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AMUSEMENTS.WEATHER CONTRAXTID.

The contrast between the Weather on 
this Pacific coast and that of countries in 
the same parallel of latitude on the other 
side of the Rocky Mountains is most 
striking. On the 6th of last month, when 
the fl wers were’ blooming in our gardens 
and the air could hardly be said to be 
even chilly, a man and his wife near 
Charlottetown, P. E. I., endured tne 
most dreadful sufferings wandering about 
in a blinding snow-storm. The poor 
woman perished before help came, 
and the than was *n such a state that it 
would have been better for him if he had 
died too. In Montreal we read that the 
weather has been very cold, the mercury 
in the thermometer being a long way be
low zero, when here it was in the forties. 
The weather has been somewhat milder 
in Toronto, hut further w< at the cold has 
been very severe. Even in Europe the 
inhabitants of countries thdVare supposed 
to be favored with a much more genial 
climate than any part of Canada can 
boast of have suffered from the inclemency 
of the weather. In Loudon the British 
Columbian shivers. He has not been used 
to such bitter cold. On the last day of 
the old year the mercury stood at ten de
grees above zero. Here, in Victoria, it 
was as high as 46*, and during the very 
coldest part of the night it was' only 38*. 
Even in Italy the weather was raw' and 
cold and the railways to Bucharest, a 
Vienna dispatch says, were blocked with 
snow and the weather was intensely cold. 
A snow storm was raging at Queenstown, 
and so violent was the wind that ocean 
steamers could not land their mails. 
When we read these accounts and con
trast the cold and stormy weather which 
is experienced in eastern countries with 
the mild and pleasant weather we, in 
Victoria, enjoy, we must feel that we arc, 
indeed, favored among northern coun
tries. This is the 8th of January, and 
there has been neither frost nor snow in 
or near the city.

on the said goods, &c., and that no different 
invoice or account thereof has been or-will 
he furnished to any one by or on behalf of 
the shipper.

every fair request. The arbitrators could, 
therefore, teach a definite o Delusion and 
amicably settle this muddle in a mighty 
short time.”

The opinions on the course which 
the United States Government is 
pursuing with respect to this 
fur seal cjuestion, which these two 
organs of public opinion have expressed, 
are, no doubt, the same as those held by 
hundreds of thousands of intelligent 
American ci.izetis. Mr. Harrison’s Ad
ministration knows this, and so does the 
Republican majority in Congress. It is 
not likely that knowing this Mr. Blaine 
and his colleagues will proceed to ex
tremities. To make a little capital in 
certain quarters by twisting the tail of 
the British lion Will, perhaps, be excused, 
but to incur the hostility of a powerful 
nation, by insisting on a claim which all 
intelligent Americans know to be unten
able will bring upon the Government 
and the whole party- to wh ch its mem
bers belong sure and speedy condemna
tion. We are not sure that Mr. Blaine 
has not made a great many more enemies 
than friends in bis own country by what 
he has already written and done on this 
Behring’s Sea question.

From Tas Daily Colonist, January 8. 
LOCAL AMD BRU VUS 01AL.

H. M. 8. Melpomene.
Alderman John .Robertson has obtained 

the contract for nine ventilators to be 
placed in H.M.S. Melpomene. The work is 
to be completed with all possible expedition

Substantial Results.
The drama of Robert Mucaire, which was 

produced at the Victoria a few weeks ago. 
resulted in the addition of $249.35 to the 
building,fund of the new Roman Catholic 
Cathedral.

“ book learned,** 
hat he will talk! Ebe Colonist. but has personally seen 

about.•u ndji
Minstrelsy at The Victoria, and 

Varied Pleasures1 Elsewhere, 
Last Evening *

FRIDAY. JANI 9, 1891.
NOT YET CONCLUDED.

Evidence Taken In the C.ise of Joseph Silk, 
Who Is Further Remanded 

Uutil Friday.

As promised, the Crown was ready to 
proceed, when the case of Joe. Silk, charged 
with being an accessory to the Fee murder, 
was called in the city police court, yester
day morning."

Thê Deputy Attorney-General called, as - 
his first witness, Snpt. Sheppard, who re
peated his evidence taken at the examina
tion of Whelan. John Crawford followed, 
and also repeated bis former testimony. 
Frank Partridge gave virtually the 
statement os before, and, in conclusion, de
scribed David Fee’s personal appearance on 
the night of. the -tragedy.

His Honor "enquired of ^ir. Gwynn if it 
part of the case for the Crown to 

prove that there had been a deliberate plot 
to murder, and the victim had lost his life 
through his being mistaken for some 
one else. If so, it would, of
course, be necessary to show that
Fee's height and appearance corres
ponded with t-hat of the man supposed to 
have been meant. Of course, he remarked, 
the prisoner could notz be termed an accom- 
plice if the case was manslaughter. Ha 
could not be an accessory to manslaughter.

