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Pioneer Lumber King Dead5, 1827. His early life was as the early 

life of many another farmer's son in 
the thirties. He chopped wood. He1R.BOOTH DIES; 

WAS LUMBER KING
11drew water; He worked.

At twenty-one he left the farm.„, 
, "I can make more money elsewhere,"| 
;he said, and that his neighbors deemed 

him foolish and spoke their thoughts
|troubled hip: not a whit.

He took with him the wife of his 
choice, who was Miss Rose Cook, mem­
ber of a well-known eastern township 
family.

With his bride and these financial 
assets. Booth migrated to the state of 
Vermont and spent three years in the

or ChristmasrSuggestions
Make It a Day of Joy For Those To Whom You GivePioneer Lumber Man of Ot­

tawa Valley Succumbs 
at Capital.

Rail- 
other

employ of the Central Vermont 
way, bridge-building and doing 
similar tasks.

BUILDERRAILROAD BATHROBE 
BLANKETS

He soon determined, however, that 
the future which he sought did not lie 
in Vermont. Returning to Canada he 
obtained a position in a Hull machine 
shop, where he put a few finishing 
touches to his knowledge of tools.

His first business venture followed 
shortly after and took the form of a 
machine shop which he bought, but 
which was destroyed by fire after eight

Started With $9 at 21, Ended 
Career As Multi- 

Millionaire.

Special to The Advertiser
% by Staff Correspondent.

Ottawa, Dec. 8.—John R. Booth, lum­
ber magnate, died here today.

The grand old man of the Ottawa 
valley dean of Canadian lumbermen, 
and a pioneer of the industry in the 
dominion, would have celebrated his 
89th birthday on April 5 next. Death 
came quietly at 3:15 this afternoon at

6- An entirely new assortment of these lovely 
Beacon bathrobe blankets is now displayed 
on our west aisle, main floor. Just in time for 
that better Christmas gift for “him or her. 
There are Indian blankets in gaudy colors, as 
well as more conservative colors for men and 
there are dainty colors for ladies wear. Real 
Beacon blankets have the name right on 
them. They are so much better in quahty as 
well as designs, too, each one is delivered in 
a special box with beautiful girdle set to 
match. The size also of good Beacon 
blankets is right for the big man, 72 inches 
by 90 inches, enough goods for large, roomy 
bathrobe and slippers to match.

months.
Fought Landlords. *

He next bought a mill and began to 
do business in it, in stalling two single 
machines. At the expiry of the first 
year the proprietor wished to double the 
rent. Mr. Booth said "No." He quit his 
mill and came to Ottawa. There, on 
the site of the huge buildings he was 
afterwards to build, he found another $-252 Metcalfe street..his residence. small mill lying idle.

His first encouragement came in the 
shape of a contract for furnishing 
lumber to the parliament buildings. 
Ottawa had in 1855 been chosen as the 
capital, and a legislative home was- 
needed., 

If J. R. Booth’s career was a record 
of success it was assuredly success in 
spite of obstacles. The great fire of 
1893. which destroyed the greatest 
lumber mill in the world, was followed 
by further disastrous conflagrations of 
1900 and 1903, in which Mr. Booth lost 
millions of feet of lumber. Their ef­
fect, however, was not one of tils- 
couragement, rather it seemed to in 
cite him to fresh efforts.

Through all his reverses, J. R. Booth 
never asked any man for financial as­
sistance in any shape or form; neither 
did he enjoy such boons as tax exemp 
tion or other concessions..

Although Mr. Booth will be chiefly 
remembered as a lumberman, for he 
was one to the time of death, in rail­
road circles his name will long remain 
a living thing in connection with the 
Canada, Atlantic and Parry Sound Rail- 

riding logs way, eventually absorbed into the Na­
tional system. He railroaded just as he 
lumbered, on a large scale. His early 
experience brought with it a prac­
tical training for both, a training to 
which he added the indeterminate 
quality of his own personality. The 
result in either case spelled success.

blighted his lastNo serious illness
of aillness was never 666days, in fact his

he became graduallypositive nature, but
he lapsed /until Saturday, when Presentingweaker 

into a semi-conscious condition, from
fully recovered. His The New CORO

Debutante Pearls
which he never

and daughtersbrothers and sister, sons
were at theand several grandchildren

bedside during his last hours.
Until Saturday morning, he was able

to talk to his family and business as- 
sociates, and for a short time each day 
he sat up in his room. This had been 
his condition since early In November, 
when he came home from his camp In 
the Madawaska district, after spend- 
ing a week among the great timbers 
which he loved, and from which he 
had reaped an immense fortune. 
Princess Erik, his favorite grandchild, 
was the only member of his family un- 
able to be at his bediside.

