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FARMERS, ARE TOU GETTING VALUE ?
There il more frein to be marketed Hua 

year in the Prairie Province* than ever be
fore in the history of Canada. It is the rev
enue eeeured from thia frsm that sup|*>rte 
the larger portion of the population of the 
three provineea, either directly or indirectly. 
In the disposal of their grain the grain grow
ers should keep an eye out to see that they 
are getting the very beet |waaibl* returns. 
The grain buyer that paya an extra $10 or 
116 per ear, ia not always the on< who gins 
the farmer the beet returns Many aueh 
buyers are using the profita they make out 
of the farmers to prevent any improvements 
in market rendition* If all the farm#-»*' 
grain went into the hands of surh buyers, it 
would mean that in the i ourse of a roupie of 
years the farmer* would lie taking »n an 
average two or three rents per bushel leas 
for their grain than they are today. Thus, 
for the present, if these buyer* are paying a 
cent above the market price to the farmer* 
they are planning to get it berk with heavy 
interest in the future. There i* another clam 
of grain dealer* who are not interested par
ticularly in market conditions. They ha ml le 
the farmers' gram on a commission of one 
cent per bushel, and it matter* not to them 
whether the price ia high or low, liera uæ 
their commission is just the **m<\ It must 
be apparent to every thinking farmer that 
neither of these classes will aaaiwt towards 
condition* where the farmer will get the 
complete value of hi* grain, less only trans
portation chargea to the ultimate market. 
The only way that such condition* can lie 
secured ia by the farmer* co-ojierating with 
each other for the marketing of their own 
grain. They have been doing wo for several 
years past to a considerable extent through 
their own company, the drain Grower*' 
Grain company. Thia company i* the child 
of the Grain Grower*' association* of the 
three Prairie Province*, and ha* already 
grown to lie the largest grain company in 
Canada. There are now more than 13,000 
farmers who are shareholder* in this com
pany. The profits made by the farmers' 
company have been large and have lieen used 
for educational work and to assist in the 
struggle for better conditions generally. The 
Grain Growers’ Grain company ia now 
operating all the government elevators in 
Manitoba and two of the big C.P.R. terminal 
elevators at Port William. In Saskatchewan, 
through the Saskatchewan Co-operative Klc- 
vator company, the farmers are rapidly de
veloping their own interior elevator system. 
There ia no way by which the grain trade of 
this country can be conducted to give the 
farmer the full value of his grain, except by 
the farmers doing their own business through 
their own companies. Conditions will not be 
right until the farmers handle their own 
grain through their own companies from the 
tinle it is threshed until it reaches the ulti
mate market. And when the farmers have 
solved the grain question the natural step 
is towards the flour milling business, where 
today very large profits are being made.

CONTRIBUTIONS ALONE ARE FUTILE
There seem* little doubt but that the gov

ernment will recommend Parliament to vote 
p2il.iNNI.tNNt or *:k),000,<N)0 in cash or war
ships as a donation to Great Britain. Kvery 
man in Canada will gladly aid Great Britain 
when there is any real need for it. But this 
is a business proposition and the people who 
pay the hill are obligated to themselves to 
consider the matter from every phase. First
ly, Britain ia not in danger, as has been clear
ly demonstrated by Premier Asipiith. Win
ston Churchill and Lloyd George, and if any 
living mortal knows the facts they do. Then 
again, Canada's contribution cannot be ef
fective in less than two years, as it will re
quire that time to construct the battleships. 
Dritpjd is not short of money If the Ger

man "peril" w what I be naval advocate* 
paml it, there will I* war Iwfore that lime. 
But even if Canada and the other oversea* 
llomtnion* contribute to the British navy 
will that give any real awl toward* universal 
peace f This i* a most important question 
The fart that Britain receives aid from the 
other Itommion* is not going to prevent Ger
many from building steadily, and unies* 
Britain provoke* war (which ia unthinkable# 
the situation will remain unchanged and the 
crushing burden of war eX|M-nditurea will 
continue. To those of u* living far away 
from the armed camp of Kurofiean nations, 
it aeema very at range that Britain and Ger
many cannot come to an understanding on 
the naval question. Germany, with a popula
tion of 66,000,000, and rapidly increasing, 
with a large and growing commerce, with the 
world's greatest military organisation, will 
lie very reluctant to submit to any terms that 
will admit the superiority of Britain with a 
stationary imputation of 40.0tNI.lNNl. The 
crying need of civilisation ia that these two 
great leailer* in intellect, commerce, acj.-nee 
and art get together ami bring this killing 
burden of armament to an end. Canada 
could not lie better employed than by bring
ing sImiuI such an understanding. The un
derstanding must come or there will lie war. 
Nothing ia more certain. These two great 
power*, armed to the teeth, cannot many 
years remain facing each other without open 
hostility. The Anglo-Saxon race has led 
the world in the path of civilization and 
democracy, ami demonstrated its ability to 
fight on la ml or sea when necessary, has 
colonized in the only manner that makes for 
|M-rmam*nce and has established the only 
widespread empire that has endured. With 
thia record to its credit, the same progressive 
race owes it to civilization to lie ‘‘first in 
peace." Canada ran aid in this great cause. 
When all honest efforts towards a |ieaceful 
understanding have failed, then, ami only 
then, can a war. which will lie the greatest 
crime of civilization, lie justified even in the 
eye* of the Anglo-Saxon people. Why can
not Canada assist in bringing Britain and 
Germany to an agreement to arbitrate their 
differencesÎ It must come to that in the end. 
If Canada would appropriate 41.000.000 an
nually to the pro|mganda of international 
peace it would accomplish more than 4-'l0.* 
000,000 devoted to war or preparation for 
war.