Mr. G Wynne replied that to prove that 
murder had been contemplated, 
perhaps be necess ry to ask for a further 
remand, as other witnessef would be re
quired. He intended, hotvever, to use as 
evidence Silk’s own statement, made during 
the examination of Whelan. Mr. Wilson 
consented to this being put in, but his 
Honor declined to receive it, except in the 
usual way as evidence. The clerk, Mr. 
Dowler, was therefore placed in the wit 
box, and deposed
made by Silk. -, *.. .. ^

At this stage of the proceedings it was 
decided to adjourn the case until Friday, 
when fresh evidence is promised. Mr 
Wilson claims that the crown has acted -un
fairly with his client in securing his evi
dence in the Whelan case, and then charg
ing him as an accessory ; and he also claims 
that by so doing the prosecution forfeit the 
right to use Silk as a witness in the murder 
case

need $30.
An unlucky Chinaman was brought before 

the city police magistrate yesterday morn
ing, on a charge of selling a lottery ticket 
ana thereby detaining the sum of 25 cents. 
He plead guilty and was fined $20.

The Port Towattend-Dungeness Cable.
The Pacific Postal Telegraph Co.’s new 

wire between Port Townsend and Dunge- 
ness was completed yesterday, and works 
most satisfactorily. This gives Victoria 
direct communication with Portland and 
San Francisco.

AMERICAN CRITICISM.

For fear that our readers might think 
that we were partial in what we have said 
with respect to the merits of the dispute 
between Great Britain and the United 
States ^specting jurisdiction over the 
waters of Uehriug’s Sea, we will qyote 
what intelligent and patriotic Americans 
say about the claims which their Govern
ment is making. The Oregonian, which 
is Republican in politics, does not allow 
its national partialities to blind it to the 
weakness and the unreasonableness of the 
contention of the United States minister. 
In an article headed “An Hereditary

Instructive Scientific Lectures Well 
Appreciated—The Late Christ

mas Trees—Gossip.
ioi.i vai'vj;.-1

' ... ■ - o/..
A combination of concentrated - complete

ness is the Goodyear, Elitch And '‘Schilling 
minstrels, who opened at the Victoria, yes
terday evening. Very, very seidomo does a 
minstrel company redeem1 the-'"promises 
made by its heralds, but '<x>mpany now 
holding: the boards is a great arid glowing 
exception. The instrumental. and vocal 
music is ayay above par, abdv tbe- style of 
the stage settings, with their gold and 
glitter, satin and silver, iy simply /'gorge
ous.” The grand descriptive j ..overture, 
hunting scene, which introduces the even
ing’s enteitainment, is newimd good, and it 
prepares the - way for beUer. fthinsrs 
to- follow. The premier jestSfa-rrGood- 
year, Edwards, Symouds, Hughes, Everett, 
and Lambert, carry a -jfair,,» percent
age of the best stories known to 
the trade, but they have in addition many 
that are absolutely new and.’ really funny. 
This is of course strange, but.it is true. 
Among the soloists are several, really fine 
voices, while the Southern quartette is all 
that it has been pronounced*—ai*d more. In 
specialties, introduced in the > second part, 
the company comes ont «. strong» Little 
Rastas, undoubtedly the best, wipg ?;dsncer 
in Américia, is a show himself, and* good 
show too. Charles (Goodyear 4* kappy as 
in days of yore, and just a* .flimsy,! The 
™ '* Brothers, in vopal imitation of 

organ, calliope, andqther. mstru

Court Holes.
The defendant in the case of Hayward v. 

Hoisterman (libel) will be examined before 
the registrar and a shorthand reporter at 
11 o’clock this morning. The trial of C. P. 
R. Co. v. Sinclair has been adjourned until 
Justices McCreight and Walkem can sit.

■■ "-1 I
▲waiting an Owner.

A letter has been received at this office 
from Devonshire, England, stating that if 
Mrs. Elisabeth Cordelia Jane Charley, who 
resided in Victoria in 1879, and in Somenos 
in 1886, will communicate with her uncle 
she wifi receive £2,100, left as a legacy by 
her aunt, who recently died. .

▲ewer Reals Demanded.
The business men of Seattle, Tacoma and 

Spokane Falls are taking action towards in
ducing their landlords to reduce the rents 
at least 25 per cent. .It is contended that 
the present system of high rents, high in
surance, light and gutter rates, unless modi
fied, will compel many merchants either to 
assign or retire from buéiness.

same

was a

Diplomat,” the Oregonian says :
But the most conspicuous proof of 

Salisbury’s ability is found in the Jfact 
that thus far he has the better of Secre
tary Blaine, who, in the Behring Sea 
negotiation, has planted himself upon, a 
position that is likely to prove utterly 
untenable. Blaine contends th t as 
Behring Sea was a closed sea prior to 

purchase of A1 ska, we Required with 
the territory the maritime rights of Rus
sia over that waterway. This position 
lacks historical foundation, and is at 
variance with international law and 

Lord Salisbury is so confident in

..■; $ ■’ ‘ --- —
Mr. Wilson's Canvass.

Last night a numerously attended meet
ing of the friends of Mr. Wilson was held 
in Temperance hall, the 
formation of a thorough organisation for the 
purposes of his canvass for the mayoralty. 
Committees were formed and other Work 
done necessary to ^he carrying out of the 
object contemplated. Mr. Wilson’s friends 
professed themselves as very Sanguine a*to 
the results of their undertaking.