REVELATION in STYLE
>EVELATION in QUALITY
Revelation in PRICEJOHN R. BOOTH. OTTAWA at and a greatest pioneers, 

a veteran ruder and lumbersh who died in Ottawa yesterday in his 99th 
year. _____________ ____________- ____________: ----------------— — —  - —

BOOTH WAS RUGGED PIONEER,
DINED KING ON PORK, BEANS

Fashion has decreed the dainty in pearls rather than the 
large Never have pearls of more delicate charm, more 
accurate in their impersonation of the genuine, been 
produced—Tiny seed-like pearls, with just a few prom- 
inent beads abruptly graduated at the bottom- or with 
perhaps a fancy motif of oval pearls at the sides.

Pink and Cream Single and Three-Strand Pearls 
Jewelry Department, Main Floor.

COMPLETE-Started With $9.
Commencing life with a capital of $9, 

John Rudolphus Booth accumulated a 
fortune, which is believed to be among

0 Each$7
Canada's largest. From once :
on the Ottawa river, he rose to travel 1 
in his private railway car. From work- 1 
ing as a railway builder, he fitted him- 
self to become a railway owner.

John R. Booth was truly a timber 
king. A forest dominion of more than 
4 000 square miles was his, west to the 

i waters of the Great Opeongo and the 
Madawaska, north far into the province 
of Quebec, and east and south to 
Burlington, in Vermont state, all was 
a part of the great empire of Booth.

A king in fact was John R. Booth. 
He was at the same time an absolute 
monarch and an absolute democrat, 
vou sought him in business hours you 
were like as not to find him in overalls. 
Indoor affairs he left to his sons or 
trusted to members of his office execu- 
tive; outdoor jobs, even in their smallest 
details, he ohself superintended. He 
rose early and worked late away back 
in the ‘50‘s, when Ottawa was not even 
thought of ‘as the capital city. Sixty 
years later he did the same thing—up 
every morning at 6 o'clock, retiring at 
10 at night, and putting from 12 to 
hours of solid labor each day.

Lumber King Faced Death 
in River and Forests 

Often.
Freight Traffic 

Up 23 Per Cent
Special to The Advertiser.

St. Thomas, Dec. 8.—The Pere 
Marquette railroad reports 23 per 
cent, increase in freight traffic for 
the Canadian division. This is an 
indication of what the traffic will 
be when navigation closes on the 
Great Lakes on December 15. The 
local railroads are making prepara­
tions for one of the biggest season's 
since war times#

Constructed, Created.
PR. Booth not merely constructed, 

he created. True, he had no competi­
tion but that was chiefly because 
there was little to compete for. He 
had first to build his railway and then 
develop the trade that was to furnish 
the traffic for it. He built elevators, 
purchased steamships and bought 
wheat

John R. Booth's charities went deeper 
than the mere signing of checks, and 
found their records in the unspoken 
thought rather than the written word, 
In the spring of 1895, he voluntarily re­
duced the working day of his employees

Gift of BeautyPOLITICSSHUNNED*

4 umiture aKroehlerFriendship Responsible For 
Election Support—Was 

Hockey Fan. Beauty, style and comfort are combined in 
this distinctive Kroehler living-room suite. 
Beautifully upholstered in steel and jacquard 
velour.

John R. Booth well-known through­
out North America as a lumber king 
and railroader, was perhaps one of the 
most outstanding figures in Canadian 
life. The rise of J. R. Booth from a 
humble beginning on a farm until the 
day he became the timber king, makes 
a fascinating story of the achievement 
of that type of Canadian of which the 
nation can be proud.

To picture the headlights in his

from 11 to 10 hours without any cor­
responding reduction in wages.

John R. Booth was not much of a 
politician. He was too busy, and per­
haps too wise to seek or sustain such 
a role. On very few occasions was his 
voiced raised in the political arena.

Mr John R. Booth could lay claim 
to the record that during his long life, 
he was hardly sick for more than a 
month or two, except when he met with 
an accident. His remarkable vitality 
and rugged constitution were evidenced 
in- 1913, when he suffered a compound 
fracture of his left leg and several ribs 
were injured.

