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Flowers and Vegetables.

Nook Friends,—1 think 1
prattical articte on gar-
After all, we must
seeds, and

Dear  Ingle
promised you a
dening this time. : £ =
get right down to (,h(msll;P:] ing in the
considering manures, and delving 1n .(
goil, if we are to have results, but don’t
think for & moment that any of th@
gpells drudgery. IEvery moment of it
may be pleasure. Even tlmugh you .l\e
poetically minded, you can think poetic-
ally as you work, for, it seems to nn.x,
gheer joy, mingled with love 'nyf beauti-
ful things, is always pnol,l‘_\'.—lher.o you
are, out under a blue spring sky, in the
“time when lilies blow. and clouds m_‘u
highest up in air’’; the sweet hrv‘w’eA is
upon you; you see everywhere greening
fields, and, away beyond there, the red-
stemmed marsh all bursting into h‘ufug‘o
above the masses of golden marsh-mari-
golds; you listen to the noisy chorus of
far - away frogs; you descry the song of
meadow - lark, and bobolink, and song-
sparrow; you rejoice, and lift up
face, and feel that in all, and through
all, and above all the All-Good
Then, are you not a poet, even
you be unable to scan a line or

y()lll'

reigns.
though
devise
a rhyme ?

Oh, the beauty of the country in spring-
The sights of 1t! The jure,
!

time !
gweet odors of it
And how your imagination is at work

As you potter with the soil, and cast In
the queer little seed—black, and brown,
and yellow, and infinite in variety of
shape and size—you are looking into the
future and seeing your garden as it will
be when the miracle of germination and
accomplished,—lilies

growth has been

here, sweet mignonette there, banks of
crimson, and gold, and snowy white!
Vegetables, too, beautiful as well as
nourishing and health-giving ! You see

the finished story, the fruit of the labou
of your hands and your intellect.—For it
takes intellect to
they should grow.

make plants grow as
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That the full joy of the
be yours, navigate so that
as little unadulterated drudgery as pos-

garden 1may

there will be

sible connected with it (hoose a spot

that is mellow and easily worked, not

one that is hard, and hakes on every

excuse. If there isn't a favorable spot
anywhere within reach, have one made
Plenty of old imanure, with some sand

(if peeded), will transform very hard and
forbidding soil that word
“old” manure, and remember this, that
new manure should NEVIER be put on a

I’lease note

garden in spring It is almost sure to
burn the seedlings and tender roots, and
do more harm than good. If the ferti-

lizer has not be n applied in winter, so
to be subjected 1to the

mellowing 1n-
fluences  of

wind and weather,
some so old that it is almost, or
resolved into rich, black soil, and put
that on; the bhorders of the barnyard may
8upply just what is needed.

procure

quite,

Then, don't try to dig over the whole
garden plot yourself
men are

Yes, yes,—the
in  the fields, and every hour
counts, but think of the money's worth

of food, and more worth

than
of pleasure, that are to
that gardep. It
2 ti i

¢ lime {or any man to plough,

gnd‘r()ll a garden, and the benefit, later,
18 inestimahle

money’s
be derived from
really takes very little
harrow,
wise folk

Indeed, very

Nowadays often have the plot long
enough so that the seed may be put in
M long rows {hat may be cultivated
%ith & horge off  and on all summer.

This greatly

reduces the worry of labori-
ous weeding .

) Don't make high beds,
d don't rup tg drills They dry out

Quickly
Wickly, anq make watering, when need
ed, an

operation of exasperation Plant

[ &
0 the flat; hollowsy about the stems are
Preferaha to

always that none And rememiyer
Rhnll;nv ,M. constant cultivation—fairly

surface cultivation—is the price
of good growth It keeps down weeds
and it formg a dust-mulch that conserves

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

the moisture about the roots. It is a
true saying that ‘‘tillage is as good as
a rain.”’ holds good except in
time of extreme drought, and for a few
days after transplanting, when plants
need an unusual amount of moisture.

This
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If you are anxious for extra early vege-
tables and have* probably
started a few of the seeds in boxes in

flowers you

the house, or in a
March. Some more may be started ip
April, and so a succession may be kept
up. To ‘“‘harden’” them and have them
sturdy . the . ceadlipes trans-

Mnntw]‘q!rmn the house or hot-bed to a

hot-bed, early in

ara neually

Corn, cucumbers, squash — anything
especially tender—may be planted out of
doors, in rich, mellow soil, early in
June. Melons may be started somewhat
earlier in the bottom of sods, placed, up-
turned, on a manure-pile, which will sup-
ply under heat. When transplanting,
move sods and all.

—May one emphasize the meed of rich-
ness of the growing - bed for nearly all
plants ? Tomatoes, it is true, when
planted in soil that is too rich, have a
tendency to rum to

tops rather than

fruit; beans, too, will do fairly well on
rather poor land,—like other members of
the lezuwinogee order, thay passess the
power of extracting

nitrogen from the

One Should lL.ove to Enter Here.

cold frame, which can be covered at
nights, then, finally, to the garden.
Seeds for later vegetables and flowers
may be sown in the open ground—in a
rich, deep, mellow, finely-worked up root-
bed—early in May, and
24th of May, for tender,
plants. lettuce,

parsnips, parsley, salsify and onions are

even up to the
easily - frozen
Peas, beets, carrots,
among those that may be sown thus out
of doors: directions will be found on all
the packages.
asters, etc., have
to be started in-doors If you have not
better buy the plants
When
hole for each

Tomatoes, eggplant,

so started them,

from a grower setting plants

out, first make a large

air and confining it in tubercles on their
roots, actually enriching the ground they
grow in,—but most plants do better in
rich soil. If you want to be convinced
of the truth of this, put a few seeds in
poor soil and watch the difference.

. ® ® =

At all events, have a vegetable garden,
and train the family to like vexetables
of all kinds. They are at once food and
medicine, and, by their variety,
endless possibilities for dinners and sup-

provide

pers for the whole year.
THE FLOWER GARDEN.

Many people have a few rows of lowers

for cutting, in the vegetable garden,

Shrubbery Conceals the Foundations of the House.

that the roots may be ex-

enough so
> have

tended gently (it 18 petter if they
been left with a solid ball of soil about
them) in all directions, sift in the soil
firm it thoroughly and

finally
been moistened with a
amolsture

down, water
cover the whole surface that has
dust-mulch of dry

Setting
goil to conserve the ¢

should he done in the evening, ¢
Should the sun be

o on
out
a damp, cloudy day
shelter of shingles or

5 o 4 hot, a
bright and a5y ot

for a

other protection left on '
two, will be greatly ;|]»1nl-=(‘lntmi by the
plants

where they may be cultivated with the

horse whenever the rest is being done.
Others, however, choose to have them in
where their bright

time one Steps out

the back yard, faces

may be seen every
of the kitchen door or peeps out of the
kitchen window.

IFewer flowers are needed for the front
lawn, where flowering shrubs and peren-
nials in borders may be depended upon
for a touch of celor.

Among the very best species for cutting
are the following : Nasturtiums, asters,
gaillardia, lark-

coreopsis, gypsophila,

541

spur for tall vases, tall amtirrhinum, and
even zinnias if of rich color; but the list
may be greatly extended. Sweet peas
are beautiful just after being cut, but
very soon lose their color. '
For bright color in the garden, phlox
drummondi and scarlet phlox may be
added to the above list, with plenty of
white nicotine, candytuft and sweet alys-
sum' as separators, to prevent clashes in
effect, and mignonette and heliotrope for
perfume,
For very early spring flowering, bulbs,
and perennials, must, of course, be de-
pended upon, the bulbs, with the excep-
tion of montbretias, gladioli and sum-
mer - flowering hyacinths, being set out
chiefly in fall. Perennials and biennials
(roots) may be set out in spring, but
cannot be greatly depended upon for
effect until another year. In this list
may be recommended : (1) Bulbs—
Snowdrops, crocuses, scillas, grape hya-
hyacinths, daffodils, mnarcissus,
tulips. (2) Perennials, roots and
tubers—I’eonies, Sweet William, perennial
phlox, perennial larkspur, Oriental and
Iceland poppies, bleeding heart, anemo-
nes, meadowsweet, golden glow. (8)
Biennials—Hollyhocks, foxgloves, antir-
rhinum.
Many

cinths,

plants which
annuals, biennials,

foxglove,

self - sow, really
and perennials, e. g.,
hollyhocks, and poppies, are
practically perennial.
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Most shrubs and vines do best when
set out in spring, as they have not then
the rigors of winter to contend against
before becoming established.

Popular shrubs are: Forsythia or

golden bells, japonica, weigelia, the
lilacs, syringa, barberry, smoke tree,
flowering plum, red-bud or LJudas tree,

almond bush, magmnolia
spirwas. Among

stelldta, and the
may be men-
The various species of clematis,
i roses (the hardy varieties),
wistaria, trumpet vine, and Boston ivy.
Among quickly-growing vines, invaluable
for screening  unsightly objects and
views, are morning-glories (some of the
new varieties are very beautiful), Alle-
ghany vine, canary vine, scarlet runner,
cobaa scamndens,

vines
tioned :

climbing

aristolochia,
hops, and wild cucumber.

Japanese
A1l of these may be obtained from any

dealer in seeds and plants.
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It is quite possible,
a very

however, to have
attractive garden by calling upon
the plants of our own wopods.
many

Indeed,
people nowadays are making a fad
of so protecting and developing our na-
tive flora, and a very beautiful bulletin
has been issued in Illinois which strongly
advocates doing this very thing. ““The
it says, ‘“is to have ninety
Ier cent. ol the planting ;
trees and shrubs that grow
nois”’—a method that
indefinitely, of course, far beyond the
borders of that Prairie State.

The advantages of the plan are not
far to seck. The expense is
planting,

Hlinois way,”’

composed of
wild in Illi-
may be extended

less; the

especially when massed, as in

nature, is sure to be effective and har-
monious; and,

lastly, indigenous plants

and trees may be transplanted
rapidly and are

gZrow

more
much more likely to
than those brought in from a dis-
tance and native to a very different soil
and climate.

In the planting, it is
only necessary to specify a few examples

matter of such

to suggest endless possibilities. Trees—
Elms, maples, heech, oak, native spruce
for windbreaks. If the house is small,

have smaller trees about it; apple and
crah-apple trees are as good as amy.
Vines—Wild grape, wild clematis, bitter-
sweet.
Shrubs—Iligh bush cranberry, dogwood,
wild cherry, wild crab-apple,
red elder, common

wild rose,

barberry, sumach,

Juneberry or shad bush, witch-hazel.
Flowers—Ilepatica, dog’s - tooth violet,

Indian turnip,

seal,

spring beauty, trillium,

bloodroot, Solomon’s wild phlox,

wild columbine (aguilegia), cardinal
flower, blue lobelia, meadow rue, herb
Robert, violets, wild asters, .Joe Pye
weed, honeset, ferns, mandrake, cone
flower.

In making use of any of these for the
garden, study first the conditions
they naturally, then
conditions as far as
presence of shade

home

under which grow

supply the same
possible The trees,
part of the

usually supply a habitat in

and a damp spot in any

garden, will

o e ey

e T 73 e B I, Y S Y A A S it e 8w o