J

?object being theHere for Repairs.
Our American cousins apparently recog

nize the fact that Victoria is a first class 
port for sending their steamers to be re
paired. The Holyokq ie now receiving ex
tensive overhauling, and the Kingston and 
Olympian are waiting for a chance to get 
into dock, which the Costa Rica will leave 
in about two weeks.

A
our

it would

CONVERTS AS COLONISTS.
A Sadden Bereavement.

A telegram was received from Vancouver 
after midnight conveying the intelligence 
that Mr. J. C. McL tgan, of the World, lost 
hie eldest daughter Geraldine last evening. 
The little girl took suddenly ill on Tuesday 
morning at 8 o’clock, going into convulsions 
from which she did not recover conscious 

The beat medical skill in the city

usage.
his position that he offers to* submit it to 
arbitration, but Mr. Blaine refuses, be

ll o knows that no tribunal would 
sustain him in his position. There is no 
intemati nal tribunal worthy of respect 
that would sustain Mr. Blaine’s position 
for a moment, and therefore his refusal 
to arbitrate is a confession of a bad case, 
and pi ces our Government in a most un
fortunate» position. We «re not able to 
make war, and yet we refuse to arbitrate 
a claim we dare not vindicate by ^jhe 
sword. ”

▲ Woolen Factory.
The Vancouver World says : Mr. Henry 

Gandry, tC woolen factory man, who recently 
arrived from the east, has been thinking 
seriously of erectihg a woolen factory some
where in this province, and if sufficient en
couragement is given him he is willing to 
tiy the enterprise and erect a,mill capable 
of giving employment to thirty men.

▲ceased or Robbery.
Last mght weord was received at the 

police station giving the description of a 
man accused of having stolen a coat, watch 
and chain valued at $15 from one. George 
Barclay, on Chatnam street. Sergeant Wal
ker immediately went after his man whom 
he found in one of the saloons on the way 
ont to Esquimalt. He made him his priso
ner and brought him to town.

Wrestling Match.
A letter has been received from San 

Francisco, by Dan McLeod, of Nanaimo, 
containing the details of a match made in 
that city between Acton and himself for 
$1,000 a side/to come off between Feb. 28, 
and March 5. $200 forfeit have already 
been posted and another $400 on both sides 
will be posted on the 14th of the present 
month The conditions are catch as-catch- 
oan, best two falls in tjhree, the winner to 
take 75 per cent, df the gate receipts and 
the loser 25 per cent. Already large sums 
of money have been bet on the result 

• ——
▲ Tea of Opium, v

Thére is at present stored in the customs 
house at Port Townsend about one ton of 
contraband Opium, the result of many 
month’s work on the part of the customs 
officers. Most ol this opium came from 
Victoria, and,in additièn^to the present lot, 
a considerable amdanB3Bas"been sold at dif
ferent times, and h'ak brought excellent 
prices, but if this lot was auctioned off at 
its actual face value on the American soil, 
which is about $16, the receipts would 
amount to $35,840. This lot, so it is 
claimed, consists entirely of prepared opium, 
and the larger portion is considered the 
finest that can be secured. v

General Booth’s proposal to send his 
reformed paupers and thieves to the colo
nies is not received with enthusiasm in 
any of the grear colonies. Canada does 
not want accessions to its population, 
composed of men and women who are 
not adapted either by constitution or 
training to do the rough work required 
of settlers in a new country. The new 
settler should possess both bodily and 
mental vigor. He must of necessity be 
self-reliant and have adaptability and 
some fertility of resource. The man who 
has all his life had his thinking done for 
him and who has bet n employed in some 
department of labor that gave no scope 
for his ingenuity, will find himself sadly 
out of place in a position in which it will 
be necessary for him to be from the very 
first, and particularly at the first, a jack- 
of-all-trades. He must ba able to turn 
his hand to a score of things, which he 
did not even attorn*)**-in his old world 
life; and, being his own master, his mind 
will have to be as active, as nimble and 
as versatile as his bauds. The peculiarity 
of the native Canadian or of the Ameri
can is, that he can with ease change his 
occupation. If one kind of work is not 
to be had or does not suit him he very 
soon tries another, and it is really sur
prising how short a time it takes him to 
do passably good work in an altogether 
new occupation. e" •?

General Booth’s colonists will not 
possess this versatility, neither will many 
of them have formed the habit of self- 
reliance and acquired the cheerful 
courage which Are necessary to 
enable men to surmount the diffi
culties which the settler in a new 
country is sure to meet. Vice and ex
treme poverty lower the tone both of 
body and mind, and even if tendencies to 
evil are eradicated the reformed and re
generated denizen of Darkest England 
will not be likely to succeed in a new 
country as an isolated settler, and it does 
not seem to ua that Canada, at any rate, 
would care to have colonies or settle
ments composed exclusively of Salvation 
Army converts.