lion. F. D. Monk, Minister of Public Works 
in the Ottawa Government, has resigned be- 
cause Mr. Borden will not fulfil his pledge of 
taking a referendum on the naval question. 
When a cabinet minister resigns because he 
cannot conscientiously follow the government 
there is hope for democracy in Canada. If 
Mr. Monk doe* not take some other equally 
good position in the gift of the government, 
he will stand as one of the biggest figures 
in Canadian publie life. In the past, cabinet 
ministers have allowed their salaries and 
honors to soothe their conscience into for
getfulness. Mr. Monk regards principle ns 
something above the spoils ami honors of 
office.

The merger of the Bank of Nova Scotia 
and the Bank of New Brunswick, which was 
announced last week, brings the total num
ber of chartered banks in Canada down to 
twenty-five. In 1886 there were 41. and near
ly a dozen mergers have taken place within 
the past five years. The Bank of New Bruns
wick has no branches in the West, hut in 
Kastern Canada there are nine towns in 
which both banks now have branches. One 
of the branches will be closed in eaeh case 
and competition to that extent will he cur
tailed. We are getting nearer every day 
to having a money trust in Canada, which 
will Ik- intolerable.

The Toronto News announces that Mr. 
Borden's pledge to refer the naval question

to Uir peuple did out apply to the emergency 
policy but only to the "|M-rmanent policy." 
and that this referendum will take the form 
of a general election in the course of the 
future. Mr. ltord«-n must know that thia is 
not the understanding Of the people lie 
must also know that it is not imeeible to 
get the opinion of the people on any subject 
by mean* of a general election. The people 
expect a Imn* fide referendum which ia the 
only means of ascertaining public opinion 
accurately

Much ia being made of the fad that tin 
4. I. t'a*e company have repudiated the state 
ment of their sale* manager and now state 
that there ha* been no increase in the duty 
on threshing machinery. We published 1 lo- 
fi r*l letter in good faith, and when it wa* 
contradicted we published the correction 
I low many of thorn- journal* that now attack 
The Guide ever publish correction* of their 
own malicious misstatements? Not many 
The Guide stand* ready at any time to cor 
red any error published in its page*

Itwn'l forget The Guide Refi-rrmliim on 
eight very important questions. The ballot 
will lie published in our issue of Dcccmlier 
II. Nome of our readers have mistaken the 
announcement for the ballot. But there will 
In- only one ballot ami that will lie published 
in six weeks. The questions will be publish
ed frequently Be ready to mark your ballot 
The result will lie important

It is announced that the t'.P.R. will pay |:t 
|N*r cent, dividends next year. Thia an
nouncement ia for the pur|io*e of lioosting 
the market price of the stock so that the 
latest “melon" will he a good one. Why 
not make the dividend 20 |ier cent.? The 
C.P.R. have the people by the throat now 
and might as well take all they can get.

Rudyard Kipling is out on the stump in 
support of Sir Max Aitken. Mr. Kipling 
write* forcible poetry and fiction, but Max 
can give him points on the cement business 
Mr. Kipling is one of those extreme conscien 
lions Imperialists who do not consider can- 
fully the welfare of the common people in 
their dreams of lm|ierialism. Ilia company 
will not enhance his reputation for high- 
minded Imperialism.

If the protective tariff is really a benefit 
to the Western farmers then they should 
know it. Some Western farmers claim to 
favor protection. We will pay 410 to the 
first grain grower in the Prairie Provinces 
who will send us a letter giving facts ami fig
ures to prove that the protective tariff has 
increased his net income as a farmer in the 
past ten year*.

Government inspection of banks ami tin- 
publication of the reports of the inspectors Is 
necessary for the protection of both share
holder* and depositors, and provision for this 
should be made in the new Bank Act. Some 
of the bankers object to government inspec
tion. Can it be that there is something about 
their affairs that they wish to hide?

The eut in the duty on cement, made by 
the government several months ago, expired 
on October 31. The duty now goes back to 
the original figure of 52 rents per barrel. The 
cement combine will be glad, anil the price 
of cement will at once jump to the full limit 
of the protection.

The land speculator who inak»-s money by 
increased values which he does not help to 
create, is a parasite sucking the blood of the 
farmer and city worker. He should he taxed 
until his operations are no longer profitable.