He astounded both his family and the 
I attending physicians by recovering so 
rapidly that on December 6 he was able 
to be up and about.

Indomitable Spirit.

handle a slab which would come under 201

Priced atthe octogen-
he withstood

the experienced eye of 
arian. For many years

Untilthe advance of the motor car.Silent of the Past.
Short of stature and slightly stooped 

was J R. Booth, as Ottawans of the 
present generation knew him. White 
hair and beard formed a square, 
granitic face, tanned by exposure. In 
which two bright blue eyes glittered 
keenly but not coldly. Of late years 
rather sparing of speech, he indulged 
in few reminiscences and gave no auto- 
biographies of his ascent up the rough 
hewn path of fortune.

Booth first saw the light of day in a 
small stone house on the outskirts of 
the village of Waterloo, Que., on April

an accident a few years ago he was a 
familiar figure behind a spanking team 
of bays. An accident and family inter­
vention switched these outgoings to a The Kroehler enables you to do with one less bed- 

room. without sacrificing any of the attractiveness 
of your living-room or the comfort which a real bed 
gives.

The Kroehler is an unusually beautiful piece of furniture, with 
ct il r. BICHE donne the FYi 

that an ordinary davenport affords.

car.
career, one only needs to think of him 
as a young man from the farm who, 
because of his great ambitions for 
success shook the shackles of the farm 
from him and with a capital of but 
nine dollars stepped out into the world 
of commerce with the determination to 
win. After years of toil he leaves 
forests over the entire dominion meas­
uring more than 4,000 square miles.

There were many highlights in his 
life. There have been days when he 
rode his own log boom in . the 
riotous waters of the Ottawa River; 
days when he rode his own private 
car, and days of hardship and days of

Had Rugged Constitution.
Mr. John R. Booth could lay claim 

to the record that during his long life 
he was hardly sick for more than a 
month or two, except when he met Chesterfield be sure to see the handsome designs we are now showing 

on the Third Floor.Before selecting a Davenport orwith an accident. His remarkable 
vitality and rugged constitution were 
evidenced in 1913, when he suffered a 
compound fracture of his left leg, and 
several ribs were injured. On tills 
occasion Mr. Booth, who always be­
lieved In doing a day's work himself, 
was down in a pit in the millyards 
helping to remove some debris from a 
timber mill which had been burned. 
While working there, a large beam 
fell upon his leg,' breaking it, and 
many thought, as he was then 86 years 
of age. he could not recover. He as­
tonished both his family and the at- 
tending physicians by recovering so 
rapidly that on December 6th he was 
able to be up and about, although it 
was not until the following spring that 
he resumed his daily trip to the mills.

Perhaps the narrowest escape John 
R. Booth ever had throughout his 
eventful life was one morning a few 
years ago when a coffer dam, which 
had been built in order that a new 
flume to one of the mills could be con­
structed, gave way without warning, 
and the Incoming waters from the 
Ottawa river swept one of the em­
ployees to his death, and only missed

Ithe aged lumberman by inches.

YOU RELISH COFFEEIF On another occasion in May, 1919, 
Mr. Booth slipped in attempting to jump 
over a small ditch, and in failing frac­
tured his left arm. Again fears were 
entertained tor his recovery from such 
a serious injury, at the age of 92, but 
he could not be downed and within a 
few months was back again on the job.

IHis constant desire to be daily at his 
|beloved mills was a source of constant 

worry to his family tor day in and day 
out. snow or rain, sunshine, or cloud, 
“Old John R.," as he was affectionately 
called by those who Anew and loved 
him, would insist upon his trip around 
the plant.

He was always an admirer of things 
I beautiful, in particular of flowers, of 
I which chrysanthemums were his favor-

and FragrantWith That Rich Flavor 
Aroma. Try

ROWAT’S COFFEE, 75c Lb.

T. A. Rowat & Co.
£50 Dundas St. x Phones 3051-3052

A CHRISTMAS GIFT OF THOUGHTFUL CHOICE

THE DESIGNERDAINTY KRINKLE 
BEDSPREADS

GIFTS THAT BRING THE SMILES. 