We find that in Australia the same 
feeling prevails. It is * believed that the 
men and women who are to be reclaimed 
by the moral machinery invented by Gen
eral Booth are not exactly the material 
out of which successful colon sts can be* 
made. This is what the Melbourne Argus 
sajrs about the General’s emigration 
scheme :

■

ness
to the eh tire statementBentley Brothers, in voqal 

church .
raents, are faithful artists and<;iftfMiçaI 
geniuses. Mr. Schilling in musical special
ties is equally wonderful, while,the acrobatic 
work and posinc fa picturesque, refined1 and

1

ness.
and New Westminster was called in, but 
the case completely baffled them. - She 
passed peacefully away a*t 11:30 last night. 
The parents are completely prostrated over 
the sad and sudden bereavement which has 
overtaken them. The funeral takes place 
on Saturday.

work and posing fa picturesque, refined 
finished. Instead of the time*wort*farjçf, the 
minstrels close the eveniqg with r original 
shadowgraphs, novel and yqRy..»^tr%Pl'ive. 
No doubt many who saw .laethedght-’q per
formance will go again tbiq evening, as 
the show is well worth seeing: twi<*vpnd to
night is positively the last , of ith>,engage
ment.

No British Columbian or other British 
subject would care to use stronger lan
guage than this. If he did, we are afraid 
that many Americans would condemn it 
as inspired by national jealousy And an
tipathy. ,

The Oregonian, we see, places very 
little dependence on the statements 
made by the American Government and 
its agents respecting the decrease of the 
seals in Behring’s Sea and the waters ad
jacent thereto. Our Portland contempor
ary takes strong 'ground on this point, 
also. It continues :

VUniversity ei British Columbia.
This morning at 11 o’clock the members 

of the Council of the Univer 
sity of British Columbia will meet 
in the Legislative Assembly building to dis
cuss the proposed amendments to the char
ter which< were prepared at. thp meeting 
which took place - several weeks back at 
Vancouver. Among those who have ar
rived in Victoria, in order to be present are 
Mr. R. P. Cooke, vice- Chancellor, Rev. E. 
D. Maclaren, and Mr. C. Whetham, of 
Vancouver, Rev. E. Robson, of New West
minster and Dr. Tanstall, of Kamloops. 
The new measures proposed and reprinted 
contain 56 sections, with the exception ot 
two of which, all have been remodelled. 
There willj in all probability, be a number 
of other important issues t ken up and 
dealt with, it being the desire to have 
everything in ship-shape before the meeting 
of Parliament.

«ns'lü /«»*
“the chemistry of the sufcr.’t';'

A scientific lecture is usually but*juoorly 
attended in Victoria, but thaf/gjy^vin the 
Y. M. Cy A. rooms, last qigbt/^bV Rev. 
Percival Jenna, was a happy exception to 
the general rule. His subject' w^s the 
chemistry of the sun* and it was handled in 
a manner that made it in no wav “ dry ” or 
tedious. A number of interesting and in
structive experiments weré ' ttiadè ' dtiring 
the evening, some of them highly amusing, 
and all well appreciated by thé audience, 
which filled the lecture hall, tod cbiltafeed 
a good percentage Of ladies.

IONA SOCIAL DA*CE.,iV/

The social dance held in Harinony Halt last 
night, under the direction of the Idea Social 
Club, was enjoyed to the full <by. eheryone 
present. Twenty-four couple» were in the 
hall, all of whom were young: and- bent on 
having a thoroughly good timej and as is 
usual in such cases, the hours proved all 
too short to h°ld , the pleasures vthat:- they 
brought. Music of the best >w*s /provided, 
and it is no wonder that the club have

WILL GO TO WORK.

The Directors of the British Columbia Agri
cultural Society Form Thelr.S.andlng 

X Committees.

i

EDITORIAL COMMENT. The preeident, Mr. R. D. Ker, was in the 
chair Uat evening, when a well attended 
meeting of the B.C. Agricultural Society 
waa held in the City Hall, The principal 
business of the evening waa the formation 
of working committees for the year, and 
these were drafted in the following order :

Finance—R. Sdabrook, J. H. Todd and 
Dr. Milne.

Printing and Advertising—R. Seabrooke, 
W. J. MeKeon, jr. ; W. J. Pendray and T. 
Carter. —

Hall—T. J. Partridge, W. J. Pendray, 
M. Baker, J. T. Mcllmoyl, E. Hutcheson, 
and F. Page.

Yard—T. Carter, W. Thomson, W. Lori- 
mer, H. Webb, A. C. Wells, J. Kirkland, 
and W. J. MeKeon, jr.

Racing and Sport»—D. H. Rosa, Jno. 
Braden, W. Dalby, E. John, A. Templeton, 
H. Benson.

Band—C. Hayward, J. H. Todd, R. Sea- 
brook, C. Major.

Reoeption—Officers and Board of Direct
ors.

Prize List—Dr. Milne, T. J. Partridge, 
J. H. Mcllmoyl, T. Carter, B. Hutcheson, 
and W. J. MeKeon, jr.

Building and Grpnnds—W. Dalby, D. H. 
Rose, C. Hayward, W. Temple man and Dr. 
Milne.

