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their power to continue the ReciprocityTreaty
on terme favorable to this Province. The atten-
tion of this government bad also been drawn
by the Committee on Fisberies to the exaction
of duties hy the Newfoundland government
from our lishermen on the Labrador coast.
Money had also to be provided for the construc-
tion ofthe Pictou line of rail way on as favora-
ble terms as possible. The governmeut, ton,
had been authorized by this house to obtain
the services of a thorougbly competent Inspec-
tor of Mines. Immigration was another sub-
ject which we felt was pressing upon our no-
tice, and might be cousiderably promoted by
the information we would be able to obtain in
London on the subject. The result was that
the Attorney General and myseif were ap-
pointed delegates te proceed to England in
connectinu with these very important ques-
tions. We proceeded to England and the re-
sult of our visit Is detailed in the papers which
are now before you.

I may state, however, that we bad the bon-
our of an interview with the Right Honoura-
ble the Secretary of State for the Colonies
soon after our arrival. At that interview my
colleague and rnyself stated the deep interest
the people of Nova Scotia feltin the renewal of
the Reciprocity Trenity, and called the attention
of Mr. Cardwell to the fact that, notwithstand-
ing the represeutations made by this Govern-
ment upon the right to be consulted ln rela-
tion to any treaty which would deal so
largely with the territorial interests of
this Province, we observed with surprise
and regret that in the paper recently laid be-
fore Parliament, and which we had seen for
the first time after our arrival in England, It
was stated that Sir Frederick Bruce, the Bri-
tish Minister at Washington, had only been
instructedl to confer with the Government of
Canada upon that subject. Mr. Cardwell re-
plied that the action taken by ber Majesty's
Governmenr, had been at the instance of a de-
putation from the Canadian Government, and
that they would now be prepared to give the
fallest consideration to any representations
which we had to offer on the part of Nova
Scotia. We urged the rights which all the
Provinces interested had to be consulted ln
regard to a Reciprocity Treaty affeting the
whole, and the increased weight which their
joint and co-operative action would give to
any proposals which migh t be submitted, and
the greater security wbich would be afforded
that any treaty concurred ln by representa-
tives from the different governments of all the
colonies would be accepted by the varions Le-
gislatures by which such treaty would require
to be adopted. We also referred to the desi-
rability of an early understanding between the
governments of the different caionies as to the
best means of meeting the altered circumstan-
stances in their trade, ln case the Reciprocity
Treaty were not renewed. At a subsequent
interview Mr. (lardwell did us the honour to
submit the draft of a despatch to hiselxcel-
lency the Governor-Generil, authorizing bis
Lordship to summon a Confederate Council
upon commercial treaties, to be composed of
representatives from the governments of Ca-
nada Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, New-
founiland, and Prince Edward Island. In
response to the action of that Confederate
Council, subsequently beld under the-auspices

of the Governor-General, arrangemants were
made to send deputations to the West India
Islands and elsewbere for the purpose ofopen-
ing up, if possible, new channels for trade, and
meeting the emereencv that might arise from
the repeal of the Reciprocity Treaty.

We placel the matter of the exaction of du-
ties on our fiserimen on the cnast of La-
hrador in the strogt lighit possible, though
i regret to say that tie correspondence which
is here detailed did not result as we would
wish. There is no'indisposition on the part of
the Imperial Government to give effect to the
views of this Legislamre, but the Secretary of
State bas decided that the law under which
the Government of Newfoundland bas levied
these duties having received the aisent of Her
Majesty, there is no power remaining in the
bande of the Imperial Government enabling
them to Interfere with the matter; and the on-
ly course that under the circumstances remain
to us is to test the question in the Courts of
Law in Newfoundland, and then if necessary
by appeal to the Privy Council. I have little
doubt that such a course would prove the ille-
gal character of this exaction.

We placed ourselves in communica-
tion with the International Contract
Company in reference to the construc-
tion of the proposed line of railway.
Raving satisfied ourselves, by careful enquiry,
of the ability of the Company to fulfil their en-
gagements, we were extremely anxious to
embrace the line to Annapolis, as well as that
to New Brunswick, witbn the contract; but
the obstacle interposed by the clause in our
act providing for the construction of those
ines, which authorizes the Governmentatany

tine forever to assume the ownersbip of the
line, was so great that we were defeated in that
object, and but for the combination of interest
between the International Contract Company
and a company in course of organiz ition, with
a large capital, for the purpose of open-
ing the Spring Hill Coal Mines upon an
extensive scale, we could not bave ef-
fected a contract even for the Trunk line.
In the course of those negotiations we f ind it
necessary, for the purpose of promto;iig the
construction of the Rilway, and opeiiing the
mines, to assure the Hon. Mr. Dickey and J.
Levisey, Esq., who represented some ten min-
ing rights of search at Spring Hill, that the
Government would give to the holders of
those areas the fullest privileges nonsistent
with the law and regulations relating to mines
I may bere mention that a contract was si-
multaneously entered into betwee i the repre-
sentatives of the New Brunswidk Govern-
ment and the same company, for the extension
of the line from the border of New Brunswick
to Moncton. As the whole question of the con-
tract l fuilly detailed ln the papers before you,
I shall merely draw your attention to the fact
that there le one respect ln which we consent-
ed to depart from the legisîstion of last session,
I am sure, however, that our action wilI meet
with the hearty concurrence of both sides of
the House. We relinquished the right on the
part of the government to capitalize the sub-
vention, unless by mutual consent, and this
Proviace bas been relieved from th i obligation
to take £80,000 stg. of stock, authorized by the
act,-six per cent. Interest on that amount for
twenty years being accepted as an equivalent


