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and even worse in its general principles,
by which the Prime Minister, under the
cloak and guise of drawing together in
closer harmony the different parts of the
United Kingdom, intends to found insti-
tutions which must tend ever and ever as
time goes on to sbparate |in temper, in
mind, and ultimately in nationality.
(Unienist cheers.)

Prof. Bryee, Chancellor of the Duchy of
Laneaster, replying “to Mr. Balfour, said
that it was net by representing Ireland
in the most odious possible light and
by inflaming prejudices that national unity
could be created. 'Mr. Balfour had de-
seribed the measure before the House
as placing Ireland om a lower level
than a colony, while at the same
time he had magnified the importance
of the concessions made in the bill. One
part of the right honorable gentleman’s
speech had been made to contradict the
other. Mr. Bryce concluded by observing
that in his opinion it was a practical
scheme, possessing the elements of stabilit
and appealing to tie botter and higher side
of human nature.

John Redmond (Parnellite) said that
while in sympathy with the broad prinecis
ples of tha bill he found in it grave blots,
and felt it was imperative to press for the
amendment of many of its provisions. He
regrotted that the right honorable member
for East Manchester (Balfour), had
desconded to the threats that when the
Conservatives should come into power
they would exercise the veto power.

Mr. Balfour protested that he had made
no such threat.

Loxpox, Feb. 14.—Wm. O’Brien, M. P.
for Cork city, said this morning in
an interview regarding the Home
Rule Bill: “Our chief reservation is
on the financial question.  The
mdin lines of the bill are a noble and
suflicient settlement of the national claime.
We are able to heartily recommend Irish
acceptance of the measure. It gives sub-
stantial control over our domestic affairs.”

Jobn Burns, the labor member for
Battersea, said he was greatly pleased with
the bill, although from a democratic point
of view, it was not an ideal measure. Mr.
Burns added that notwithstanding objec-
tions to some clauses he would certainly
support the measure.

Hon. E. Blake’s Popularity.

Loxpox, Feb. 14.—Mr. Blake was much
pleased with the hearty welcome given him
when speaking at Walsall, Pontefract, last
week, He will speak to-morrow at Cam-
bridge University Liberal Club, Wednes-
day week at Peckham, on Saturday week
at Hull, and on March 1 at Hampstead.
Many other requests for addresses from
him continue to be made, but Mr. Blake
has deferred other fixtures, being anxious
to avoid an over-strain.

Pointing Poleward,

Loxpox, Feb, 15.—Frederick Jackson,
T.R.G.8., who is preparing to make an
Arctic expedition, wili leave next summer
with a party of eleven. He will establish
a depot on the southern coast of Franz
Josef Land, and from this depoy asa basis
of operations will explore northward the
rest of the summer. He will return to the
depot before winter, and a year from next
spring will go northward again, establish-
ing along his route a series of depots until
he reaches latitude 84° or 85°, where he and
his party will winter.

An Unlucky Month,

Brussers, Feb. 14,—January is cere
tainly a most unlucky month for the
royal family at Belgium. It was in Janu.
ary that the only son of King Leopold died,
and the same mouth witnessed the mysteris
ous tragedy in which his son-in-law, Crown
Prince Rudolph, lost his life at Meyerling.
In January, too, Prince Baldwin, son of
the Count of Flanders and nephew and heir
to King Leopold, died two years ago, snd
one of the sisters of Prince Baldwin likes
wise passed away in January.

It was in January that the King's favore
ite palace of Lacken was burned to the
ground, destroying an immense amount of
historical relics, souvenirs and archives
and treasures of every sort, aud January
of the present year hus been signalized by
the burglary of the Count of Flanders’
palace, the robbers carrying oft most of the
jewels of the Kiog's kind-bearted and
good-looking sister-in-law,

So thoroughly has the royal family of
Belginmn come to look upon January as &
month particularly fatal to their house
that they never make any plans or projects
for the first month in the year, which they
jnvariably await with fear and trembling,
never knowing what sorrow it is going to
bring them.
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