$6.75, $10.95, $12.95.
and $16.50 Each

The popularity of these Bedspreads make them 
particularly pleasing as Christmas gifts. Our 
shades are correct in tone to match the modern 
bedroom. See these on the Fourth Floor.
Cotton Krinkle Bedspreads, 76x100 inches
Rayon Krinkle Bedspreads (artificial cillo) new stripe, 76x100 inches ............... $10.95 each
Rayon Krinkle Bedspreads (artificial, silk), 
two-tone shade, 78x100 inches ........ $12.95 each
Rayon Krinkle Bedspreads (artificial silk), 
damask flounce, 90x108 inches........$16.50 each

affluence.
A Remarkable Man.

Mr. Booth was considered the most 
remarkable man for his age in busi- 
ness. He was born in Waterloo, 
Shefford county, Quebec, in 1827, and 
educational facilities at that time were 
the poorest. But through hard study­
ing in the evenings he acquired the 
rudiments of education. He used to 
spend his leisure hours in his youth 
building small mills with his own 
hands, and these mills, little more 
than a plaything of childhood, . were 
perhaps the beginnig of ambitions.

Mr. Booth was one of the founders 
of the St. Luke’s hospital, and up till 
his death was governor of the hospital. 
He built and presented a new wing

Wouldn’t you miss seeing 
the sunshine, the birds 
and nature’s other beau­
ties?

CopyYear
IF YOU SUBSCRIBE FOR ONE YEAR.

GIVE YOUR EYES 
PROPER CARE

BROWN OPTICAL CO 
QUALITY BEYOND

QUESTION.

Subscription lists will be open for a limited time at the 
above rate. The Designer is one of the best household 
monthlies and we know of no other that can be obtained 
at such small cost, 'iy^e- monthly.

ites. , ...Mr. Booth was a director of the
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, president 
of the Dominion Nickel and Copper 
Company, and a director of the Canada 
Cement Company.

Only three children survive the dis- 
tinguishe, nonagenarian: Mrs. A. W. 
Fleck, C. Jackson Booth and J. Fred 
Booth, all of Ottawa. His two brothers, 
including Col. E. J. Booth, of Burling­
ton. Vt,. and a sister, also survive. 
These relatives and Mrs. Ora Craig, his 
constant companion and nurse for many 
years, were all at Mr. Booth's bedside 
when the end came.

PREMIER'S TRIBUTE.
• Canadian Press Despatch.

Ottawa, Dec. 8.—Premier William L. 
Mackenzie King expressed deep regret 
this evening on hearing the news of 
the death of the late J. R. Booth. The 
prime minister believed, however, that 
the thought which would be uppermost 
in the minds of all who had witnessed 
Mr. Booth's near approach to the com- 

]pletion of 100 years would be one 01

Phone 1877. 
LONDON. BEGIN WITH THE CHRISTMAS 

NUMBER

223 Dundas St. 
MONTREAL.

in 1915.
Stickler For Detail.

He was a stickler for detail and the 
proper method of accomplishing even 
the humblest of jobs. It might even be ■ 
the correct holding of a crosscut saw 
out in his domain of pine, which ex­
tended from the waters of the Ottawa 
to the shores of James Bay, or it might 
be the awkward way in which an em­
ployee at the yards in Ottawa might

His Narrowest Escape.
, As was his custom, Mr. Booth was 
down in the new flume watching the 
men at work, when suddenly an 
ominous cracking sound was heard, 
and workmen looking up from their 
labors to the coffer dam were horrified 
to see the timbers bulging, while water 
commenced to pour through in ever-

New Doll Babies
: New-born babies, with natural baby- 
llike bisque head, sleeping eyes soft 
I body fully dressed, in long embroidered jonusiin baby dress, only $1.75, at

:Red Star News Co
10 MARKET LANE.

The Christmas number is now here. Each month there 
are fashions, short stories and serials, pages of household 
hints and recipes.
Special subscription offer, 12 months for 90c, 7% a copy 

Pattern Counter, Main Floor.pride and, thankfulness for what his 
life and example meant to Canada.

"Mr. Booth," stated Premier King, 
“was indeed one of the fathers of 
Canada, and it is not too much to say 
that it is to men of such sterling worth 
and indomitable will as he possessed, 
more than ought else, that we owe the 
development of our dominion. .-

"He belonged to the race of hardy 
pioneers who possessed wide vision, an' 
abounding faith in their country and 
the genius of being able to link those 
virtues to practical achievements.