The secretary waa instructed to engage 
an assistant, and, as the committee know 
their work, a strong and systematic effort 
will be made at once in the direction of se
curing new grounds and buddings.

ni
One of the effects of the McKinley 

tariff has been to lower the price of 
sugar. Granulated sugar was lately sold 
in Philadelphia for April d-livery at 4; ■ 
cents per pound, and for immediate de
livery at cents. The supporters, of 
the admiuistAtiun are proud of this, for 
it w/ts said that the refiners alone would 
benefit by taking the duty off raw sugar. 
The reductiqn, it is believed, bas only 
commenced, and Americans will, before 
long, be able to buy their sugar at un
precedentedly low prices. The difference 
in the price of sugar delivered now and 
that to he delivered in April is explained 
by the fact that the tariff, as regards 
sugar, does notjeome into operation until 
the 1st of April.

i

-‘‘Mr. Blaine has also failed to satisfy 
Lord Salisbury that the seals in the 
waters of Behring’s Sea are rapidly being 
exterminated by rockl ss and indiscrim
inate slaughter. The official records of the 
United States treasury show that in 1888, 
Special Agent Tingley reported that seal 
life was not being depleted, but exceeded 
his estimates of 1887, which pi 
number of seals at 6,000,000 to 7;000,000. 
In February last the old company, which 
had held the privilege for twenty years, 
was willing to pay an advanced price for 
the renewal of the privilege. The Can
adian sealers came in with their usual 
catch this yvsr and better, and deny the 
diminution of the seals. The slaughter 
of the seals since last February must have 
been enormous, and beyond reasonable 
belief, and until the dispute is cleared up 
by further and more conclusive evidence, 
Lord Salisbury is justified in refusing to 
act on Mr. Blaine’s assumption by order
ing English vessels out of Behring's Sea 
or consenting to a close season.”

- The Westminster Woolen Mills.
The Westminster Woolen Mills have 

closed down for the season, and probably 
will not re-open until the new crop of wool 
comes in, towards the Utter part of May. 
About $20,000 worth of material has been 
the output of the establishment this season, 
the experiment in the operations of which 
have not been altogether unsatisfactory 
to the shareholders, though, of course, it 
has not been a mine of wealth to them. 
During last year there were about 40 tons 
of wool consumed in the manufacture of the 
output, which is placing the average of a

The following myatifying telegram was ^^^SoT^ve^ffo? 
received from New Haven, Conn., last British Columbia wool that could be 

, owning. The case is not known here, as far had was purchased, except that bé
as necessarily burned enquiry can be deter- longing to one or two individuals 
mined: “ Jane McCaVtby a middle-aged who kept the price absurdly out 
woman, was found| wandering aimlessly 0f range, the consequence being that the 
arquLd the railro^raepot, to-day. She had management was obliged to take no notice 
$1,3 and a large quantity of baggage, but whatever of their produce. Some A us- 
did not know where she was going or what traiian wool was used, but as far as can be 
she had come here for. Some time ago, she learned gave no better satisfaction to the 
waasent to reside with relatives at Victoria, various customers than did the home article. 
B. C., and the condition of her carefully- Westminster Morning Leader, 
packed baggagelndicajes that she had been 
re-shipped to New Haven by her Victoria 
relations., The woman is unquestionably 
insane. '

/ ■%
need the

reason to feel proud of the success of their 
last night’s party, ' 9*'-•'**<•

“ THE EARTH.” ;g3^-a
In his lecture upon the above subject on 

Tuesday evening. Rev. M^Graçn first 
drew attention to a. sketch of tfiq milky 
way, describing its size and fihape^nd the 
measurements made of it ' by Hërschel. 
Here was pointed out the position in it of 
oar solar system and explanation, with a 
figure, given of the mathematical method of 
finding parallactic ellipse and an account of 
the difficulties in measuring' an* annual 
angular displacement of taw- than 
one second of an arc. meas
urement of parallax for* 4ba nearest 
star was far more difficult1 than it 
would be to measure the ellipse'formed by 
a penny slightly tilted from' the horizontal 
at a distance of two mités. After
explaining the Nebular , *- theory 
Laplace, and showing hbw ' ac
counted for the movements ! of the 
solar bodies, the lecturer passed <S to the 
laws of Kepler on the orbitrôf planets, and 
tq the discovery of Gravitation as the great 
law from which Kepler’s laws proceeded. 
The links were traced which^ connected the 
discoveries of Kepler, Galileo and Newton, 
and from observational astionomy itie next 
step was to-physicaA. The physical aspect 
of the earth deals with its shape/size pnd 
movements, and the varions ingenious de
vices by which those quantities and their 

sequences are scientifically'^ Remon
strated. The*, lecture was brought to a 
close by the rSkdiog of an eloquent passage 
of Prof. Miller’s, upon the pôssibîè effects 
of the sun’s resisting medium in gradually 
retarding the motion of the eartti/Tiijnnp- 
toms of which retardation have already set 
in) until having in the course .of many ages 
become unfit to support life, OF* maintain it
self in its orbit, it eventually "is drawn 
headlong into the sun.

THE BEHRING’S SEA CORRES
PONDENCE.

Unintelligible.
(Oregonian, January 6th.)

The correspondence in the Behring’s Sea 
negotiation, sent to the Senate yesterday, 
adds little to what the pid/lic already knew 
of the state of the dispute between the 
United States and Great Britain.. Above 
all, it fails, to make clear the grounds upon 
which Mr. Blaine refuses 
agreement for an arbitration, whiph, what
ever its bearing upon the right of the United 
States alone to police the Behring’s Sea fish
eries, at least holds out the promise of an 
international agreement for the protection 
of animal life there.

