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Six Hundred Delegates, Rrpreeentm 12,000 Organized Farmers, Discuss the Problems
g? cteristic of the Gathering of this, the Greatest *

the Farmer.

Optimistic Spirit

FARM AND DAIRY

The United Farmers of Ontario Hold Great Convention

Dedemtber 27, 1917.

the Da u They Alfect

ar liament"

Ever Held in Ontano—A Summary of Addresses and the Resolutions Plued

HERE was no lack of enthusiasm
‘T at the fourth annual convention
of The United Farmars of On-
tario, held in Toronto on Wednesday
and Thursday of last week. At times
enthusiasm almost ran rio. as speaker
after speaker voiced the viewpoint of
the farmer on the great problems of
the day. Irevalent in the meeting,
too, was the feeling that the farmer
s at last finding himself, is coming
into a sense of his potentiad power, and
this fealing contributed materially to
the courageous spirit of the gathering.
In the 500 or 600 delagates represent-
ing the 12,000 orjanized farmers of
Ontario, it was felt that at last we
are getting the nuglqus of a real farm-
ers' parliament that will some day be
& power in the land. Cooperation and
unity were the watchwords of the
great gathering in the Labor Temple,
and in one of the concluding sessions
John Kennedy, Viee-President of the
United Grain Growers, Limited, sup-
plied a third watchword—and also an
ideal—"Brotherhood.” He gave as his
ideal of the cooparative movement one
that would work to the benefit of all
the workers of Canada, whether their
homes be in city or country, and inti-
mated that the great farmers’ move-
ment should extend the right hand of
fellowship to the great labor mgye-
ment. And his words were applauded
to the echo.

Democratic sentiment ruled the
gatherings. “Equal rights to all; spe-
clal privilages to none,”. one of the
numerous mottos that decked the
walls, correctly volced the sentiment
of tht meeting. President Halbert, al-
though hardly recovered from his re-
cent {llnnss, was an efficient chairman
His efforts were well seconded by the
meeting. Evidently there is no dearth
of leaders in rural Ontario. Although
there were few set addresses, discus-

+ slon was always full and good speakers
and good ideas there were aplenty
“There is already a rural public opin
fon in Cj " stated Rhoderick Mc
Kenzie, Becratary of the Canadian
Council of Agrioulture, “and all that
is needed ls something to rryahllze
that opinion and give it strength.”
The meetings last week indicated the
truth of Mr. McKenzie's stateament
and left all with hope that through
the farmers’ movement rural opinion

might soon be a power in shaping
Jeyislative action.
The President's Address.

The president’s address, published
fn full on page three of Farm and
Dairy this week, gave the convention
its real start. It was a call to action.
In it Mr. Halbert deplored the lack
of unity which kept farmers in the
back seats of the business and politi-
cal world while their industry was
the fundamental one and in their
hands t.hqy held the power to rule the

it they would. Particularly

striking was his description of the
absurd poduon oocupled by !he farm-
er as pared with the et

in the matter of greatar production.
He asked how many manufacturers
would produce on the grounds of

with no guarantee of a mar-
ket or of price and their only u&l:t-

tic. Last ir he reported 200 organt-
zations ar 000 members. ‘“‘Now we
have 31§ organizations, & gain of 115,
and 12,000 members, a gain of 4,000,
he reported. ‘“We have tapped 43
counties with this work, yet the
fringe has scarcely been touched.
There are approximately 250,000 far-
mers in Ontario, so that 120 oaly
have been reached. This vast feld
of latent power Hes waiting for the
inspiration of organization- to meve
it into Mfe and power” .

Mr. Morrison Intimated his bellef
that rural women should organize and

women, as & good starl. He a

o a8 the

the junior farmers’ improvement asso-
olation as @ new ally in the great work
and remarked: “It is encouraging to
seo0 them recogniwe tho power of or-
ganization and tion. so early
in their career. To them we extend

confirms. Dues have segn promptly
paid and few ciubs e in arrears.
Secretaries fthat Yave complaints
against the ofrice v rite in for the ex-
planation they are eatitied to. The
oﬂu expects this of the Secretaries.

fi can be in no

the 'IM of

ning the work of the
nuoalluo- for the year, the secretary
emphasized the need of an officlal
organ and deplored the fact that
10,0 farmers have to wage the battle
in the interests of 260,

000 farmers who

afe not organized. Of financre he
mentioned the U. F.' 0. at Oakwood, s

in Victoria county, promoted by “Our finances are in an encoaraging

a
nﬂur way.”

The Time of Meeting.

A resolution naming the third week
of Decomber as a -

pnlntod out the Mvunl.. of an early
mutlu,htha.unmntﬁom

The Resoluticns Approved by the United

Farmers of Ontario

The Farmers' Platform Reaffirmed.

HAT whereas the organized farmers of Canads, as the vote cast on
T lhe recent Dominion electioh clearly reveals, consented for (he time

g not to press for natlonal reforms in which they heartily believed
in onlrr they might not do anything to hinder the election of & national
Government which would be able to unite and guide the pegple of Uanada
fir this time of world-wide crisls,

Be it resolved, that we, the United Farmers of Ontario, in convention
assembled, desire to reaffirm our entire and hearty belief in and support
of the various planks of the Fanmers' National Platform as adopted at our
convention last year, and by the organised farmers Canada as & whole.

In this connection, we wouwld express our conviction that in view of the

and the

world shortage of food p that exiets for
increased production, our National Government would promote the best in-
terests of the nation If it would immediately remove the duty on agricul-
tural hinery and other and articles of production including
clover and other seeds and such things as the farmers require to enable
them to more easi'y increase the production of the food products, which the
nation’s needs imperatively demand.

Be it resolved that the directors of the United Farmers of Ontario be

requested, and they are hereby requested, to give the widest possible pub-
licity to the National und other reforms advocated by this organization, and
to this end, they arrange to have a deputation walt om the National, Govern-
ment and consult with them in connection therewith.
SAVE MADN USED BY BREWERS.

of the Iniand Revenue Departuient

W over 96,000,000 lb- o( hrley are belng used yearly in Canada in the
manufacture of beer, and,

Whereas it has been proved that good flour can be miMed with from 10
to 26 per cent. of barley incorporated, and, whereas there is an urgent na-
tional need that all food stuffs be available for the feeding of ourselves and
our Allies. Therefore, be it resolved that we the United Farmers of Outario
place ourselves on record as favoring the absolute prohibition of the further
use of any grains for the e of fn Oanada for
the duration of the war,

OFFICIAL ORGAN ENDORSED.
HAT whereas no efficient method exists Lo keep every member of the
U-F. O. In touch: ith the work of the organization, or the needs of the
organization, or to express rural public opinion; ané, whereas we be-
love that these objects could be by the
ficlal organ,

Therefore, be it resolved, that this convention urges action fo secure
this publication and that the president and secratary of the U. F. O. and
the president of the U. F. Ooourulh Co. appoint a committee of two to act
with them in in of @ suitable publica-
tion and that the cnmmu M mpo'uod to take further action i* deem
adviseble.

e eee e

HiS DD of more for further prose-
T cution of the work of organization of the U, F. 0. by the hrnltlu of

new olubs.
DR

of an of-

maammnmw

wonld Erow :mc lm with
a convention in March, the good re
cults that should have followed were
largaly nullified by the commencenen!
of spring work. B. C. Tucker, of Hast.
ings County, objected that the third
week of December was too near the
holidays and that both dairymen and
feeders are still busy during that
month. He favored a convention in
the new yéar. The general opinion,
however, was lers were al-
ways busy, they would have to take

time anyway, and they appmoved
of the resolution,

U. F. 0. Finances.
_'rh. ﬂmchl L

band of §2,002.99, was adopted with
out comment. “The duss never came
In as they have this fall" remarked

Secretary M A

But Mr. rae did not allow con
sideration of finances to be passed
over with a mere approval of the

“We have not adequate funds with
which to protect ourselves at Ottawa"

it delegates’ fares to the convention
are pald and legislation guarded
During the past year Colonel Fras

was sent to Ottawa to work for free
interchange between the Bell and m

roposed increase ight r\lu
‘mleh would have lnwl an extra
charge on the country of $40,000.000
annually, was effectively opposed: bu!
opposition to the settling of grain
prices failed. “We didn't have enough
ln our to fmpress the

" 1

g g Wl
der)and moneéy. The delegates at To

ed TOnto were all convinced that the capi
should be

tat.on tax increased but
ther: was a ganeral fear that did the

w take aotion it might be
to reconecile the men back home,
need explained,

Rmot.vw that, as the use of

Wi

the Raftway Commissions and the Minister of Agriculture, the advis-
abHity of having hrullur- in bulk, classified under the same freight classi-
fidution as crushed

LET OOVIIHIINTO RECOGNIZE THE U. F. 0.




