
Page Four
THE BRITISH COLUMBIA MONTHLY

CANADIAN AUTHORS’ ASSOCIATION
delegate to Third Annual Convention held.at Toronto.Report to BnTsh Columbia Branch by Mr. H. E. Steele, 

Your delegate has tin- honor to report that lie 1 - *t X an- 
couvt-r on April 14ill, and (in the Army phrase) ""proceeded 
the bounds" to Toronto, which he reached in time lor the 
opening u$ the Convention.

The first meeting opened at in a 
27 th. in the Reference Library on 
President. Mr. J. Murray Gibbon,
Regular and Associate Members wen- 
being such prominent ligures as Mrs.
Montgomery), Madge MacBeth, J. <’.

m. on Ft iday, April 
( 'ollege St reel. 1 he 
presided. Over B>*> 
present, among them 

Macdonald (L. M 
Stead, Sir John 

Willison, Victor Morin, Castell Hopkins, Hon. Justice 
Surveyor, J. L. Garvin. Candide ol the Toronto Saturday 
Night (Mr. Deacon), and many others.

Mr. Gibbon opened the proceedings by delivering the 
President's annual address, in which he very ably spoke :n 
support of fostering Canadian literature; detailed the suc
cess ol Canadian Book Week for 1B22; reported on Hit- 
Copyright Act situation, at that moment at a climax in 
Ottawa; justified the action taken by the Executive in dis
continuing the use of the Canadian Bookman as the official 
organ of our Association; and complimented Hit- French 
section on the unselfish zeal with which it had promoted 
Canadian literature, hoi h French aird" English--compliments 
which the delegates of the French section attending the 
Convention eonelusB oly demonstrated by their subsequent 
activity, as full> justified.

Mr. it. K. Sandwell, the Honorary Secretary, delivering 
his report, as well as that of the Honorary Treasurer, who 
was unable to be present, informed the Convention that tin- 
total membership of tin- Association is now ss7 and that 
receipts for the year totalled $B,S2A. of which a sum had 
been expended that lett a balance in the treasury of $213.

Various resolutions wen- then passed, of which Hu-
more important were:

Endorsement of the proposal to include in the Canadian 
orial to Louis Hemoti. author of "Maria Chupdelnino."

Endorsement o fthe proposai to include- in the Canadi -a 
Exhibition 1 rain which is to four Fram-e a selection ol 
Canadian Literature, both Fren'-h and English. Mrs. 
George Black and Mr. Louvigny de Montiguy. of Ottawa,
were appointed to supervise the selection ol the literature 
to be tints exhibited.

Endorsement ol the report ol the comnvttee on *t ) 
Canada* which advised that it considered flu 
version most suitable.

Endorsement of the appeal from the auHmrHes 
Louvain Librarv for contribuHons of boot s 
restore the library. This appeal 
members of the Association 
works to Louvain ’ 
than common enthusiasm.

As a result ol d-settssion on Hie Copvvig' t 
gram was sent to c > Hon .1 \ t> Mi M:n$st
and Commerce, to d nnv s'"if,> th >t \s
ateil his efforts lo put the hill Hoom’i in 
toi\ to tlv authors and to show t’vjt ft, 
solidly behind him in the 
drawn up bv a eommittei 
Standwi-11. Morin. St. ad 
Surveyor, and Mi m- 
"The nlian Anti

R. s. w,

with whi.-fi to 
included a request that 
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etH-e it was endorsed with a litth- mon
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Reports from the branches were then read, beginning 

with that of the Vancouver Branch, as your delegate ap
peared for the most Westerly branch actually represented 
at the meeting. In what he modestly considered an able 
and vigorous speech he gave full details of the activities ot 
the branch during the year, as supplied by Mr. A. M. Pound, 
and advised the Convention of the state of health of Mrs. 
Isabel Ecclestone MacKay, as well as of the regrets of 
other members of their inability to attend. The report was 
received with enthusiasm by the meeting, and numbers of 
people afterwards asked your delegate to convey their con
gratulations to the Branch on achieving a year of activity 
which made it conspicuous. This went further to convince 
your delegate that he had delivered his report with out
standing success, but such illusions were shattered by the 
subsequent discovery that none of the newspapers even 
mentioned it. ^

During the morning, the results of the balloting for 
President, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer were an
nounced, the members elected to these respective posts be 
Ing Mr. Robert J. C. Stead, Mr. Jules Tremblay and Mr. L, 
J. Burpee, all of Ottawa, the names of whom were enthusi
astically acclaimed. Suitable comments were then made by 
the retiring President, Mr. Gibbon, the President-elect and 
the retiring Secretary,. Mr. Sandwell. Hearty thanks were 
tendered by Mr. Stead to Messrs., Gibbon and Sandwell for 
the fine work they have done for the Association, and his 
words were heartily endorsed. Mr. Sandwell in the absence 
of the Hon. Secretary-elect, had the unusual but pleasant 
experience of recording an appreciation of his own work in 
the Minutes of the meeting, and assured the Convention 
that In- would record it in such terms as would immortal
ize him.

Breaking off for luncheon at 12:30, the members wer * 
photographed by ‘still and motion picture cameras which 
were operated from every conceivable position, with the 
Usual devastating results.

Business was resumed in the library at 2:30 p .m. and 
carried on till 4:30 when all attending the convention ac
cepted the kind invitation of Mrs. John Garvin, 2M Russel! 
Hill Road, to tea at her residence, and enjoyed an oppor
tunity ot pleasant conversation and much-needed refresh
ment.

In the evening, at 8 p .m., the delegates to the Conven
tion. and others, attended a conversazione at the .Royal 
Ontario Museum, by invitation of Professor CuroIIy, who 
was On hand to explain the exhibits. A record turn-out re
sulted and an enjoyable evening was spent in inspecting the 
Museums splendid collection. It was interesting to spectr 
late on the tact that here we beheld tlie most advanced 
L-aib-is ot i anadian thought—surely the youngest of schools 
—stiiking up an acquaintance with the representatives of 
Ihe most ancient school we know of—the Egyptian, whose 
mummies spoke to the guests through the glass cases in 
which they lie. The exhibits include the finest collection 
o' ’ antiquités in the world, relics of all the bet*or
v.iown <’.\ihza ions ot bygone ages, a gallery of arms and 

paiticulavly interested your delegate, and 
>Meh amiable creatures as the dinosaur, the 

memory ot whose appearance is calculated to disturb tin 
s' of tin- stioncost minded of authors for years to come. 

•ountLul l» 11 oshments rounded off an evening of peculiar 
Interest... .

1 '* ollow ing morning business was resumed at
a m nu> names of those elected to the Council were 

~nnonneed h> the scruitineers. These will be sent to

armour which 
skeletons of


