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11# >1 land. The question is quite coni|>licatv.| and 
dogmatic statements are not desirable until a 
thorough invvstigatK n has been made into all the 
bearings of the Imperial preferential jKilicy suggested 
by Mr. Chanihcrlain.

PROMINENT TOPICS.

I he 1 mpcrin! Trade Congress held this w<*ek in 
Montreal, has held locally a ntono|mly of public at­
tention. Such an event marks a new era in the his- 
t/>ry of Canada, the era in which Canaria will lx- re- 
oognized as the main factor to Ik* considered in any 
policy of InqK’rial breadth. On Monday night the 
Hoard of Trade hnililing was 
l-ord Stratho na, win 
Brasscy, the (‘resident of the Hoard, anil a distin­
guished ounpany of our leading citizens and dele- 
gali’* to the Congress, 
si rsisl to impress our visitors with the magnitude of 
the business inti'rcsts of Montreal.

It is rc|w>rted in English jiapers that during a 
lecture on Wireless Telegraphy, in Condon, Eng­
land, by an eminent electrician, he was proving by 
experiments thu impossibility of Maromigrams 
being intercepted. z\t this stage, in the midst of a 
wireless message from the Marconi station in Corn­
wall, the word, "rats" was found inserted. It is 
affirmed that this was done by Mr. Maskelynr, the 
celebrated conjurer, who had bad a wireless machine 
placed for the pur|»>sc of intercepting Mareoui- 
grams, which he had contended were not private. 
How far the narrative is true wo have no means of 
judging, hut it has gained admission into English 
jitqicrs as news.

formally opened by 
was supported by I/in I

This successful functk>n

The Ini lies- accomplished by the Congress 
presented In tin resolutions it passed may lx- thus 
summarized : 1, "A resolution in favour of each

as re-

vi 1I1 my contributing towards Imperial defence, in the 
manner and to the extent it may decide ; 2, a resolu­
tion in favour of some reform in. and extension of 
the Hritish Consular service; 3, a resolution in 
favour of some

If our city rulers could have heard the remarks «' 
a numlier of visitors from Great llritain an.I else­
where, regarding the state of the sidewalks and rail­
ways of this city, they would have had reason tube 
heartily ashamed of our civic management. "Such 
evidences of wealth and prosperity alongside streets 
in the dirtiest, most unkempt, oul-of-repair condi­
tion, amaze me," said one delegate to the Congress, 
but, what In’ said of the aldermen, and what of the 
citizens who tolerate such a disgraceful state pf 
affairs, may lie left to the imagination, as his remarks 
were too pungent for publication.

policy that would assure Great 
Britain regular supplies of food in film- of 
resolution in ta sour of lnqierial |« estai rates that 
would promote the freer circulation of British 

|ia|icrs and periodicals ; 
fax .ur 1.1 ,1 thorough enquiry being made into the 
whole question of a system of lnqierial preferential 
trade; a resolution siqqxsrting the adoption of a 
liiuikrupuy law Common to all part

war; a

4. a resolution inin w s

•f the Empire.

I In disnis.-ii«is at the Imperial Trade Congress 
In-'light out a iiiunlxr of valuable |h>ints rcs|xxling 
the hearing of a preferential policy, which were made 
hx vxjicnenecd manufacturers whose practical know 
ledge enables them to read in some statistics more 
than a|i]«ars on the surface. Mr. Helm, for in­
stance. 1 multi <1 out a difficulty that has been alluded 
to by the X iiHoxii Li:, a difficulty which is very 
generally ignored. He stated that Ivigland receives 
large supplu.s of butter and cheese from Denmark 
ami Holland, which countries purchase large quan­
tities of English manu failures, 1 )f British cotton
g.mds alone, tliev and their colonies take almut 20 
miliums ,,f dollars xxorth yearly. Those countries 
will rose a duty of only about 5 per cent in British 
iuqmrts, 'Ihv projmseil jwlicx would require the 
Imperial (eivenmuiit to say to them, “XVv are going 
m put a duty hi your butter and cheese, in order to 
favour imports fi 411 British cohtiics which inqxise 
duties of from 23 to 30 per cent." What would be 
tin effect f The s|H-akvr li ft the answer to be 
made In practical men The proliabilitx is that, if 
tin t<nj»<rt trade xxith Denmark and Holland 
ml off, the expirt to those countries would 
.dso, Certainly, they would l>c decreased. Mr 
Helm's J mint is vffnelivv; hut the answer is, that the 
iii.r.u.i, of expels to the British colonies would 
nuke tip for the deer cast 111 time to IXntnark and

The railway returns fur Jan. 1, to July 31, given 
in the "New York Chronicle," show a large inertase 
of earning* over 1902 and all earlier years. In that 
period in 1903, the amount was $4(12,741,7X4; in 
1902, $408,483,911; 1901, $369,655,341; the in­
creases being $54,257,873 for this year, and $30.977,• 
737 last year, nuking a gross increase of $85,235,- 
fuo in the railway receipts in first 7 month- :ii this 
year over the same term 2 years ago. Our columns 
every week give the returns of the Grand Trunt 
and Canadian I’acific, which have been higlilx grati­
fying for a length of time.

»

The Bank of Montreal is vailing for tenders for 
2.800 -hares of $100 each, of the new stock author­
ized by the shareholders. 1*1 7th Jan. last. These 
shares comprise the unaccepted allotments.

The Institute of Actuaries announces that ex­
aminations will lie held in Colonial centres, on 15th 
April, u/04. The advertisement of particulars ap­
pears on a later page of this issue. Mr. 
caulav, K.I.A., is the supervisor in Montreal.• • • •

The yachting contest is in it* first stage is re 
gards press, with hopeful signs of victory fur 
Shamrock III., which, we trust, will become brighter 
and brighter until the number of the winner is the 
significant, the Shamrock figure three.

T. It Ma
xx en

Cease

. .. _ _