“Of his many great qualities, none 
was more marked than the unostenta­
tious natural simplicity and directness 
of character which he maintained so 
resolutely to the end of his days. He 
never lost the sense of a just apprecia- tion of human as well as material 
values." , ., 42

I Tributes’ are also , paid to the ; late 
lumber magnate by Rt. Hon. Arthur 
Meighen. Conservative leader;
Robert Borden, former premier of Can- 

ada: Sir George Perley, M.P., former 
Canadian high commissioner in Lon- 
den, England, and others. •

Funeral arrangements have been 
made for Thursday afternoon at 2:20 
o'clock, when services will be conduct- 

led at the residence of the late Mr.Booth. Premier King, RC Hon. A. 
I Meighen and members of both houses of 
I parliament are among those who are 
I expected to attend..
I No word had yet been received at a . 
Ilate hour tonight from Princess Erie, 
I the deceased magnate's favorite grand- 
child, who has been visiting in 
I Europe. Whether Princess, Eric is 
I now on her way home or is still in 
I Europe is so far not definitely known., OVER 
- but advice from her is hourly expected.] OVER
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Colds
All colds should be treated

with vapors, for vapors alone 
can. carry the medication DI­
RECTLY to the air passages and ---------------------------------- , Ottawa I bound them was sufficiently strong to 

staunch supporter of the Ottawa ; the latter to forsake his
hockey team, and on the occasion of ; habitual reticence and act as chairman 
the championship play-off here b etween | £ several meetings.
the locals and Vancouver in the winter atiseis related that Mr. Booth was 
1919-20 he had the honor of facing the to the present King when, as 
puck, and was presented with a mag 1 of York, the latter visited Can-
nificent floral horseshoe by the club. Duke and that he entertained the royal 

Too Busy For Politics. |tourist to a shanty dinner of pork and
- beans, after a journey on a er b of 

squared timber through the Ottawa 
lumber sluices.

3Cote1 Suighton 
Atlantic City, N.J.

ESTABLISHED 1875
TN the center of the exclusive beech 
1 front section. Spacious open and 

inclosed sun decks. Hot and cold 
sea water in private bath rooms. 
New fireproof addition. Orchestra of 
soloists. Private garage on premises. 
American plan. Phone Marine 1020.

Increasing Tore to Sei was and 

warned by the shouts of thomh in the 

his escape that the dironde 
=noth, who had nearly gh e2 
f anet one of these APIVE general election above reached down and pulled his 
employer to safety.

Supported Senators.
While he never took a very active 

interest in athletics, Mr. Booth was

lungs..
Vicks is a "vapor" treatment 

in salve form., For deep chest 
colds you first apply hot wet 
towels over throat and chest to 
open the pores, then massage 
briskly with Vicks for five min- 
utes, spread on thickly and cover 
with a flannel cloth.

Vicks not only penetrates like 
a poultice or plaster, but the in- 
gredients, vaporized by the body 
heat, are inhaled all, night long.

This double action usually 
checks the most stubborn cold

John R. Booth was not much of a 
politician. He was too busy and per­
haps too wise to seek or sustain such 
a role On very few occasions was his 
voice raised in the political arena. 
Friendship was responsible for one of 
them as it was indeed for much that 
was unusual in the great lumber kings 
career. In the campaign preceding the 

of 1896, which resulted 
In the accession of Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
to power, the late Hiram Robinson 
was the English-speaking Conservative 
candidate in Ottawa. He was also a 
friend of J. R. Booth and the tie that tending

latest reproductions of thethis time represent theOur stocks of FURS at consider your furIt is now time to GRANGE MEETS.handsomest models in the fur trade, 
needs.

APPLE GROVE
9.—The regularMiddlemarch, Dec. 50-tf

Our fitters are • 
experte, $1.50 toS 
110.00. We have 
Trusses to fit ■ 
ail needs. I 

_ ANDERSON & !
Cut shows one of eur NELLES, 1

many lines. Dundee St,

meeting of Apple Grove Grange was 
held recently. All the officers were 
re-elected. Worthy Master Harry 
Palmer was elected trustee for three 
vears W. E. Wardell, master of the 
Dominion Grange, and Miss Hattie 
Robinson, secretary, are in Toronto at 

the 52nd annual meeting.

to show the various 
prompt attention.

that if will give us great pleasureWe can assure you
and be assured of ourlines. Call, writs or wire us overnight.

SPITTAL BROTHERS, LIMITED
333 RICHMOND STREET, LONDON Siu—tx 2fit2
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