Mr. Blaine exaggerates the importance of 
maintaining^the rights of the United States 
to make seizures ouside of the three-mile 
limit in Behring s Sea. A good many Ameri
cans doubt the legality of the captures 
made in 1886 and 1887. There would bê no 
discredit for this nation in the judgment by 
an impartial court tbat those captures were 
unwarranted, and that we must pay dama
ges for them. If the same treaty that pro
vided for such arbitration led to an inter
national agreement for the preservation of 
the seal fisheries Y om extinction through 
their policing by the vessels of révérai civi- 

We assume, of course, that the “ Gen- lized nations interested in the seal trade, 
eral” will take the obvious precaution, ^ mooey P»id in dama8e8 would be well 
before despatching a single shipload of 8p£m te and enlightened diplomacy 
emigrants, to ask what class of labor la ought find it an easy matter to bring 
required in the colonies, and to send out about an international agreement for the 
only those applicants who wiU be able to preservation of animal life in Behring’s Sea. 
make their own way. In Victoria, f• r Every commercial nation has the same in
instance, there is plenty of space for a terest in preserving the fur-bearing seals 
considerable portion of the overcrowded from extinction. It is & mistake to ap- 

lation of {Great Britain; but we have pro*cb the subject in a belligerent spirit, as 
certainly no room for paupers, and the one 1° which the interest of the United 
labor market is not large enough to States is opposed to that of the rest of the 
absorb shipload after shipl ad of new- world. There is too much disposition to 
comers, if they land with the intention of ™^e mterest of ,the.ümted Statea.and 
-Xing a livelihood, as wage-earoers in roTs^iLr^M
the cities. We require people who will mg tbe United States rests upon the im- 
settle on the land and till the soil and portance to the whole civilized world of 
grow the grain and fruits and wine that preserving the last considerable colony of 
under this genial sun ought to make the fur-bearing seals from the extinction which 
products of Australia famous over the has overtaken the buffalo. A secretary of 
whole earth. Every man who sets his state with the tact and breadth of states- 
foot on our shores with this intention in manship to approach the question from this 
his mind, who is willing to make use of side would probably have escaped the pain- 
the natural advantages of the country, <.“l alternative of national humiliation or 
whoiareadytp work frard and uncom- ^ fZitS d'p!om”Y 
plainuigly in increasing the productive- There is nothinPg ^ tybe correspondence, 
ness of the colony, is-a useful and valu- printed to.bay, to relieve the general public 
able citizen. And before General aopreliension that the bumptious and blus- 
Booth sends any emigrants to this part of taring diplomacy of Mr. Blaine has in- 
the world., it ahduld be his duty to see volved the United States in a more serious 
that work in the rural dis'ricts, or email position than that iu which his last enter- 
holdings. of land, will be provided for prise of statecraft landed us. Tbe Peruvian 
them on their arrival. Otherwise the episode was unpleasant enough ; but we 
scheme will be unworkable, and the un- have already experienced worse in the np- 
fortunate emigrants will fare badly for ceasityof a square back-down bef .re the 
tv. mooivnB British naval demonstration of last summer,

' " and the history of next summer is yet to be
written. There is not the least danger of 
war. The common sense of the American 
people wfll save ua from war over half- 
imaginary difference upon a matter rela
tively trifling ; but a policy of brag and 
bluster, of tricky elision and intemperate 
quibbling muy bring about 
lions with a natural friendly nation only 
leas disastrous than actual war.

1The testimony of a Puget Sound jour
nal on this subject is peculiarly valuable. 
It is published where the sealing is car
ried on, and those connected with it 
naturally know a great deal more abou* 
the fur seal and the sealers than the 
journalists—or the politicians, for that 
matter—of the Eastern part of the conti
nent.

The New York Herald has also a word 
to say about Mr. Blaine’s refusal to refer 
the question to arbitration. Its stric
tures are quite as severe as three - of its 
western contemporary, and are much to 
the same effect. Here they are:

PERSONAL.to consent to an

M. Bray, of Nanaimo, is at the Ori
ental.

H. J. Riley, of Seattle, was in town last 
night. fof !>"

B. Jackson, of Seattle, came over lastI. 0. 0. F.

Installation of Offiers of Victoria and Co- 
x ‘ lumbla Lodges, No. 1 and 2.

On Monday evening last, Columbia Lodge 
No. 1, L O. O. F., formally installed the 
following officers elect with all dùe 
honors : N. G., W. Lee; V. G.; C. 
Monk; P. G. Secy., F. Davey ;
Treas., A. Phillips; Warden, C. Ross 
doctor, A. Jones; O. G., W. Huxtable; J. 
G., J. James; R. S. N. G., A. Day, P. G.;
L. S. N. G., D. Morrow; R. S. V. G., L. 
Doughty; L. S. V. G., E Schaper; R. S. S., 
J. McCallum; L. S. S., J. Crowther; Chap
lain, A. Mackeown.

