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would repent ; or as she more than once expressed it, | grieve away the Holy Spirit ; it nay be that sin, for
« AT FATAL REsOLCTION.” Had she actuslly re-| which all the sighs, and groans and tears of a worll
d and embraced salvation tAen, instead of simply | could not atone. This mere purpose to repent has
resolving that she would do it, her death, though in|long enough been peopling the world of perdition. It
the morning of her days might have been peaceful | is one of the darkest devices of Satan. It is not to be

and triumphant, her memory blessed, and her immor-
tality glorious.

But how was it that.a reselution to repent and be-

_ come a Christian—a tesolution so ‘solemnly adopted,
*and to be executed so soon, could have led to a result
sodisastrous 7 The answer is clear. We see in this
case the deceitfuluess of the human heart and the dark
device of Satan. Instead of yielding to convictionand

 repenting at once, she was quieted by her resolution,
until the cares and pleasures of the day could have
time to come in apd take possession of her soul. Her
resolution was so flymly made and so soon to be ac-
complished, that she f8lt in a measure secure, and her
anxieties subsided. Théresolution that she would re-
peat that day, calmed her apprehensions, and thus re-
moved from her mind the most:powerful stimulant to
do it now. The effect upon her'vonscience was that
of a deceptive and deadly opiate ; f\Julled to a futal
slumber, to be broken only by the angelaf death.

How many, as we have reason to fear, are going
down to the pit under the same delusion ! 4mpeni-
tent reader, is not this your case 7 Why are youn so
unconcerned ? Is it not that you are purposing to ze-
pent hereafter 7 Would you—could you be content to
live one day, one hour, in this unprepared state, if
you had not some such opiate to stupify conscience
and perpetuate its slambers ?  Suppose that it were
now revealed, that in a few short hours death would
be upon you, would you not be awakened ? would you
not with great earnestness scek the Lord while he
might be found ? But what real difference is there be-
tween the condition here supposed and your actual
condition now ? Death is certain to come. Why
then, when the fact that you. must die ere long is so
certain, why do you feel so little solicitude to be pre-
pared ? With the tremendous alternative of heaven
or hell appended to your decision, what satanic delu-
sion holds you in fatal slumbers >—what but this de-
lusive purpose to repent hereafter ? Take away this,
and the vain hope which hangs upon it, and would
you slumber ?—No more than you would slumber un-
der the trumpet of the last day.

The deceptive influence then of this resolution—
this mere purpose to repent, can at once be seen. It
Perpetuates that insensibility which threatens, even
now, your soul’s eternal ruin. No matter how firmly
You may resolve to repent hereafter ; the more firmly
you resolve, the more imminent perhaps is your dan-
ger, for the greater is the probability that you will
trust in it, and that conscience will be silenced. No
matter how short the period before your resolution is
to be accomplished. Though it were merely * to go,
and bury your father,” or “‘bid them farewell that
are at home at your house ;” if it admits a single half)
hour of delay, it involves a hazard for which the
wealth of kingdoms would not compensate. It is
2 wilful delay of repentance, now commanded ; it
may lead to diverting company or care ; it msy

trusted, even for an hour. It is like the pilgrim’s
‘ enchanted ground ;** he who sleeps there sleeps in
the gate of death. If religion ever has any value, it
has that value now. If its sanctions ever 1w ll e bind-
ing, they are binding now. If the Most High ever
will have a claim to your obedience, he has that claii.

now. The business of religion is a business to be

transacled, not to be trifled with or delayed. It re-
quires not simply your purposes, or promiscs, or i -
solutions, but the immediate surrender of your hear+;
a cheerful submission of your wsll to the wornl and the
Spirit, and holy will of God ; a cordial ucquiescence
in the method of salvation through Jesus Christ. It
is a concern in which no man’s word can be takea,
even for an hour. Not even the mnost solemn vow,
if it fix only on a future petiod, can meet that high
and holy injunction which ¢ now urges all men erary

where 1o repent.” O then, by the uwful majésty ot

that God who thus ¢ commends”—by the tremendou
dacisions of his last tribunal—by the ampzing worth
of your own soul—and above all, by the infinite love
of Him who has died for sinners, be constraincd to
REPENT NOW.—dm. T'raet Sociely.
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' DIVINITY.

THE SUBSTANCE OF A SLRMON.
By tHe Late Rev. E. Harer.

“Brelhren, pray for us.”’—1 TmEs. v 23.

I po not nce’dggo doubt whether you have frequently
suffered this word of cxlortation. This text, I pre-
sume, has been ofteo read from this place, and as fie-
quently enlarged upon,_ It eannot be hoped, that any
thing new will be said oy it. You will not thirk it
grievous to hear what you have often heard ; for Tam
sure it is safe that ¢ your puré minds be stirred up by
way of remembrance.” &

The subject itself is, however, g little out of tiie
common line of preaching. It is a geyerul rule that
the children should be provided for by t'h\:ir parents,
and not that they should lay up for them. “Qur bu-i-
ness is rather to seck your profit than ours ; and¢o im-
part something to you, rather than to ask any vhiqg

from you. But this rule may properly enough adinfe
of some exceptions. \We may certainly e permitted, -

without any breach of decorum, occaxivnally to ly
our own case before you, and, ouce in the year ut
least, to prefer our requests to you ; especially if your
granting requests may turn out, in the c:nq, as niuch
for your own advantage, as for ours. ‘This, | trust,
will indeed appear to be the case.

The nature of our present request, I suppose, yon
already understand ; viz. that you should pray for u-.
We do not mean that you should pray at us. There
is & way of'pnying at people, by secming to tell the
Searcher of hearts (who knows sbundantly better than

'we), all the real or imaginary faults of thase for

whom we pretend to pray in their presence, and in
the presence of others. I cannot recommend this me:




