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My DEAR 8IR :

Otgawa is the only town of Oatario
where Catbolics are a msjority, Itis
also the only town on this continent
where the minority rule by law. The
Kpuln\ion is as followe : —

te. Cath, Pro.
1851 2,962
1861 6,402
1871 8810
1881 11,521

Total.

7,670
14,669
21,545
27,422

4708

8,267
12735
16,901
MUNICIPAL BISTORY,

In 1854 an act passed incorporating
Bytown as the City of Ottawa, The
division into wards was so “gerrymand
ered” that three wards were assigned the
Protestant minority, while the Catholic
majority were hived in the remsining
two, The new council stood in the
P tion of three Protestants to two
Oatholics, the reciprocal of the ratio of
the relative populations; and this
ratio has been pretty generally main-
tained ever since, any of the Protestant
wards only rm}y electing a Catholic.
The first official act of the new council
was the—selection of a Protestant mayor.
While the selection of the Chiet
Mogistrate was vested in councils we
have only one Catholic msyor., The
second cflicial act was the diemissal of
every Catholic employee of the Corpora
tion substituting Protestants in their
piaces, This exclusion has been pretty
closely followed ever since, The per.
manent employees appointed by the

tion pow in office, with salaries
of and upwards, consist of fifteen
Protestants, with aggregate salaries of
$17,840, and nine Catholics with $7,460,
Though the Irish Catholics constitute
about a fourth of the populaticn, they
receive of this the munificent sum of
£840, Besides this the council indirectly
control the expenditure of the Callegi-
ate Institute, as they appoint the trus-
amounting io $8,000 for teachers
and_ others, all Protestants, I am in
formed. No exception is taken to the
incumbents, it is only the system is
criticised.
BELFAST AND OTTAWA COMPARED,

In the proceedings of the Royal Com.

the recent Belfast riots,
the k, a Mr. Black, under oath
testified that the population of Belfast is
between 225,000 and 230,000, of whom
100,000 are Catholics, that the municipal
council consists of 40 members, 10 alder-
men and 30 councillors, When asked
how many of these 40 are Catholios, bis
reply was characteristic—a black record
“not one.”” Nor could he name & single
emp above ihe status of a common
laborer under the corporation, Is thisa
fair specimen of British Protestant to!-
eration and liberality 1

It was further eworn that there are in
Belfast four elective boards, viz., tke
municipa!, the water, the poor law, and
the hugor; and in these four boards there
{s just one Catholic. Ottawa is not quite
as far sdvanced as the “modern Athens,”
but what with its annexation and other
schemes, it is on the high road-to perfec-
tiop; and if it bae not attained that proud
eminence, it is not for wani of a will
amonget & mojuity of our separated
brethren, of whom the Free Press is & dis.
tinguished and shining light.

nntc.s‘non.h W
der the old regime the whole chil-
dr:{;nwere educated togetter. With the
pew diepeneation came eeparate echocls
for the majority, which seems contrary to
lawas I understand it. The Ligh schocle
are supported by the whole people
Previous to 1674 the msjority here had
not a tolitary re resentative on the
board, and eince then are orly allowed
two out of ¢ix.
A SECOND “GERRYMANDER"” ATTEMPIED,
" Alarmed at the encroachment of the
spapacy” on their sacred preserves, the
asoendancy faction of the dominant min-
ority conceived, in 1884, the brilliant
of a second shuffle of ward re.dis-
mtion, which, if consummated, would
e their ascendancy for another half
mxry. The proposition, which was

#hin an ace of being carried, was

er more nor loss than the re-arrang-

t of the three original Protestant

ds into five and to leave the two
holic wards undisturbed. This would
the Protestant minority fifteen

en and the Catholic msjority six.
cheme was barely frustrated

agh the manly courage, sturdy hon.
sand fine sense of justice of Alder-

sl Brown ; and you may be sure that

ing to the Government that ten

ituted two thirds of sixteen.

‘ THE NEXT MOVE.

sthing daunted at their recent fail-
like brave and resolute Spartans,
Jost no time in leuinﬁ about a new
me. They bit on the ingenious
doe of annexing New Edinburgh,
h did not require the twothirds
and the silly “Popish” geese fell into
p. None object to the annexa.
R on fair terms, nor can the villagers
‘sentured in their éndeavors to secure
moet favorable terms of admission,
Mo council appointed a committee to
sonifer with the village guardians as to
ferme of union, The vice-regal suburb

insisted on being admitted as a ward
with full representation, if approved by
a plebiscite of their ratepayers,
Pogulntion of each Ward and New
Edinburgh :—
1881,

2 966
8,688
4,627
4,959
: 5638 6572
New Edinburgh ... 594 $95

In 1871 there were in the village 168

Catholics, and 173 in 1831,
PROCEEDINGS IN COUNCIL,

When, after ratitication at the village
poll, the scheme came up for final de.
cision in the courcil, all the Protestants
voted for, end every Catholic contra.
The vote stood eight for and seven
sgainst; the Mayor—a Catholic of purer
Scottish linesge than yourselt—voting
with the minority, reeulted in a tie,
and his casting vote secured its defeat
for the nonce, Notice of recontidera-
tion was forthwith given. In the mean-
time, threats and blandishme1its, abuse
and “button holing” were vigorously
plied on the recusant mayor, hope and
fear appealed to and a vauiting ambition
stimulated, with the reeult that our
weak kneed mayor at the critical mo.
ment capitulated, surrendered at discre-
tion, opened his gates, and handed over
the keys of the citadel without striking a
blow in its defence. Indefentible asis the
conduct of the mayor, that of Mr. George
O Keefe is still more reprehensible, and
it all I hear is true, for the success of the
scheme he is primarily responsible, No
man, nor yet an angel, could play an
intelligent, thinking people, jealous of
their rights and watchful of their liber-
ties, such fantaetic tricks with impunily.
The most extrasordinary feature of the
whole proceedings is the inexplicable
conduct of the aldermen for Wellington
ward, Ever since that ward became the
most populous they have been con-
tinuslly crying out for increased repre-
sentation, yet, they, one and all, voted
for the admission ot the village—with
full representation of a population less
than a sixth of Ottawa and an eighth of
Wellington Ward, By this increace of
Protestants they expect to have two.
thirds for another distribution scheme,
tor it will give twelve Protestant alder-
men to eix Catholic,

APPEAL TO THE LOCAL G_VERNMENT.

The wronged and oppressed e jrity
appealed to the local government for
protection as a court of last resort. la
the hands of honest, intelligent sdvo-
cates, the case is 80 clear, just and
cquitubla, that it would be d flisult to
conceive any fair minded, unbiased per-
son dcciding against; and so thought the
Ontario Government. The best evidence
of their acquiescence is in their allowing
the time fixed by law for issuing the
annexing proclamation {0 lapse, The
same tactics which proved so successful
to coerce and intimidate the mayor
were plied with like effect on the
still ?oro weak kneed Liberal Govern-
ment. The heighing of the *Protestant
horse,” or rather the braying of the
ignoble animal which struts, poses and
gnnde- in the hide of that once stately,

ut now happily defunct steed, fright-
ened the government into an ignomin.
jous retreat, and so disconcerted their
equanimity that they lost their heads, as
is evident from the commission of an
illegal act, a truly edifying example for
ministers to set the populace to obey
and revere the laws, The attempt at
spology is too thin to deceive an un.
washed neophyte, It is incredible that
the temporary indispoeition of one mem-
ber of the cabinet would not only clog
the wheels of state, but actually
bring the whole machine to a
standstil,. Nor can the doctrine
be acocepted ingeniously dirguised
with the green mantle of “Home Rule”
to extract the gullible Irish eting, which
assigns the government a pessive agency,
only for giving eftect to the wish of
the interested parties  without any
option of their own, The manifest
design of tke Legislature in imposing
this duty on the executive was to allow
them a wide discretion in the exercise
of the prerogative in doubtful or unjust
cases like tho present. Why, ther, was
not the annexing proclamation not issued
within the time fixed by law? The
question admits of only one rational, in.
telligible answer—the goyernment ruled
against the prcject, and afterwards in the
face of their own decision and convic
tions yielded to the clamors of bigotry.
True Liberals, who set principle above
place, would march onward in the path
of duty, heedless of abuse and misrepre-
gentation, and submit, if need be, to a
thousand defeats rather than abandon a
just cause or tarnish their reputations.
The Ottawa Free Press, in veiled phrases,
like the Delphic oracle, hints ihat an
aepirant for the Carleton Registrarship
guarantees the government inmunity if
they, in their turn, guarantee him the
coveted prize, In other words this
place-hunter carries in his breeches
pocket the Catholic vote of Oitawa to be
bartered in his own interest, for that is
the only legitimate inference which can
be drawn from the organ’s mutterings,

REPRESENTATION IN THE CABINET.

Whatever the attitude of your col-
leagues, it doas sppear to me that resig.
nation was the only honorable and
dignified alternative left you, assuming
that you are in fact as well as in name
the representative in the Cabinet of
Ontario Catholics, I respectfully sub-
mit that your co religionists are entitled
to a full and candid explanation oi your
course on thisimportant question; and I
confess my surprise and disappointment
that you have not deigned to do eo long
before this.  With your apparent dere-
lection, it is imperative that they stould
learn from your own lips how far

ou practically represent them in the
abinet as special guardian of their
menaced rights and liberties, How
many more surrenders to bigotry may

1871,
3,089
3166
3,474
5,138

Victoris
Wellington..
%t. George

not be made? Mr. Mowat's lejter is far

L . ARG MR T i

from reassuring, particularly where be |
impresses his rev. correspondent of your |
many Presbyterian ‘‘cousins, uncles and
aunts,” Besides the general interest
which I in common with the rest of my
countrymen have in this matter, there
are specific reasons which justify me in
intruding, I hope without oftence, this
importaut question on your attention.
FIRST REASON,

During the electoral campaign of 1378
Mr, Ellis, then of Prescott, now super-
intendent of the Welland Canal, come
to my house to solicit me to go to South
Grenville in support of the Oppceition
candidate, In declining his request I
said substantially as follows :—“Mr.
Ellis, than I there is not in the Domin-
ion another more earnett in his opposi-
tion to the Mackerzie Government, or
more willing to lend a hand in their
overthrow. Yet, if the 1seue of the cor-

test depended on my going cr mot I}

would etill refuse, Because, as you are
aware, there are in Ontario but very few
constituencies where a Catholic has a
ghost of a chance of election, South
Grenville is one of these few. That
riding is represented in the Lceal by
Mr, Fraser, who mskes a very credit-
able representative of his claes; and
though I believe Mr. Fraser is no
friend of mine, yet I could not consis-
tently go, lest my so doing ehould tend
to weaken his hold on the constituency.
This is why I cannot go aud can only
wish you succees.”” When I took that
stand I bad reason to believe that your
friendship was of the *“over the left”
kind; and that you were instigating the
drunken vipers of the Toronto Tribune to
slander and misrepresent me, Nor was
1 unmindful that while in 1875 you were
peregrinating from *‘Dan to Beer:heba,”
soliciting my countrymen to vote for
your Protestant candidates, you refused
point blank the invitation of the late
Hon, Malcolm Cemeron to be Lis guest
and go with him to Duncanville to it flz-
eunce the Russell convention in getting
the nomination for O'Hauly, Your tele.
gram to Mr, Cameron, refuzing to come,
now lays before me ; aud it was his behief
that if you had come I would have
secured the  nomination.—I may add,
that he felt mo:e annoyed at what he
designated your treachery than I did,
BEC ND REASON.

In the “Full” of 1882, the Hon, John
0’Dunokoe and Mr. P, Boyle came to
Oitawa to organize for the local electione,
to coneult me about the conduct of the
campaign, and enlist my active co oper-
ation, (l’ may remaik enfpaseant that in
1879, with the defeat of McK<rz'e still
ringing in our ears, my counsel of otfer-

ing, as Liberals, no oppoeition to the
local government, Jrevmled)‘ For many
years previously, Mr. O'Donohoe and I
acted in complete accord on public ques

tions generally,. We held views absol-
utely identical and worked in perfect
unison in every agitation having for its
aim the amelioration of the status of
Irish Canadiacs and the practical recog
nition of their equality as citizeus
From our previous relations it was
not unreasonable that Mr, O'Donohoe
should calculate on my sympathy and
support, After hearing my friends pro
gramme, I spoke to the following eftect:
—“While I entertain no great love or
admiration for the Mowat Government
__with its timid, ‘shilly. shally’ policy, as
witness the annual tirkering at the
franchise until the qualification is in
such chaos that it is hard to know who
is entitled to vote—sound Liberals would
cut the ‘Gordian knot' and march fear.
lessly forward to the plain, intelligible
and easily unJderstood goal of universal
suffrage, While such is my opinion of
the Government, I cannot approve of
opposition until, at least, I see my wa
clear to replace them with better, whicz
T am unable at present to discern. I will
not knowingly countenance a policy
of whose propriety I am doubtful, nor
embark in an enterprise to whose utility I
am not reconciled. I will not incur the
grave responsibility of advising such of
my countrymen as may be disposed to
heed my counsel, lo cast their ballots
against Mowat, for [ cannot conscienti-
ously say that such a proceeding would
be in the interest of the people in gen-
eral, or of lrishmen in particular,” 1
would not mention this matter, though
no secret, without the consent of the
Enrlieu, but their opposition was well

nown to be open, active and undis-
guiced,

Had I then, my dear Fraser, but con-
sulted personal inclination, notﬁing could
be to me more gratifying than
the defeat of the Government, ex
cept lending & hand in its consumma-
tion. I had many & score to settle,
many a slight to avenge, I knew the
Government individually and collectively
were using their influence to pull down
10y chantier and bury me in the ruins, I
knew that my honest criticism and fear-
less, outspoken condemnation of that
travesty on Liberal Government, yclept
the Mackeu zie regime, gave mortal oftense
to the caucus, and that my sin was re.
gistered amongst the unpardounable; and
the correctness of my conclusions have
been confirmed by succeeding events,
I knew I had nothing to gain but most
to losa by your success, knew that if
I allied with the Opposition and took an
active part in their battle, “heads or
tails, I win, For though they
lost in Toronto, they had friends
in ‘Ottawa in a position to reward my
gervices, Add to this the belief, well or
ill founded matters not, that I possessed
a lever of immense power in the cam-
paign, Mr. Mowat knows to what I refer.
Surrounded with these temptations,
impelled by these incentives, with a dis-
interestedness never excelled, [ sat silent
aud inactive, only casting my ballot for
the Government candicdate, because,
and only because, that I could not recon-
cile with my conviotions that a change
of government could then be in the

WHO WAS RIGHT !

When in the light of recent events I ack
myeelf who was right ? they or I, I find
myeelf impaled on the horns of a dilemma
—‘hetween the d——! and the deep sea”
—the Protestant bull of the Mail on one
gide, npreaentil:} Satan; the weak, vacil-
lating, Liberal Goveryment on the other,
the deep ses, For the most anti-Irish or
acti-Catholic ccmbination cou'd hardly
do woree, or act more meanly and cow-
ardly than your Government in this an-
pexation busiess, There is, however,
one rule which can always be followed
with safety, equally applicable to parties
as individuals—*If & man deceive me
once the fault is his, if twice mine.” This
may be supplemented by a leaf from the
geod hooE—"By their deeds thall ye
krow them; every tree is known by its
fruit.”

WHAT HAVE YOU ACCOMPLISHED}

In looking back at your long and con.

Rinuous miuisteriel carcer, in 1eyiewing

your uriuterrupted steward-hip of thii-
teen years a8 a representative cf the
Catholic minciity, willing to give you full
eredt apd “naught in melica set” for
your opposition to Orange incorporation,
aud commendable pluck and courrge ia
agcompanyirg the stoned proceseion In
B rovto, for 1 fully recoguize how easily
and conveniently a trimmer could evade
that parade; yet, [ am amezed at the bar
reuness of your record. I cannot lay my
finger (n one poritive act, «xcept some
focty amendments to the separate school
luw, of a character to improve the etand-
irg of your co-religicnists, You will not
plcal waut of opportunity, for then is
your occupaticn gene, You may have
conferred bencfits of a negative Kind,
which are not so easily grasped or
measured, Your infloerce may bave re
st'a'ned and ccntrolled the anti-Catholic
elcment in your party, for, unforturately
stch feeling has mary adherents in both
patics, Nor will I deny the «fli:acy of
negative virtues, ‘‘an ounce of prevention
is worth a pound of care.” But it does
se¢m to me after makirg due allowance
for the difficulties which may be:et you,
thst a man whose heart was in his work,
who was zealous in his mision, should be
able to point to amore atisfactcry record.
Advarced thirkers are agreed that repre
geutative institutions, under the bare ma-
jority test, bavirg fai el to realize the true
fntent of delegated authority—a hearing
for every class and intere:t of the com-
monwerlch  proportional to numbers,
Th's cswentially democratic ductiine has
no a!l.r adv_cate than the Hon. Edward
Blaic. Receutly, in the ekatirg iink
bere, I was charwed, no lees than edifiad
and instrusted by his powcrlul eloquence,
cogent 1easonirg and c itiesl enalysis of
the inadequacy of the present system,
whch be felicitously iilustrated by a com-
parisor ani coutrast of the proportione of
Liberal axd Conservative ele:tors axd
represectatives of Ewstern Ontaric, as
registercd and claesified at the last g neral
election, The former to the latter are in
the ratio of thirty one to thirty five (1
quote from memory), snd the representa-
tives as three to twenty-seven, instead of
being according to pumbers—as fourteen
to sixteen, Recent legislation in the case of
Toronto admits the principle ; the thin
edge of the wedge being inserted, but
more, it is to be feared, for party gains
than public utility. I see no reason why,
by this time, the cumulative system ot
voting is not introduced in the provin-
cial elections, municipal, scholastic and
legislative ; nor do I see any incu erable
difficulty in its practical application. It
is an old saying, “Where there’s a will
there's a way.” It is po invasion of
Protestant rights, no infringement, no
curtailment of Protestant privileges to
deal equitably with Catholics, No Pro-
testant interest worth preserving can
poesibly euffer by doing Justice to Cath-
olics, Itis not improbable that had you
and your party been in the “cold
shadea” for some of this time much
more would have been accomplished in
the way of reform, Opposition seems
to be the true sphere of the reformer,
Power enervates, possession satiates
CONFLICT OF PARTY AND MINCRITY INTER
ESTS

There are unfortunately some public
questions on which the Catholics of Oat.
ario, whether Liberal or Conservative,
find themselves at variance with party
platforms. Take as illustration the
reconstruction of the Senate. As &
Liberal I am thoroughly in accord with
the Opposition in their objections against
its present constitution, whilst I recog-
nize on the other hand that it would be
criminal folly for the minority not only
to assist in the change, not only to look
passively on, but not to use every con
stitutional means in their power to secure
ite defeat. Iwas the first man in Canada
who publicly condemned both in my
remarks at the Reform Convention, and
in my address and campaign speeches
to the clectors of Russell, the nomi
native principle then introduced after
tecent condemnation as reactionary and
retrogressive, Now, after ninetecn years’
experience, I, as one of the minority, am
constrained by the hard logic of facts to
revoke that judgment and to stand by
the present system. With the incep -
tion of confederation the Catholics of
Oantario had not a eingle representative
in the Senate, so that the nominative
had, not only po advautsge over the
elective to recommend it, but had the
additional danger of retrogression. But
now the Ontario minority have not only
a fair but a generous representation
(tive), Hence they cannot support re:
construction unless guaranteed fair re-
presentation, 3

Take as & second illustration a promi.
nent plank in Mr, Meredith’s platform—
lp%ointmmt by county councils of
public officiale, as sheriffs registrars,
coroners, etc, The adoption of that

lan would be an evil day for the minor-
ity, with naught to commend it to the
majority, but its novelty, Had he pro
posed the elective principle, it would,

interest of the Irish inhabitants of Onta.

rio.