Last evening it was the 
Columbia Lodge, No. 2, whroe 
installed into their respective chairs by 
D. D. G. M. James Pope. They, are as 
follows : N. G. R. C. Fawcett ; V. G-,
M. G. Blanchard : P. Sec., Wm. Jack- 
son ; R. Sec., R. W. Fawcett (32nd 
term) ; Treas., A. Henderson ; War
den, J. A. tirant ; Cond’r., P. W. Demp
ster ; Chaplain, G. H. Maynard ; R. S. 8., 
A. A. Davidson ; L S S., J. St. C. Blackett ; 
R.S.N.G., H. A. Munn ; L. 8. N. G., R. L. 
Allen ; R.S»V.G.,' David Anderkon ; L.S.V. 
G., M. McCabill : L G., Charles Maynard ; 
O.G., W. H. Huxtable. After the disposal 
of the business of the evening, a first-class 
supper was enjoyed, speeches and songs fol
lowed as a matter of course, and then danc
ing was commenced, tbe music being sup- 
>lied by the Oddfellows’ orchestra. The 

; estivities were continued until after mid
night.

night.
A. Spring, of Seattle, is a guest at the 

Clarence.
W. S. Keene, of Vancouver, has arrived 

in town.
C. H. Watson, of Chicago, is at the 

Oriental/ :
H. G. Boynton, of London, Eng., is a* 

the Oriental.
J. H. Brown and wife, of Nanaimo, is at 

the Clarence. •
J. A. Mayer, of Fall City, Washington* 

is at the Oriental.
Rev. A. Lewis, of N6va Scotia, is staying 

at the Orientât
Joseph Hunter, M.P.P., returned from 

the Sotmd last evening.
D. H. Smith, wife and son, of Tacoma, 

are guests at the Oriental
T. J. Trapp and Stuart C. Scholefield, of 

New Westminster, are at the Driard.
Charles. Wetham, R. P. Cook and C.

are at the DriartL

Menât le Bark. Not Bite.
In several of the ship chandlers’ estab

lishments are to be seen at present diminu
tive cannon, both brass and iron, none of 
them larger than a four-pounder. One of 
these wifi be carried by almost every qne 
of the sealing fleet thii year, but not fpr 
any aggressive purpose. They are to be 
used for firing bombs, in the event of the 
boats becoming separated from the schooner 
in fog or darkness, and are said to make a 
terrific report, though as a weapon |hey 
would be of no use whatever. One or two 
of the schooners carried these bomb guns 
last year, and this, tremendously exagger
ated, no doubt gave rise to the rumor that 
the schooners were supplied with cannon, 
and prepared to resist any or all revenue 
cutters.

P. G. 
; Con-

’
“The offer to arbitrate has been made. 

Why have we rejected it so tartly ? Is 
Mr. Harrison afraid tliat we shall not get 
fair play, or does he insist on maki g de
mands which no court of arbitration 
would concede, because they are contrary 
to the facts and the law ?

“If we only want square justice there is 
no reason to suppose that arbitrators 
would refuse it. If, however, Mr. Har
rison and Mr. Blaine know that they oc
cupy unten ble ground, and refuse arbi
tration for that reason, gthe subject as
sumes a serious aspect.

“And if they propose to tpaintam a po
sition upon which they don’t care to ask 
the judgment of learned arbitrators by 
sending gunboats into northern waters at 
any cost to the peace of this country, 
that also is a serious matter.”

...
turn of the 
officers were

m7. D. Rand, of Vancouver,
ST. üAVlOB'a. Tnfiïfw j„ Senator Reed, of Cariboo, J. A. Mara,

On Tuesday evening, tbe children of St. the Islander last bight^’ M P‘' °*m* l“ br 
Savior’s church, Victoria West, enjoyed a H. Keut, ET V. Bodwell, Dr» TunrtaU 
holiday treat in the mission room. The and A. St. G. Hammersly arrived from 
programme comprised songs, choruses, Vancouver last night 
recitations a,nd dialogues, all by the. child- S. Greer, of English Bay, has arrived in 
ren, who, with their little brothers and sis- town from tjm Mainland, it is said, in eon- 
ters were present to the number of about nection with.the Vancouver election.
76. The Christmas tree contained some- J. W. Horne, M.P.P., and Charles Hay, 
thing for everybody, and tlhrwhoto affair of Vancouver, have arrived in town in eon- 
might be well called a corSpleteamfoesa. neetion with the business of the Paoifi. 
The school itself is prospering under Rav. Coast Insurance company.
Mr. Barber’s direction and now numbers Bishop Sillitoe and Rev. Mr. Jamieson. 
35 or 40 members. .-.a- ‘J tea of New Westminster, will\ be unable to at-

tend tbe meeting of the Council of the Pro
vincial University. . x .

Captain Hackett, of the schooner Annie 
C. Moore, who has just arrived from the 
East, has taken up his quarters at the 
Clarence. He expects to sail for the North 
about the end of the month.

Steamers’ Whistles.
The Seattle Press, under the heading of 

“ Seattle Whistles,” refers to the peculiar 
sounds emitted by the whistles of the va
rious steamers visiting that port. The fol
lowing, as referring to steamers well known 
in Victoria, will be of interest : The Olym
pian has a pleasant sounding, clear, even 
whistle that can be heard for a long dis
tance. The Premier’s whistle is a sort of a 
low, dull, roaring, boss sound, very digni
fied, and conveys the impression of being 
the forerunner of a solid, substantial, slow- 
going boat. The Kingston’s whistle is also 
very dignified in sound, and always is 
.blown for a length of time. It does not 
condescend to blow in a quick, jerky man
ner. The City of Seattle has a three- 
chime whistle. When blown it emits a 
clear musical note, thpt instantly makes 
one think of the boat’s graceful lines and 
handsome appearance. It is very loud, and 
can be heard for miles.

