the
Clarence. . He expects to sail for the North -
about the end of the month. :

—_—
SUPREME COURT.

(Before Mr?n:ueo Drake.)
Pitts v. Phillips—This case was opened

yesterday, ' and the evidence fur the
pldintiff is now all in.
fence will be pu in to-day.
uney-General appears for the plaintiff, and
Mr. F. G¢ Walker for the defendant.

That of the de
The Attor-

which is being delivered under the- ausp
of the Young Men’s Christian+Association,
are  expected to be of a very interestin

character. The lectures on dentistry an

matters of health were well received, and
proved to be full of instruction.’ The next|
is by Mr. Carmichael on chemistry, andis|
likely to incidentslly, if not mofe ‘directly, |
deal with the important subject of Hygiene.

An important lecture, which is yet-
will denl with travels i1 the East by a