at least, have the merit of being pro-
gressive. Whatever chance exists now

for the minority of getting a little ehare,
the proposed cinnge would extinguish,
There is, at least, this advantage on the
present system of sppointments : men
occupying the highest positions in the
state mn{ fairly be assumed to possess
some, at least, of the qualitications com-
meneurate with their high trust, They
are slways in the presence of a vigilant
public “opivion. They are cloeely
watched, their every act, and convassed
and criticised, They have charac-
ters to make or to break, reputations to
maintain or mar, which compel them,
nalens vo'ens, t» pay some deference to
public decency, while from the ignorant
and irresponsible rings which mauipulate
and control councils nothing can be
hoped, 1 may add that lam in accord
with the Government in their so-called
pilfering of municipalities—your fault
lies in applying the rod too sparingly. [
was, I believe, the first to suggeat to Mr.
Blake when Ontario Premier, and after-
wards to Mr. Mowat, who carried it
out, the commendablé chinges of
sppointing  division  comt  clerks
and bail ffi by responsible author-
ity. In givirg my reasons for
the change, 1 well remember having a
lively “set to” with the former, who in his
arrogant and repuliive way sought to
biowbeat me for impugning in - the:e
sppointments the honor of the Jadgee,
though before the c'ose he may have
thought that they were not all like Cosar’s
wife. I hope that if the Government by
sustained, as the signs of the times, the
political barometer, indicate, whatever
may be my opinion of the propriety or
{impropriety of the virdiet, that you will
ley the-e suggeetions to hea:t, judge them
on their intrinsic meri‘s, and with a3 much
gusto as if they emanated from an exalted
personage; and remember that you will be
watched by keen, vigilant, jsalous eyes,
A DIGRESSION,

Mr. Mowat does the Catholics of
Ontario lees than bare juetice in exoner-
ating them of evil designs against the
rights or liberties of their Protestant fel-
low citizene, of any intention of seeking
undue ¥rivnlegcs or dangerovs conces-
sions, of any plotting to extort special
tavours, or conspire to do or participate
in any other act that would be inimical
to the best interests of our common
country, F.om long and varied experi
ence on the subject of Catholic claims
and demands, I am in a position to state
with the nudlorily begotten of experi.
ence, For the last thirty odd years I
bave been intimately identifiad with
every movement and agitation in Onta
rio, whether on the platform, in the

proceee, nor with the'name of the alcho.
mirt or the sorcerer’s wand. The promul.
ga‘ors of theee silly, no less than mischiev.
fous, sccusations cynnot reflect on their
character, or they could not fail to per.
cuive their absurdity, and that they carr
on their f ce their own refutation, It
would be incredible,were we not witnesses,
that any sane person could work him
self up to such mental tension as to enter-
tein, much lees belicva, so foclish & pro-
ositlon,  Juet thirk om it, A weak,
espised minority, a minority compar.
atively without wealth and its cccompany -
irg irfluence, without prestige, without
organ’zation, se'z'ng, as it wire, by the
throat, & vigilant, powerful, cfllaent,
Jealous mejority, and in the elang of the
highway man demaunding—*your money
or your life.” '1'» discuss this absurd
pretension further would be pure logom-
schy.

Nor is the twin charge of rais‘ng see:
torian issuee a whit more rubstantial, 1t
is utterly bopeliss to reason with a buman
being capable of ruch extravagaut
and imsaginary credences, in svite of
the evidence of bis own senses, Sot
us down as konaves, if you will
but don't deny us a little common
sense, What could we possibly gain by
raising sectarian issuer] Scarcely a sixth
of the population, ours would be an
unequal contest in the moet relentless
and eanguinary of all struggles, a
struggle of the kind which never yet
knew quarter, and in which the actors,
forgetting their humanity, emulate
demons i atrocily. Such a combat
could have but one denowement, the weak
driven to the wall, their pcrtion certain
defeat, disaster, ruin, extirpation. It is
only comparable to the ideal conception
of a bare handed, silly dwarf challeng.
ing to mortal combat a giant armed
cap-a pie. Accept our aseurance, genile-
men, that we are not such geeee as to
ruth voluntarily into the jaws of destruc-
tion unless we all get into the D, T.'s
The Cattolic bierarchy and clergy need
no viudication at my bands. They are
vindicated by higher authority,

Having sketched the muuicipal history
of Ottawa, [ shall in my mnext briefly re-
view its political rarrative, the growth
and progress, ebb and flow of Liberal prin-
ciples, ¢mbellished with pen and iuk
eketches of the chief actors in the drama,
This, if of no other utility, with serve a
useful purpose as & piece cf tratbfal his-
tory of the events recorded.