4popu
V
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We have again to remind our readers 
that these are the criticisms of a United 
States citizen who, it is more than likely, 

aa intensely American and quite as 
patriotic as Mr. Blaine himself. We see

$
COMING EVENTS. ^

The Hild-Park Concert cofiipauy, who 
appear at the Victoria to-morrow evening, 
in the Star entertainment seriéà;7 <46-^/ re
garded as true musicians through and 
through, by the best critics irff America. 
They embrace several good vocalists, • Herr 
Hild, violinist, and Miss Park, htdy ebr- 
netist. A treat is looked for iti their 
form&hce. < "

At St. John’s school room this 
evening, a children’s entertainment 
will be given, when the children 
themselves will provide the programme. 
The young folk will also enjo> their supper 
together, and the closing features ot the 
evening will be a Christmas " tree and a 
magic lantern.

The remaining lectures of the course, 
which is being delivered under the auspices 
of the Young Men’s Christian* Association, 
are expected to be of a very interesting 
character. The lectures on dentistry ana 
matters of health were well received, and 
proved to be full of instruction. The next 
is by Mr. Carmichael on chemistry, and is 
likely to incidentally, if not more directly, 
deal with the important subject of Hygiene. 
An important lecture, which i* yet to come, 
will deal with travels ia the East by a

18
FIRST AWAY.

The Schooner Venture Clears for the West 
* Coastanswer to these arguments except 

“We have claimed sovereignty 
over the waters of Behring’s Sea, and, 
right or wrong, we mean to do our best 
to enforce the claim.”

no
this :

Almost all the sealing fleet are now pre
paring for the early work along the coast, 
which will keep them busy from now until 
April or May, when they discharge their 
coast catches, and sail for Behring’s Sea. 
Capt.’ Urquhart’e little schooner, Venture, 
completed her equipment, yesterday, signed 
her crew, and cleared for the West Coast. 
She is commanded by Capt. Smith, and will 
go first to Clayoquot, where she expects to 
procure Indian hunters. Her equipment 
comprises eight first-class canoes, and she 
will commence her hunting off the Califor
nia coast. The Juanita expects to leave on 
Tuesday next, and the Maggie Mac will, ip 
ell probability, get away next Wednesday. 
The Mary Ellen is receiving new sails, and 
the Triumph and Sapphire will be brought 
in to the wharf to refit, in a day or two. 
The Seattle schooner, Henry Dennis, Capt. 
Miner, master, has gone to San Francisco 
to refit, and will, this year, carry two coal 
oil launches, in addition to her ordinary 
equipment of fiyt sealing boats.

r|per- SÜPREME COURT.

(Before Mr. Justice Drake.)

Pitts v. Phillips—This case was opened 
yesterday, and the evidence fur the 
plaintiff is now all in. That of the de
fence will be put in to-day. The Attor
ney-General appears for the plaintiff, and 
Mr. F. Gs Walker for the defendant.

Goods on Consignaient.
Collector Milne has received in circular 

form copies of the declaration to lie made by 
the foreign owner of goods shipped to 
Canada on consignment. This is to be used 
before the collector, or the mayor, or any 
other chief municipal officer at the place in 
the United Kingdom, or in Her Majesty’s 
possessions abroad from where the goods 
are shipped, aud at any other place before a 
British consul, or if thero is 90 British con
sul, then before a foréign consul at such 
place. The declaration is to the effect that 
the shipper is the owner of the goods ship
ped on consignment, described in the in
voice, which contains a full and true state
ment of the full market value when sold for, 
home consumption ; that such fair market 
value includes any bounties, drawbacks, 
royalties, rents <?r charges that may have 
been, or are expected, to be allowed or paid

We have a very 
strong suspicion that thi^is how many of
the men who support Mr. Harrison’s ad
ministration read Mr. Blaine’s letters, 
a,1(l this is the meaning which their 
writer wishes them to convey.
J The Herald also takes the right view 
^ the part which Great Britain has taken 
hi this controversy. It 

“Asa matter of right, England will 
11 ot concede our exclusive claim to the 
fccals when found far out at sea, because 
vve ourselves have made precedents the

*
It is hardly to be expected that a very 

large percen tage of the General’s concerts, 
even after they jUve passed the required 
period of probation in workshop and on 
the farm, will be able to begin life again 
as independent settlers in a new country 
to till the soil and grow grain and fruits 
and wine, let the soil be ever so fertile or 
the sun ever so genial for, as the Argus 
says in another part of the article, “the 
truth is that independence is difficult.”

-I
says :

washb*2» Suitors,Mai
a state of rela- *

.way.
“ As a matter of courtesy, and on the 

■round of international comity, she has 
ds yet shown no unwillingness to grant

Now that matters have settled down in 
the schools, ‘it is learned that ths attend
ance has been materially increased since the 
Christmas holidays. geSTeod-d&w
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