Yours very respecifully,
J. L. P. O'Haxwy.
O.t.wa, 11 h December, 1876,

s ™o -

ress  or closet (uot the lodge),

aving for its object the materiel
improvement of Irish Cunadians
and their elevation to a plane co cqual |
with the rest of the people, In all
these lorg and trying years, I can say
without egotism, that whoever was
tkipper my band was continually at the
helm, If the measure of abuse, slander
and misrepresentatim which fell to my
share is any criteriom of usefulness,
devotion or ability, then would I be
entitled to rank as the bravest in camp
and the best in council. The utmost
extent of our demands, our most extray-
sgani claims consist of supplications to
be treated as our neighbors : slaves only
would be content with less. To be
treated and trusted like the rest of our
fellow-citiz2ns is our most earnest desire,
our highest aspirations, our supreme
ambition. This is our country, too, the
birthplace of some of us, an accidens: the
place by choice of others, an essentis We
sppreciate our heritage as much as any
other section of the peuple. We know we
are co-partnersin the country’s proeper-
ity and adversity. The aftairs of our Pro
test ighbors t be beneficially
or injuriously affccted as a whole without
similarly acting upcn us.  We claim to
be as good, as patriotic, as law-abiding
citizens, as true, devoted and loyal to

the population. We ask to be judged,
inspected, branded by the same standard
of individual worth, merit, excellence, by
which the rest of the community are
weighed and measured. We pledge our
gacred honors, the only heritage which
some of us, at least, ever possessed, to
abide by these teats, Not a murmur sha'l |
be raised nor a whirper heard againsi 1he |
the just decrce, which 1¢jects the unfit
or consigns the unworthy to appropriate
oblivion, We do not want, it we could,
to build a “Chinese wall” of separation
beiween us and the rest of the people,
for, if only on purely seltish
instiucts, we kuow that we would be the
greatest, if not the only sufferers, Let
them marvel not, however, if we marmur,

Canada as any other class or section of | x

o Urdiun'lons;

Mygr. Fahre, A chhishop of M. ntreal,
couferr-d racred and o'her orders on the
fo lowing candida’esin the Ch p1 of the
G and Seminary, M ntreal, «u the 18th
inst, Filty six assisting priests por’o med
the imposition of kands,
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sometimes loudly, at urjast euspicions
and unfair diccriminations. We prtest,
and will continue to protest, agairs® being
jgnored, set aside, ostracised from the

public servica of our couutry, crushing
audable embitlon, because of the acui-
den's of birth or “bringing up.”” We a:k
for fair play aud po favor in the sharp
struggle for existence, in the corllct of
clashing Interests, consclous that if our
Jamps are mot trimmed we will b2 left in
darknces,

Nor are we unmindful that by an inex
orable law cf our being (the strong prey
c¢n the weak), religlous minorities in the
most favorable circumstances of exper
ence Jabor under many dicadvanteges,
Many of these bearing the outwar! gitise
of religlon we recognizs s the cunniukly
devised subterfuges of selfi.bness, which

collects tribute alike from virtueand vice
This knowledge robs eubordination of
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much of its sting, restrains incrdinate «x
pectations, and minimises j st demands
within prudent moderation,
UNFOUNDED CHARGES AGAINST CATHOLICS.
Oatholics are every now and then
charged with extorting f:om the Govern [
ment privileges dcnied the reit of the
people, The mature and «xteut of the |
concession are to vague and intangib'e

vanish into thin air like the “buseless fah-
vic of & vision,” The publ'c are never
favored with a peep at the mystericu:

. Reid ... Montres!
J B Lafond, C.8C ’

A LSNPS
¢ Jobnnie,” eaid a man, wizkiog siyly
to a clerk of bis acquuintance in &« dry-
goods store, you must give me Ao €xtra
megenie; your master ix not i,

Johinrie looked up in the man's fare
vory seriously and said, “‘My meetes is

‘i always in,”
that when you attempt to grasp them they

Johnnie's Master was the allteeing
God, Let us all, when we are tewp ed
to do wiong, sdopt Jokprie's motio, * My
Muster iy nlways in,”
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